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Administrative Information

Provenance: Ada Maria Isasi-Diaz donated her papers to the Archives of Women in
Theological Scholarship in 2001 and additions have been received at
subsequent intervals.

Access: Archival papers are available to registered readers for consultation by
appointment only. Please contact archives staff by phone, fax or email
archives @uts.columbia.edu, as far in advance as possible.

Access restrictions: Student papers are Restricted under FERPA regulations within SElces

All documents in BECSIOISISIGHERNG e also Restricted until
January 1, 2032. The remainder of the collection is unrestricted

Preferred Citation: Item description, series #, box #, folder #. Ada Maria Isasi-Diaz Papers,
Archives of Women in Theological Scholarship, The Burke Library
(Columbia University Libraries) at Union Theological Seminary, New York,
NY.

Biography

Ada Maria Isasi-Diaz was born on March 22, 1943 in La Habana, Cuba. She left Cuba in 1960
as a political refugee. She graduated with a Bachelor of Arts, with a major in European History
from the College of New Rochelle, New York in 1971. In January 1967 she arrived in Lima, Peru
to join the Ursuline sisters as a missionary, serving in the Maria Madre de Dios Parish as a
Junior High School teacher until 1969. In May 1977 Isasi-Diaz earned an M.A. in Medieval
History from State University of New York at Brockport and a permanent certificate as High
School Teacher in New York in 1978. From Union Theological Seminary in New York she
received a Master of Divinity in 1985, an M.Phil in 1989, and a Ph.D. in Christian Social Ethics in
1990. She has received an honorary degree, Doctor of Laws, from Lynchburg College in
Virginia.

From 1978 to 1982 Isasi-Diaz served as Regional Developer on the Office Ministerial Team of
the Women'’s Ordination Conference in Rochester, New York. Isasi-Diaz began lecturing and
writing in 1982. She was invited to lecture at Union Theological Seminary prior to beginning her
doctoral program. Between 1987 and 1990 she served as a Director of Programs and Associate
General Director of Church Women United in New York. Drew University in Madison, New
Jersey appointed Isasi-Diaz was appointed as professor of Ethics and Theology at Drew
University, Madison, New Jersey, in 1991, where she founded the Hispanic Institute of Theology
in 1992.

Isasi-Diaz is an activist-theologian involved in the feminist theological movement. She has
worked on developing and elaborating a Mujerista theology, a theology from a U.S. Latina
perspective. The Sister Fund: Theological Renaissance Project is one of the movements Isasi-
Diaz has been involved with and she is an active member of EATWOT, www.eatwot.org, whose
records are also in the Burke Library Archives

(see http://www.columbia.edu/cu/lweb/img/assets/6400/WAB_EATWOT.pdf)

On several occasions Isasi-Diaz has returned to teach at Seminario Ecuménico de Teologia in
Cuba. She continues to elaborate Mujerista theology in conversation with liberation and other
women-centered theologies.



mailto:archives%20@uts.columbia.edu
http://www.eatwot.org/
http://www.columbia.edu/cu/lweb/img/assets/6400/WAB_EATWOT.pdf

Isasi-Diaz is the author of several major books, including :

En La Lucha: A Hispanic Women'’s Liberation Theology (1993)
Women of God, Women of the People (1995)

Mujerista Theology: A Theology for the 21 Century (1996)

La Lucha Continues — Mujerista Theology (2004)

Isasi-Diaz co-authored or co-edited several volumes:

God's Fierce Whimsy (1983)

Inheriting Our Mother’s Gardens (1988),

Hispanic Women: Prophetic Voice in the Church (1993)
Hispanic/Latino Theology — Challenge and Promise (1996)
Camino a Emaus: Compartiendo el Ministerio de Jesus (2004)

Collection Scope and Content Note

The collection consists of lectures, correspondence, working papers, publications, and other
related materials from the files of Ada Maria Isasi-Diaz. The materials in this collection span
much of her professional career as an activist and theologian, although the bulk of the material
is from the 1970s through to the early 2000s. The bulk of the collection consists of minutes,
correspondence, and newsletters from her work with women’s organizations, as well as
manuscripts of her lectures and publications. Also included are audiotapes, videotapes,
personal correspondence, published articles, and clippings from magazines and newspapers.

The collection is divided into eight series:

Series 1: Women’s Ordination Conference / Rochester Regional Task Force, 1975-
1989 (6 Boxes [1 — 6], 3.0 linear ft.)

This series contain notes, correspondence, committee minutes, and reports relating to
Isasi-Diaz’s work as a member of the Women'’s Ordination Conference and the
Rochester Regional Task Force. It also contains some reports done for Las Hermanas
organization and resource articles prepared for WOC. The series is alphabetical by
organization (Hermanas, RRTF, WOC) and type (contracts, correspondence, minutes,
newsletter, programs, proposals, reports), and then chronological. Some materials are in
Spanish.

Series 2: Lectures and Conferences, 1978 — 2007 (4 Boxes [7 —8b], 1.75 linear ft.)
Series 2 contains personal correspondence, drafts, outlines, programs, newspaper and
magazine clippings of public lectures presented by Isasi-Diaz. This series also contains
Isasi-Diaz’s homilies and syllabi. Arrangement is by type and chronological. In case of
materials with no dates the arrangement is alphabetical when titled. Some materials are
in Spanish, and some newspaper clippings are in Italian and German.




Series 3: Publications, 1966- 1999 (2 Boxes [9 — 9A], 0.75 linear ft.)

Series 3 contains articles, book reviews of Isasi-Diaz’s books, consent forms,
correspondence all relating to her publications. There are also unpublished articles and
Bible Studies in this series. Some materials are in Spanish. Student papers are subject to
FERPA restrictions in box 9A.

Series 4: Videotapes, 2003 & undated (1 Box [10], 0.25 linear ft.)
Series 4 contains two videotapes, one VHS and one Beta. These are video-recordings of
Isasi-Diaz lectures or presentations.

Series 5: Audiotapes, 1997-2001 (1 Box [11], 0.25 linear ft.)
Series 5 contains audio-recordings of lectures or presentations by Isasi-Diaz. There is a
3 tape series on “Spirituality and Justice.” Some portions may be in Spanish.

Series 6: Sister Fund: Theological Renaissance Project, Nov. 2000 — Sept. 2007 (1
Box, 0.25 linear ft.) RESIRICIED

Series 6 contains reports, writings and correspondence related to the Sister Fund:
Theological Renaissance Project. Also included are some papers regarding a Women
Centered Theology group, which overlapped in membership with the Theological
Renaissance Project.

Series 7: Professional Activities and Awards, Jan. 1993 — May, 2006 (1 Box, 0.25
linear ft.)

Series 7 contains material regarding professional activities, such as student trips,
academic awards and course evaluations. This series also contains color, black and
white photos.

Series 8: Correspondence: Professional and Personal, Dec. 1988 — Aug. 2007 (1
Box, 0.50 linear ft.)

Series 8 contains professional and personal correspondence in the form of letters and e-
mail communications. This series also contains greeting cards and a group photo.

Processing

When the Burke Library acquired Isasi-Diaz’s papers, an attempt was made to maintain the
original order she imposed throughout the course of her career. However, some limited
rationalization was introduced for ease of access. Folded materials were flattened. Newspaper

clippings were photocopied on acid free paper. Staples, rubber bands, and metal clips were
removed and replaced with plastic clips. All materials were placed in acid-free folders and
boxes.



Contents List

Series 1: Women’s Ordination Conference / Rochester Regional Task Force, 1975 - 1989
Box 1

Las Hermanas Reports [1986 — 1989]
R.R.T.F.
Correspondence [1975 — 1981] (2f)
Minutes [1975- 1982] (3f)
Newsletter [1980- 1982]
Programs [1977- 1983 and undated]
Proposals and Reports (2f)

Box 2
W.O.C.
Contracts
Correspondence [1976-1978] (11f)

Box 3
W.O.C. (cont'd)
Correspondence (cont’'d) [1979- 1982 and undated] (7f)
Minutes [1975- 1977] (5f)

Box 4
W.O.C. (cont'd)
Minutes (cont'd) [1978- 1982 and undated] (9f)
Meeting Notes [1975 —1981 and undated] (2f)

Box 5
W.O.C. (cont'd)

Newsletter [1976-1978]
Newspaper Clippings (3f)
“New Woman/New Church” [1978-1981 and undated] (3f)
Pamphlets [1977-1982 and undated]
Press Releases [1976- 1979]
Programs [1975 — 1983]

Box 6
W.O.C. (cont'd)
Proposals [1975-1979 and undated] (2f)
Reports on Dialogue with Bishops [1981]
Resource Articles [1976-1980] (4f)
Rosters [1975-1982 and undated]
Correspondence, Aug.1978 — Feb. 1982



Series 2: Lectures and Conferences , 1978 - 2007
Box 7

“Espiritualidad, Ministerios y Papel De La Mujer En La Iglesia” [1978]

Untitled lecture in Detroit [1979]

“La Mujer En EI Ministerio Ordenado De La Iglesia y la Liberacion Humana
[1979]

“Structural Change: Not A Matter of Option” [1979]

Untitled Lecture in Spanish (Saginaw, MI) [1979]

“The Role of Hispanic Women in the Renewal of The Church” [1979]

Untitled RRTF Lecture [1980]

“Religious Education as Ministry” (Canandigua, NY) [1980]

Untitled Lecture at St. John’s on the Ridge [1980]

“Women'’s Solidarity Day” (Milwaukee, WI) [1980]

“Women in the Church Today” (Maryknoll College) [1980]

“Ministry in the Church Today” (University of Michigan) [1980]

“Dissent in the Church Today” (Colombine Center) [1980]

Untitled Lecture at Prophetic Theology Conference [1980]

“Continuing Education for Religious Teachers” [1980]

Untitled Lecture at St. John’s Humboldt [1980]

Untitled Spanish lecture (Saginaw, MI) [1980]

Untitled (Elmira College) [1980]

“On Gathering Our Sustenance, Strategizing for Action . . .” (Union Theological
Seminary) [1981]

“Women and Religion: Changes and Challenges” (Traverse Ecumenical
Assembly) [1981]

“Repentance and Forgiveness” (Memphis, TN) [1981]

“Women’s Spirituality as An Agent of Change” [1981]

“Bonding Necessitates Conversion: A Call to Create A Common Future” [1981]

“Celebrating Love, Anger, and Pain As Sisters” (Rochester, NY) [1982]

“Sisterhood: Core of Liberating Struggle (Vanderbilt Divinity School) [1982]

Untitled at LCWR Region 11 [1982]

Untitled at Ursulines of Tildonk Provincial Chapter [1982]

“Liberation/Oppression and the Word” (Ossining) [1983]

“Dreaming Our Future into Being” [1983]

Untitled (Denver) [1984]

Untitled at LCWR [1984]

“If You Want Peace Work for Justice” (Brooklyn, NY) [1984]

“Woman: Weaver of Peace” (Charities of Halifax) [1984]

“Power” (Church Women United) [1984]

Workshop “Building Our Community of Struggle’ (Michigan) [1985]

“Women: Prophetic Voices in Our Church and In Our World” (Perdue) [1985]

“The Importance of Story Telling” (San Antonio, TX) [1985]

Untitled (Washington) [1985]

“Hispanas Unidas, La Fortaleza Espiritual De La Mujer” (San Antonio, TX) [1986]

“Dream Dreams and See Visions: The Future Is Now” [1986]

Untitled at Granby (Colorado) [1986]



Series 2: Lectures and Conferences , 1978 - 2007

Box 7 (cont'd)

Box 8

Untitled [1986]

“Towards A Hispanic Women'’s Liberation Theology” (Maryknoll) [1986]
Untitled [American Academy of Religion) [1986]

“Women: Prophetic Voice in the World” [1986]

“To Dissent Is To Love: (Sisters of St. Francis) [1987]

Untitled (Bi-lingual) [1987]

“Dream Dreams and See Visions” (Stony Point) [1987]

“Some Understandings/ Learnings about Sisterhood” (Auburn Seminary) [1987]
“Solidarity—Love of Neighbor in the 1980s” (Church Women United) [1987]
“Central America” (Rochester) [1988]

Untitled [1988]

Untitled (Kirkridge) [1988]

Untitled [1988]

Untitled (CWU, Ohio) [1988]

Untitled (American Academy of Religion) [1988]

Untitled (Orlando) [1989]

Untitled [1989]

Untitled (Colgate University) [1989]

Workshop “Changing Realities” (Union Theological Seminary) [1989]
Untitled [1989]

Untitled at Lutheran Human Relations Assoc. [1989]

“Liberation Theology from its Latin American Sources” [1989]
“Ecumenism In Our World Today” (Honolulu) [1990]

“Speaking the Truth to Power” (Honolulu) [1990]

“Justice Paves the Road to the Promised Land” (Honolulu) [1990]
“Bases Para La Reflexion Teologica” [1990]

Untitled At Women'’s Interseminary Conf. [1990]

Untitled [1990]

Untitled [1991]

“Mirrors of the Spirit” [1991]

Untitled at Las Hermanas gathering (Albuquerque) [1991]

Untitled at Jubilee Assembly [1991]

Untitled (University of Florida) [1992]

Untitled (Presbyterian College, South Carolina) [1992]

“Latina Spirituality” (University of California Los Angeles) [1992]

“La Etica Cristiana y Las Estructuras De Poder” [1992]

“Mujeristas: A Name of Our Own” (Perkins School of Theology) [1992]

Untitled at Presbyterian Peacemaking Conference [1996]

“Speaking to the Expansiveness of Womanist Theology” (American Academy of
Religion) [1997]

Untitled at Disciples Regional Assembly (Springfield, IL) [1998]

Untitled (American Academy of Religion) [1998]

“As the Church Has Always Taught” [2000]



Series 2: Lectures and Conferences , 1978 - 2007
Box 8 (cont'd)
“Community” [n.d.]
“La Mujer Voz Profética” [n.d.]
“Love” [n.d.]
“The God We've Yet to Know — A Reflection for Mother’s Day” [n.d.]
“The Ministering Community of Faith” [n.d.]
“Power” [n.d.]
“We Are Called” [n.d.]
“What Is Church [n.d.]
“Spirituality” (Milwaukee) [n.d.]
Lectures not dated and untitled
Correspondence [1976-1987, not dated]
Homilies/ Sermons [1977-1990, and not dated (3f)]
Newspaper Clippings [1990 — 2001, and not dated (2f)]
Programs [1980-1998, and not dated (2f)]
Syllabi [1983- 1996]

Box 8A

Conference Programs, Nov. 1993 — Jun. 2006

Professional Awards, Conference Announcements and Programs, Jul. 1994 —
Jan. 2007

Seminario Ecuménico de Teologia, Matanzas, Cuba: Correspondence, Dec.
1994 — Aug. 1997

Primer Encuentro PARAL-PRECAS [Conference], La Habana, Cuba, Mar.1997

Seminario Ecuménico de Teologia, Matanzas, Cuba, Christian Ethics Course,
Mar. 1998 — Apr. 1998: Correspondence

Conference and Book Signing Announcements, Posters, Programs,
Apr. 1997 — Mar. 2006

2nd International Meeting of Social Religious Studies, La Habana, Cuba, Jun —
Jul 1998, Papers

Addresses and presentations: notes, programs, corresp. Mar. 1997 —
Jun. 2002

Conf. Program, Univ. of Dayton Faculty Contract, Jun. 2001 — Sept. 2007

Conference Programs, Oct. 2002 — Apr. 2003

“Transcript” of Women Scholars Conversation, AAR Conference, Nov. 2003

Conference Programs and Announcements, Mar. 2004 — Oct. 2006

Academic Conference Programs, Apr. 2004 — Dec. 2004

World Forum on Theo. and Liberation, Jan. 2005; Women'’s
Voices...on Being Church, Nov. 2004

S. Korea Conferences: Programs, Papers, Correspondence, May — June 2005;
Ewha Womans University Contract, Apr. 2005



Series 2: Lectures and Conferences, 1978 - 2007
Box 8B
Assoc. Theo. Schools: Conference Program, Notes, Oct. 2005 — Feb. 2007
Union Day Program, Oct. 2005; “Knowing, Doing, Loving: The Art of
Theology,” Theo Spirit, F. 2002
Conference and Commencement Programs, Addresses, May, 2006 — Feb.
2007
Ecumenical Association of Third World Theologians (EATWOT), Jul. 2006
EATWOT: Itinerary, Papers Presented, Panel Presentations, Jul. 2006

Series 3: Publications, 1966 - 2007
Box 9

Articles — published

“Views from Two Cultures—Mother Ada on Student Involvement” The Tatler, Jan.

1966

“Crénica de Una Historia,” El Visitante Dominical, Sept, 1977.

“iQue Participen Todos!” The Tablet, Oct., 1977.

“Silent Women Will Never Be Heard,” Missiology: An International Review,
Vol. VII, No. 3, July, 1979.

Untitled. Hartford Courant. Oct., 1979.

“Truinfaremos,” El Visitante Dominical, Nov., 1979.

“Los Obispos Hispanos En La Conferencia,” El Visitante Dominical, Dec.,
1980.

“Una Mujer Laica y El Sinodo de Obispos,” El Visitante Dominical, Dec.,
1980.

“Politics of Feminist Spirituality” [c.1981]

Book Review of “The Politics of Women’s Spirituality,” Cross Currents,
1981.

“Hispanic Letter: ‘Felicitaciones™ National Catholic Reporter, Vol. 18, No.
38, 1982.

“5,000 monjas marchan: entregan cartas a Reagan,” Nuevo Amanecer,
Vol. 1, No. 1, 1982

“Cultura es la expression del Evangelio en el Pueblo,” Nuevo Amanecer,
June, 1982.

“Unidos, No En Masa,” Pueblo De Dios, Oct, 1982.

“Unidos Pero No Es Masa,” El Visitante Dominical, Oct, 1982.

“Significant First Steps,” PROBE, Vol. XI, No. 3, Feb-Mar. 1982.

“Dos Afos Después” Revista Maryknoll, agosto 1982.

“Two Worlds Pull Feminist Hispanics” NCR, Vol. 20., No. 25, April 1984.

“Mujer Hispana: Voz Profética En La Iglesia de EU” Nuevo Amanecer,
agosto 1985.

“Marjorie Tuite: Presente” Conscience, July/August 1986.

“Ties That Bind” PROBE, Vol XV., No. 5, Nov. 1987.

“A Call To Radicalness” Circle of Prayer, Vol. Eleven, Oct, 1988.

“Building the Global Sisterhood” PROBE, Vol. XVII, No. 3, June/July 1989.



Series 3: Publications, 1966 - 2007
Box 9 (cont'd)
“Mujeristas: A Name of Our Own” Christian Century, May 24-31, 1989.
“A Platform for Original Voices” Christianity and Crisis, Vol. 49., No. 9,
June, 1989.
Untitled. Faith and Order, June 1989.
“Ministry Among Hispanics” Vanguard, Sept.- Oct. 1989.
“Opening of 1989 Conference” Informes, Vo.l. 4, No. 3, Dec. 1989.
Book Review of “El Salvador: A Spring Whose Waters Never Run Dry,”
Churchwoman, Vol. 6
“Sammy Sosa: Un Verdadero Campedn” Qué Pasa Carolina, 22 oct/ 4
nov 1998.
“Economics, Ethics and the Everyday of Cuba Today” Serviam, Afio 32,
No. 1, enero 1999.
“Felicidades Virgencita De Guadalupe” Qué Pasa Carolina, 3 dic/16 dic
1998
“Bendiciones de Afio Nuevo” Qué Pasa Carolina, 14 enero/27 enero 1999.
“No Lo Busquen En La Tumba: jCristo Resucito!” Qué Pasa Carolina , 8
abril/22 abril 1999.
“El Ritmo De La Cuaresma” Qué Pasa Carolina, 11 marzo/ 24 marzo
1999.
“La Reconciliacién A Todo Costo” Qué Pasa Carolina, 8 oct./21 oct. 1999.
Articles- published [not dated]
Bible Studies [1985 & not dated]
Book Reviews
Books- published
En La Lucha/In the Struggle [Book Reviews]
Mujerista Theology [Book Reviews]
Hispanic Women: Prophetic Voice In the Church (3f)
Book Reviews
Consent Forms
Correspondence Aug. 1982- Oct. 1984
Unpublished Papers (3f) [1969- Oct. 1988, and (2f) not dated]
Papers/Reflections, Isasi- Diaz
Periodical Articles, Sept. 1997 — Feb. 2007

Box 9A
“Violence in the Home: A Latino Concern,” Isasi- Diaz, [1997/2007?]
Papers/Reflections by Various Woman Scholars, 2002 — 2004
Fortress Press Book Releases and Book Reviews, Jan. 2003 — Sept. 2007
Papers from Students of Isasi-Diaz, Spring 2005 — Apr. 2007 (2f) RESHICICOIEIE
“Kin-dom of God and Politics;” Isasi- Diaz, Theo Spirit, W. 2006
Newspaper Articles, Isasi- Diaz, Jan. 2007 — Mar. 2007
Guidelines re Responding to...Sexual Abuse, O. Quevedo, [2007]
“Feminist Ethics in Practice — Case Study,” Isasi-Diaz
Drafts of “The Violence of Fear,” Isasi- Diaz



Series 4: Video-tapes, 2003 & Undated
Box 10
Two video-recordings of public presentations by Isasi-Diaz: one VHS, one Beta
video tape cassette
“Reconceptualizing Differences: Key Element of Justice,” Isasi- Diaz,
(Videotape), May 2003

Series 5: Audiotapes
Box 11
Local Talk at Kwanzaa “Mujerista Theology,” [Nov. 1997]
“Lo cotidiano: the Everyday as Key Element of Justice,” [Feb. 1999]
Untitled, Puerto Rico [March 2000]
“Spirituality and Justice,” [May 1, 2001] (3 tapes)
DVD’s, Computer Diskettes re Dissertation, Dec. 1994 — 2006
DVD: “Latina’s Faith: A Matter of Life and Death,” Isasi- Diaz, Feb. 2007
Audio Tape Cassettes and Transcripts of Isasi- Diaz Presentations, Mar. 2001
- Apr. 2004

Series 6: Sister Fund — Theoloiical Renaissance Pro'|ect, Nov. 2000 — Sept. 2007

Theological Renaissance Project: Poems, Expense Report, Nov. 2000 — Jun.

2003
TRP: Theological Renaissance Project: Reports, Pictures, Dec. 2000 — Summer, 2003
TRP: Theological Renaissance Project/Sister Fund, Aug. 19999 — Nov. 2007
TRP: Theological Renaissance Project/Sister Fund, Jul. 1999 — Sept. 2007
Correspondence: Women Centered Theology Writing Group, Jun. 2006
Correspondence: Theo. Ren. Project, Exuma Meeting, Aug. 2006 — Dec. 2006
Correspondence: Sister Fund Group, Nov. 2006 — Dec. 2006
Correspondence: Women Centered Theology, Jul. 2001 — Sept. 2007

Series 7: Professional Activities and Awards, Jan. 1993 — May, 2006
Box 1

El Salvador, Jan. 1993: papers incl. Itinerary, Corresp., Journal, 1992-1994
Cuba: Corresp., Presentation, Student Paper , May 1997 - May, 2002

Drew Theological School (DTS) Student Trip, Cuba, Jan. 1999

DTS Student Trip, Cuba, Jan. 2003

Identification Cards for Teaching Appointments; 9 Portraits, b & w, color
Colgate University Commencement Program, Hon. Degree, May, 2006
Academic Awards for Isasi-Diaz, Apr. 1988 — Mar. 2005

Hispanic Inst. of Theology; Course Evaluations, Sum. 2003 — Oct. 2005



Series 8: Correspondence: Professional and Personal, Dec. 1988 — Aug. 2007
Box 1
Correspondence: Professional, Dec. 1988 — Dec. 2004
Correspondence: Professional, Nov. 2000 — Aug. 2007
Correspondence: Personal, Greeting Cards, Group Photo (color), Aug. 1999 — Jan. 2005
E-mail Correspondence: Professional and Personal, Feb. 2000 — Apr. 2007
E-mail Correspondence: Professional and Personal, Jun. 2001 — Mar. 2005
E-mail Correspondence: Professional and Personal, Jul. 2001 — Dec. 2004
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