
THE ATLANTIC UNION RESOLUTION
(Senate Concurrent Resolution No. 4 ;

Whereas the parties to the North Atlantic Treaty have declared themselves
"determined to safeguard the freedom, common heritage, and civilization
of their peoples, founded on the principles of democracy, individual liberty,
and the rule of law," and "resolved to unite their efforts for collective
defense and for the preservation of peace and security;" and

Whereas they have agreed in article 2 of that treaty to "contribute toward the
further development of peaceful and friendly international relations by
strengthening their free institutions, by bringing about a better understand-
ing of the principles upon which these institutions are founded, and by
promoting conditions of stability and well-being" and to "seek to eliminate
conflict in their international economic policies" and to "encourage eco-
nomic collaboration between any or all of them"; and

Whereas the principles on which our American freedom is founded are those
of federal union which were applied for the first time in history in the
United States Constitution; and

Whereas our Federal Convention of 1787 worked out these principles of
union as a means of safeguarding the individual liberty and common
heritage of the people of thirteen sovereign States, strengthening their free
institutions, uniting their defensive efforts, encouraging their economic
collaboration, and severally attaining the aims that the democracies of the
North Atlantic have set for themselves in the aforesaid treaty; and

House Concurrent Resolution No. 26)
Whereas these federal union principles have succeeded impressively in ad-

vancing such aims in the United States, Canada, Switzerland, and wherever
other free peoples have applied them; and

Whereas the United States, together with the other signatories to the treaty,
has promised to bring about a better understanding of these federal prin-
ciples and has, as their most extensive practitioner and greatest beneficiary,
a unique moral obligation to make this contribution to peace; and

Whereas the United States and the other six democracies which sponsored
the treaty have, by their success in drafting it and extending it to others,
established a precedent for united action toward the attainment of these
aims, and the creation of a free and lasting union: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved by the Senate (the House of Representatives con-
curring), That the President is requested to invite the democ-
racies which sponsored the North Atlantic Treaty to name
delegates, representing their principal political parties, to
meet this year with delegates of the United States in a Federal
Convention to explore how far their peoples, and the peoples
of such other democracies as the convention may invite to
send delegates, can apply among them, within the framework
of the United Nations, the principles of free federal union.
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BYRON G. ROGERS (D., Colo.)
HORACE SEELY-BROWN (R., Conn.)
ROBERT L. F. SIKES (D., Fla.)
EDWARD L. SITTLER, JR. (R., Penn.)
FRANK E. SMITH (D., Miss.)
WILLIAM G. STIGLER (D., Okla.)
OLIN E. TEAGUE (D., Texas)
ALBERT THOMAS (D., Texas)
CLARK W. THOMPSON (D., Texas)
RUTH THOMPSON (R., Mich.)
THOR C. TOLLEFSON (R., Wash.)
HAROLD H. VELDE (R., 111.)
WILLIAM B. WIDNALL (R., N.J.)
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