Columbia University Libraries

Publication and Digital Reproduction Policy and Procedures

A central mission of Columbia University Libraries (CUL) is to make its collections available in support of research and scholarship by members of the Columbia University community and others.  In order to support research and scholarship, CUL seeks to reduce or eliminate restrictions for the research and educational uses of the CUL collections, including the reproduction and publication of materials found in the collections.
  However, CUL and users of the Libraries must respect copyrights and other legal rights held by other parties that may affect the use of materials in the collections.  Therefore, CUL provides services on the following terms for purposes of supporting teaching, research, and other scholarship.  This statement applies only if the use of materials is principally for research and scholarship.  Uses that are principally for commercial purposes may be subject to separate agreement between the user and the specific Columbia library holding the materials of interest.
Reproduction of Materials from the CUL Collections

· Reproduction by Users.  Users are responsible for reproductions and other uses that they may make of materials from the CUL collections.
· Reproduction by CUL Librarians and Staff.  CUL offers various reprographic services upon request.  CUL has the discretion to make or not make the copies, and will do so only in a manner consistent with copyright law and any other obligations, and consistent with the conservation and managerial practices of CUL.  Individual libraries at Columbia may set fees and terms for such services.

Publication and Other Uses of Materials from CUL Collections

· General Position.  In order to reduce barriers to the dissemination of research conducted in its collections, CUL will ordinarily not set conditions on publication of materials from the CUL collections in connection with scholarship.  CUL does not hold the copyright to most materials in the collections, and CUL will neither grant nor deny copyright permission regarding such materials.
· Columbia University Holds the Copyright.  If Columbia University or any affiliated party holds the copyright or other legal rights in materials, the appropriate Columbia office may set standards and terms for the use of such materials.

· Materials or Services are Subject to Contract or Other Obligation.  Some materials in the CUL collections are subject to contractual obligations or other restrictions on use.  Users are responsible for inquiring about such conditions and using materials in an appropriate manner.
[Click here for examples of how this policy may apply in various situations.]  [link this sentence to the examples page]

Acknowledgement

· CUL asks all researchers who use its collections to cite accurately and to acknowledge and give appropriate credit to the specific library within CUL for supporting their research.  [Please contact the appropriate library for the preferred form of citation.]  [link this sentence to the list of libraries page]
Further Information
· For additional information about copyright law as it is relevant to education, research, and scholarship, visit the website of the Copyright Advisory Office (www.copyright.columbia.edu) based at CUL.  Users should seek independent advice on all legal matters.
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� This document is only about uses of materials from the CUL collections.  Access to collections may be governed by independent standards.  For example, many online databases have restricted access, and access to the library buildings is subject to CUL rules and regulations.
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