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InDEPENDENT RovaL-ArcH Lobes, No. 2.

Regular Meeting, §tb Fuly, 5796.

N. Motion, RESOLVED uNANIMOuUsLY, That

the Thanks of this Lodge be prefented to the
Worthipful Brother VanDpEN BroEx, for his Addrefs
delivered at the Confecration of. the Room, appro-
priated for our Meetings; and that a Committee of
Three Mafter Mafons wait on him in behalf of this
Lodge ; and alfo that they do requeft.a Copy thereof

, for publication,

Extrat from the Minutes,

j:én PBurt, 6/;0)73“




- THE following Addrefs was not
prepared for publication.  To anfwer,
m jbme meafure, the Fnendﬂup and
Mafomc Conﬁdence Shown to the Author
on' every- occafion; - by.the - Lodge befare
which it was ' delivered, induced him to
comply wzt/z thewr requeft :. it is “offered,
without. any. altemtzon—and i it maght
be produlive of fome good, andto’ con-
vince both Mafons, and the World, that
none can be a Mafon but a virtuous man,
the Author will'be gratfied—and highly
rewarded. :




CoNsSECRATION PrRAY

REAT /[rtbz'zeﬁ.uf Heaven and Earth; the.God
whom we adore ! Thou baft promifed to grant
thy bleffings when two or three are gatbered together in
thy Name.. We are affembled in thy boly prefence : be
with us, we befeech thee, and fhow us thy glory—
Grant that in dedicating this Temple to Mafonic Pur-
pofesy we may dedicate ourfelves to the fervice of the
Almighty.” . Enlighten our" imderftandings; cleanfe our
Jouls, purify our mizds, and incline our bearts to Vir
t1e—+o the obfervance of thofe doftrines which [pring
From true and undefiled religion—io Vifit the Fatherly ofs
and the widow in their affiition,” and la keep ourfelw:
unfpotted fmm the world. 3

Thow baft granted us o Kingdom which cannot be
moved 5 but thou requirgft that we fball ferve Thee
acceptably with reverence and Godly fear ! Withous
Thee we can do nothing ! Grant that our Wifdom
may be, to know -thee—our Strength fo be um'tgd with
the Prince of our Salvation, and our Beauty o obey
thy commands, and to ferve thee right.

Whenever we affemble in this facred place, may our
Jouls be impreffed with fentiments of reverence and bu-
miliation
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: with ferious and folemn thoughts on Death,
“on Fadgwtnit; -and on Eternity 2 May our bearts be
inclined to the tencts of our ;zrder, and’ our bands be
Poretched to afford relief to the needy. May Brotherly
Love dwell within our walls ; and Concord prefide at
our meetings. Above all, Muy thy Prefence influence
our condutt, direft our aftions, and guide our pro-
ceedings.

Awake, O North Wind! and come, thon South!
. Blow on this garden, that the [pices thereof may flow
out.

And now, O Lord our God, let thine Eyes be opened
towards this place.  Let thy Name be there. Hearken
to our Prayers—be attentive to our Supplications—
Jorgive our Sins! Our Beginning be in thy Name—
our. Progrefs in thy Fear, and the End of all our
doings ta thy Glory. Amen.

==

=

ADDRESS



A D DRIES S;
e

MY BRETHREN,

Appear before you, at your requeft, communi-

cated to me by the Worthipful Mafter of this
Lodge. My attachment to Mafonry, and my fin-
cere with to promote an inftitution of fo great an
influence in Society, engaged me to accept. Not
however, but under the ftrongeft impreffions, that
I am unequal to the talk—and all feem to unite to
convinee you thereof. I rely on your indulgence.
If I fail in the execution, I can affure you that I am
atuated by the pureft motives—that in expofing to
your view Mafonry in its benign inftitution.—
In drawing the picture of a Mafon, I fhall fpeak the
language of truth—the language of my heart: Not
through Eloquence, of which I am deftitute ; neither
through a graceful delivery, of which you are com-
petent judges; but through Sincerity I fhall endea«
vour to obtain your approbatiomn.

Norrinc is more furprifing, than, that Mafonry,
whofe origin can be traced from centuries paft,
ftill exifts ! The reafon thereof is, That Philantropy
is the bafis of the inftitution.

MankinD are not effentially diftinguithed by cli~
mates, languages, cuftoms, and rank: they are all
* children
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children of one Father—inhabitants of the fame
globe—enlightened by the fame fun—endowed with
thefame powers. The whole univerfe is one repub- :
lic; each nation, one family, and each individual a
member thereof. They are all together entitled to
the bounteous gifts of Providence, and to the fame
‘enjoyments.

.. T re inftitution of Mafonry was eftablithed to re-
wive thofe falutary-maxims, which were the treafures
of the Golden Age ; and which are founded in the
nature of mankind.

It is the view of the Mafonic Order, to unite, by
ties of tender affection, every man of an unprejudiced
‘mind—of liberal fentiments—of a mild temper, and
a harmonious difpofition: to unite them, not only
by an attachment to arts and {ciences, but by more
Ppowerful ties—by the noble principles of Virtue and
Heavenly Religion.. Stimulated by fuch clevated
motives, the benefits which derive therefrom, are
opened and offered to the whole human race : they
can draw from'this fource, fublime wifdom ; and the
inhabitants of the moft remote parts of the globe can
be united together without renouncing their country.
Our glorious anceftors were guided by thofe fenti-
ments ; and the benign influence would have been
{pread further and fooner, if they had not been de-
ceived by fuperftition. RELiGIOUS
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Rrvrcrous orders were eftablifhed in former days
under the pretence of promoting chriftianity ; but in
fa&, to anfwer the mercenary views of Ecclefiaftical
Hierarchy.

MiziTary ones under a cloak, to infpire a love
for glory; butin reality, to fupport the power of an
opprefling Tyrant or a vile Defpot.

Bur the order of a Free and an Accepted Mafon
is eftablithed to form an amiable man—a good citi-
zen, and a faithful fupporter of good government ;
inviolable in his facred promifes, devoted to friend-
thip ; more excited to the performance of all moral
and {ocial duties, by the love to Virtue, than by any
reward.

ARt we anxious to know its origin ? The founda-
tion thereof was laid in the eternal decrees of the
Supreme Architet. The power appeared when he
cleared the chaos—produced light—divided the ele-
ments, and formed the bodies of the celeftial con-
ftellation, to fix unalterable harmony—when man
was the glory of the creation, and that bleffed fubject
chofen to contemplate, with reverence, the beauties
which reign throughout the univerfe; induced by
engaging motives to promote his own happinefs ;
bound by facred ties to fulful the duties towards God,

himfelf, and his fellow creatures.
B : ARE
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Are we defirous to know its progrefs ? Sacred and
Profane Hiftory will teach us,-how Mafons, from all
ages, were guided by promifes to encreafe their Fairh,
by the ceremonies of the Mofaic Law ; to ftrengthen
their Hope ; and, when eternal love was difplayed to
the world; to teach them Charity. And, from the
time of Godfrey of Bouillon, that celebrated warrior,
who headed the Chriftian Soldiers in the attempt
once more to conquer the Holy Land, till this day,
the page of hiftory will teach us mafonic progrefs.

Arz we folicitous to know its views? It is to
render us acceptable with God, and beloved with
men—to form every Mafonic Aflembly into a chofen
generation ; a peculiar people, bound Yo fet forth the
praifes of bim who bas called them from the darknefs

" 20 his marvellous light. - It is to extend our views
beyond the grave, into eternity; fo that we may
ftrive to obtain the Diadem of Salvation.

Our inftitution does not confine the doétrines
which it teaches to civil virtues only: ‘We are taught
alfo the moral, the heroic, and the chriftian virtues.
So that Mafonry contains the Philofophy of the mind,
and the Religion of the heart. “Wherefore we find,
erg*aved at the entrence of our facred temple, Nosne
is a true Mafon but a virtuous Man.

SUFFER
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SurFER me to addrefs the feelings of every Mafon
within thefe walls.* By our admittance, my Breth- -
ren, into our Order, did we not feel our heart tremble
at every vice ? Did we riot experience a confidence
in every virtue ? Were not our fouls elevated above
all dithonorable a@ions—penetrated with a religious
abliortence to every crimé, and ftimulated, not only
to piety, but to as of benevolence, love and fince-
rity 2 I have found it, and fhall therefore not hefitate’
to declare, that Mafonty, properly conduéed, is cal~
" culated to make us good men, wife men—to make
us good Chriftians !

Bur the more fublime our order is, the more the
members thereof are bound to the performance of
thofe duties, as will prove to the world, thac'they are
inftru@ed by Religion and Virtue ; guided in their
conduét by Charity and Benevolence, and decorated
either by a Knowledge or a Defire for Sciences.

A: Mafon, firmly attached to the inftitution, is
penetrateéd  with fentiments of reverence and humili-
ation before the Great Architeé of the Univerfe—
he is fully convinced that-He compaffeth bis paths, and
45 acquainted with all bis ways.

Forrowine Reafon; the Book of God, is his Law ;
his Confcience, his. Judge, and Heaven his Aim.
Prejudices



(12)
Prejudices never obfcure his mind; or prevent hirs
from acquiring Knowledge : illiberal thoughts never
influence his heart. A Mafon does not with to cul-
tivate the contradted ideas of a religious fe& of any
denomination whatever ; they always have proved to
be prejudicial for the promotion of Godlinefs and
Chriftianity—for the increafe of Knowledge : He
embraces, with a cheerful mind, virtuous men, how-
ever different their fentiments may be from his own ;
knowing that the attachment to any kind of church
cannot promote his happinefs.

THE Great Archite¢ will never, on that folemn
day, whereon we are all to render an account of our
ftewardfhip, pronounce a fentence in his favours be-
caufe he was attached to one denomination more than
toanother.  There is no refpet of perfons with God,
Jor in every nation, in every denomination, ke that
Jeareth bim, and worketh righteoufuefs, is accepted with
bim.  Profefling fuch liberal fentiments, jealoufy at
the profperity of another, envy and malice, have no
power over him. He does not boaft on birth or
rank—on abilities, of any other qualification. He
efteems Virtue in poverty, and defpifes Vice hid by
wealth | Love to one another, is his motto ; and this
fubdues in him every difcordant paffion.  In what--
ever ftation he ma?r be placed here on earth, always

his ambition is to promote the happinefs of mankind.
On
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On the different Stages of Life’s Varieties, he is
compofed in his mind, firm in his refolution, and
unthaken in K virtue. He relieves the poor with-
out prefumption ; fupports the grey-headed without
vanity : he is the counfel of the widow; and the guide
of the orphan.

; Honzsty, induftry, temperance, fobriety, and all
focial virtues, decorate his conduét. = The tendernefs
of a father, the faithfulnefs of a hufband, the fincerity
of a friend, characterife 2 Mafon.  He can bear the
ftricteft fcrutiny, and his behaviour is admired by
friends and foes.

THEN, even then, when his Mafter has called him
to the Heavenly Lodge, in the bleflfed manfions
above, then his remembrance is engraved in the
hearts of his Brethren :=—tbere a monument is erefted
fuperior to any one which the hand of a fkilful artift
can erect to the world.

Virrvous Franklin, beloved Brother'! permit
your mafonic friends to lament your lofs : fuffer them
to drop a fymphathetic tear on your grave : your
remembrance is dear to us; equally great as a
Statefman—a Patriot—a Philofopher, and a Mafon :
we praife your worth; and, lifted up to our view, as
a friend to mankind, we endeavour to follow your

fteps.
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fteps. -Heaven s now your habitation—NMoon and
Stars are your footftool—glorious Archangels your
joyfol companiosis—the Great Archifet the object
of your adoration, and everlafting happinefs ‘your
portion. - But look down on your Friends—on your
Brethren: infpire them with that zeal, that benevo-’
lence, thofe focial virtues, which animated you.——
Guided by your example, we will obtain admittance. *
in the Lodge above, to be united never to part.

- Suouvrp I mention, my Brethren, the whole cata-
lague of virtuous mafons, whofe names are engraved
in our memory, I fhould intrude too-much on your
patience: let it fuffice for us to elevate our thoughts
into the celeftial world—to contemplate them in
peace, in. happinefs, and glory,

" We have dmong us, my Friends, a number of
Brethren, who are ftill lix}ing, and who have proved
to be mafons and virtuous men:

W0 of us is unacquainted with that ttuly great
and worthy charater, who' delivered his courtry
from' the yoke of flavery; who conduted them
through hardthips and war—and who is now placed
at the helm of this rifing Empire. The Name of
Wafbington, will fuffice to raife in our breafts, fenti-
mtents of refpet—of attachment—and of admiration.

Din
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Dip not delicacy forbid, I could lift up to our
view a number of Brethren who are fhining orna-
ments to the Craft. . I.could draw the pifture of the
faithful Guardian of this Lodge, and much could be
faid to praife his worth. They all-are our guides in
the mafonic career—they all entreat us to follow
their fteps.

Surrer, therefore, my Brethren, that with the

- cardour of a Mafon, with the faithfulnefs.of 2 Friend,

and with the earneft which charaterifes our Order,

I.may befeech you, never to deviate from thefe facred

tenets of an inftitution which is calculated to promote
happinefs in this world, and in the wotld to come.

Tz fear of the Lord is the beginning of our wif-
dom . our waiting eyes are to be lifted up to him;
for in'the Lord is our frength: inftracted by his
counfel, and guided by his hand, our deauty will be,
to prove faithful in our profeffion, to obey the will
of God—the leffons of heaven—the dictates of our
confcience.

‘WaaTever may be the opinion of thofe who are
unacquainted with our myfteries, a Mafon, inftructed
in the fchool of our Order, does not hefitate openly
to declare—that without Religion and Virtue, Ma-
fonry cannot fubfift: thofe two attributes, which

make
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" make us acceptable with God, and beloved with
men, are fo nearly connected, that the one cannot
fubfift without the other. Religion without Virtue
is Hypocrify ; and Virtue without Religion is Va-
‘nity. May it therefore be engraved in our hearts,
and exprefled by our condu®—Be virttious and
wife ; or, in mafonic terms—A¢ upon the Sguare,

and walk within Compas.

THERE is in the fyftem of moral governmeht, a
near connexion betweenvirtue and bleflings—between
vice and woe. The mafonic inflitution being the
School of Virtue, we are taught the way to happi-
nefs, and faithfully warned againft the paths of de-
ftruction. The Bible is the anly rule to our faith—
the only fpring of our mafonic knowledge, and the
fole fource of temporal peace and eternal felicity:
the ftudy thereof is recommended as the firft duty of
a Mafon: it will make him acquainted with God—
with himfelf, and with the world.

Cuarity, the Daughter of Heaven, taught by
Him, who is the author and the patron—Charity is
the cape and corner ftone of the mafonic inflitution.
To fupport the aged and the widow—to guide the
orphan and the youth—to wipe away the tear from
the eye of mifery : in one word, Humanity is a Ma-

fon’s Chara&eriftic.
HAIL
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HAIL MASONRY ! no inftitition can be com-
pared with thee: thy origin is Virtué—thy views
are Felicity: thou fofteneft the heart—enlighteneft
the mind : thro’ thy bleflfed influence all difcordant
paffions are fubdued—reafon prevails and religion is
revived. To beacquainted with thee is a happinefs
indeed; for thy Grip is Faith—thy Signs are Hope—
and thy Tokens, Charity.

Worfbipful Mafler, Paftmafiers, Wardens, and
Members of this Lodge—Permit me to congratulate
you on this day. -

Your facred Temple has been dedicated to Ma-
fonry—to Virtue—to Charity and Benevolence: It *
has been dedicated to the glory of the Great Archi-
tet of the Univerfe,

How precious are thofe thoughts unto you—bow
great is the fum of them ?

Tue folemnity of this day has undoubtedly im-
prefled more and more in your heart, the ferioufnefs
of the mafonic inftitution: it has given you a con-
vincing proof of the fublimity of our profeffion, and
the purity of our order. May thofe impreffions be
lafting, and influence your condué, and all your
proceedings. Wifdom is to rife in the Egft; to be
fupported in the 777/ : then it will appear with beauty

1 in
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in the Svuth, and even enlighten thofe ‘who are in
' darkuefs 5 to take away their prejudices—to fubdue
illiberal fentiments ; and to convince them, that the
mafonic order contains nothing againft God, Reli-
gion, Morality, or Government : that it is the way
to happinefs.

May Brotheﬂy Love dwell within your Walls,
Concord prefide at your Meetings ; and Unanimity
be the. Beauty of your Affemblies.

May your Lodge be the T emple of Virtue, and
deftroy the fchool of vice. :

May your Benevolence fupport the trembling
fteps of the aged—comfort the mourning widow—
guide the helplefs orphan;; and afford relief to the
diftrefied. :

May the Great Archite@t fmile on you—your
families—and on all your concerns: His left band
be under your bead, and bis right -hand embrace you.
May he profperyourlabour—blefs your undertakings,
and encreafe yout refpectability. = So that your name
may be handed down to pofterity, and the annals of
mafonry may fention it with praife.

PrruiT me, my Brethren, as a Veteran in the
Royal Art, to entreat you, never to depart from the
mafonic
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#nafonic inftitution : let us prove to the world, al-
though our fecrets are unknown to them, that God-
linefs is our Corner Stone—TFaith, Hope and Charity
the guides of our conduct ; and Heaven our country.
United as we are here below, by ties of Friendfhip
and Brotherly Love, we fhall once more be united
hereafter, in love and praife—and freedom of foul
for ever.

Anp Thou, Great Architeét of the Univerfe—
once more we entreat thy bleflings, for this band of
Brethren. - Be Thou their Wifdom in the way of
duty: Strengthen their endeavours to promote uni-
verfal Love and ﬁenevolence; and grant them to
enjoy the eternal Beauties of thy Holy Prefence.

FINIS.

e 50D
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