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Coeditors of the Winchester College Pentagram. From left: Edward 
Liddersfieid, Lord Alfred Douglas, and Edmund B. Phipps, 1888 



Lord Alfred Douglas and the 
Winchester College Pentagram 

G. A. CEVASCO 

L ord Alfred Douglas is probably best remembered as the 
close friend of Oscar Wilde responsible for his being placed 
in the dock, found guilty, and sentenced to two years at 

hard labor. The year was 1895. Wilde was at the height of his fame. 
Two of his brilliant plays. An Ideal Husband and The Importance of 
Being Earnest, were running simultaneously in London theatres. 
When he was convicted they were withdrawn. His books were 
removed from the booksellers' shelves. Wilde's disgrace had all 
the implications of a Greek tragedy, one in which he played fop, 
wit, victim, and martyr—and at which he looked on as a befuddled 
spectator. 

Anyone who reads De Profundis is struck by the bitterness he felt 
for his former friend at the time. Not only did "Bosie," as Douglas 
was called affectionately by his family and friends, escape punish­
ment, but it had been his father, the Eighth Marquis of Queens-
berry, who had initiated charges against Wilde in the first place. 
Then, too, during Wilde's notorious trials, one of Bosie's works, 
"Tvo Loves," was entered into evidence. Ending with the words "I 
am the love that dare not speak its name," the poem was used 
against Wilde by the prosecutor for the Crown. 

Just how responsible Douglas was for Wilde's downfall is still 
matter for debate. In his poem "The Destroyer of a Soul," Lionel 
Johnson fixed more of the blame on Wilde with the memorable 
line: "I hate you with a necessary hate." In his cactaceous and apol-
ogetical autobiographical volumes, Oscar Wilde and Myself (\9\\), 
The Autobiography of Lord Alfred Douglas {\9 29), and Without Apol­
ogy (1938), Douglas of course defends himself at Wilde's expense. 
Douglas, in fact, was always a self-defender, as the many enemies he 
made over the seventy-five years of his life can testify. He is a prime 
example of a man of letters who expended more time and energy 
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defending himself from attacks real and imaginary than he gave to 
literature. 

Douglas, nonetheless, was a highly capable poet who wrote some 
works still worthy of consideration, especially those found in his 

!MlifeTA, 

Winchester College from the Warden's Garden 

City of the Soul {IS99) ind Sonnets (1900). That his carefully crafted 
verse failed to attract the critical reception he thought it deserved 
troubled him deeply. The attention accorded Eliot, Pound, the 
Sitwells, and other so-called "moderns" in the decades between the 
Wars, he was certain, had been misdirected. The spotlight should 
have fallen on his Complete Poems (1928). Douglas never could admit 
to himself that he was essentially a nineties poet whose gifts did not 
survive into the twentieth century. 

Patrick Braybrook's Lord Alfred Douglas: His Life and Work (1913) 
and William Freeman's The Life of Lord Alfred Douglas (1948) are 
both well-written and quite readable biographies, but neither did 
much for Douglas's reputation. Nor did Rupen Croft-Cooke's 
Bosie (1963), a rather captious and belittling study, treat its subject 
as a creative artist. The definitive biography, consequendy, remains 
to be written. Whoever undertakes the task will of course have to 
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deal with the many questions surrounding the Wilde-Douglas rela­
tionship. While it is true that in his monumental study Oscar Wilde 
(1988) Richard Ellman examined their relationship rather thor­
oughly, he did so mainly from Wilde's perspective, not that of 
Douglas. 

Lord Alfred Douglas at Oxford when he was twenty-three 

Douglas's next biographer will also have to focus on a printed rar­
ity that has recently been added to the Rare Book and Manuscript 
Library. That volume is the Pentagram, an undergraduate publica­
tion that Douglas and two friends produced during the summer of 
1888, when they were students at Winchester College. The two 
friends were E. B. Phipps and E. W. Lidderdale. 

In his Autobiography Douglas boasts that the Pentagram "had a 
tremendous success at the time, and the circulation . .. worked out a 
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good deal more than one copy a head for every boy in the 
school. . . and lots of old Wykehamists took it in." The fact is that 
the Pentagram ran only ten numbers between May 29 and August 
1, 1888. 

Most copies of the Pentagram can no longer be traced. The ten 
issues that belonged to Sir Edmund Bamfylde Phipps are now in the 
Rare Book and Manuscript Library. Phipps, after completing his 
education at New College, Oxford, became a master at Temple 
Grove School, then an inspector of schools, rising to the position of 
Deputy Secretary, Board of Education, in 1926. 

Phipps had his treasured copies of the Pentagram bound in a blue 
cover. On the first page, facing the inside front cover, he affixed his 
signature, E. B. Phipps. Phipps's volume is especially valuable 
because it contains his personal annotations identifying the contrib­
utors, who did not sign their poems or prose pieces. They either 
remained anonymous or identified themselves with fanciful pseu­
donyms. In his annotations Phipps identifies himself as "The Peli­
can" and Douglas as "The Lost Chord." 

As for the genesis of the Pentagram, Douglas and Phipps note on 
their dedicatory page that the work was "generated" and "sus­
tained" by the Reverend Mr. John Traut, who can be identified as a 
housemaster at Winchester. The Reverend Mr. Traut, it would 
seem, gave the editors of the Pentagram his warm and continual 
encouragement. The dedication also contains words of praise for 
"H.H.H.," one of the periodical's "most loyal and capable contrib­
utors." "H.H.H.," as Phipps's attributions make clear, was E. W 
Lidderdale. 

An examination of the index for the ten numbers lists over two 
hundred entries under author, title, and subject. "Leading Anicles" 
are of course duly listed. Under "Poems" can be found eleven titles. 
Seven listings refer to such incidental matters as the "Boat Club," 
"Cricket," and "Rifle Corps." Letters from readers are also listed, as 
well as one obituary article. Several items pertain to Eton, and there 
is even one on "The Prince of Wales at Winchester." 
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It s inpossiblc for us to cnt c se our oppone 
b I I>:benham5 centurv »-c heard descrbcd 

1 ract cally perfect and G W R ckciw HI CO 
saved countleiB runs _____ 

Wc were in two instances indebted to the tjcnerosi 
of Old Wykehamists, for both Levcson-Gowcr—w! 
walked out of liis (rtourni ir, it ptuiliar m:uincr,---.ss 
Cariisk>-wh.'. • . 

_: a good bit to the bad in the ist innings. No j p^p, 
inuch distinguished himself in batting, perhaps of I. 
\Kit beinc Nov̂ -. ENceptinj,' Bir!.:;- .a IX>"IK, the | s/.,, 

lejig, who had been entirely out of form, played a 
S"od 'nings of 38, and again our last wickets brought 
up 1 : total considerably. Carlisle gave way to 
Stfvcns. and the ex-wicketkeeper, who had been 
unwell on Monday, made a lucctsfiful re-appearance, 

Comnioncri playfd llmiscsoii Thursday in Junior 
Match, and, as usual, the battin); of the former 
collsp.scd. Houses left off with the substantial 
majority of 134—77 on first innings, for which 
Commoners have mainly to thank their slack fielding, 
though it was > pity Johnson was not entrusted wiSi 
the ball a little sooner, 

.School Four dispo^^l of the Scriitch Four opposed 

'i-tet*B In d^*e61on l a JLyx^l. 
Of old, when all the world was young, 

Painter and poet 
Sprinn-iime's eternal praises *ung, 
Their ndmitiHion broadcast flung; 
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t;n (he "Captain L 
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won. • 'iTnplinieni to the Cnpiam, i i 

bcc'-. , ••: IjJtds" (con£ JVni Aennn' 
Moreover, ihJ'L is nn "age cf progress, and everjlhini; musi 
go fonraid a little, and it is monstrous ihM nothing new can 
be produced when it mi^t be done with K> little trouble. 
Orcourae it is not easy 10 describe a "Captain of Lords" in 
two words joined by a conjuDclioo, but uill lomelhing better 
m^ht be produced We comoiend 10 the attention of our 
readers the following epithets, out of which one may be 
found 10 suit ncm year's Captain. "Goitle but firni,"—"cold 
and proud,"—" neat but not gaudy,"—" poor but honest,"^ 
"weak and vacillaling,"-—".surly laid disagreeable,"—-"use­
less and ignoranl,"—"careful and jiainstaliing,"—"clever 
and brilliam,"—"well'meBninghul hardly successful." Surely 
out of all these—[there are many more to be had from Ihe 
same shop; couniiy orders attended to with despatch]— 
surely, we say, out of all these otie may be found which will 
be more suitable on future occasons than our old friends. 

To turn to other lubyects, we must gire our best wishes to 
Tht Wiiukaltr Celltp Chnmiile, which, Uke ourselves, is a 
ticn (and it is to be hoped courteous) paper. We cannot 
' .'ever congmlulate them on the way in which their paper 

-:nled i the mistakes arc numerous and absurd. " Mon 
1 Dieu mon cteur a In" is, we think, noticed in another 

•riLii; "Rofl"" for " Raff" ii another, and "Mt. I. Canip-
1 • for " M' I. Campbell" is another. 
M we are on the subject of Ihe Concert, wc cannot omit 

to congiWulate Mrs. l i e , IjuJy Folkestone, and all Ihe 
performer* in the Conceit, which was the best entertainment 
which has been provided for the School for many years. 

W> are afraid some of oar readers will be greatly dis­
appointed 10 find no Greek in (his article: no one is more 
fuliy sensible of this want than the Editor, but the fact 
is the lexicon (there'1 only one in our house) has mys-

nously dirappCBTcd. Whether this fact has been brought 
arhinali 
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In his cop\' ot the Pentagram. E. B. Phipps identities the authorship 
of the articles, (Friends Endowed Fund) 

Most of the material was written by "The Lost Chord," "The 
Pelican," and "H.H.H." The Pentagram was an excellent way for 
the three to try their literary wings. One might also speculate that 


