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Organizational History

The Primer Encuentro Latinoamericano de Cristianos por el Socialismo (PELCS)
represents the concerted efforts of eighty Chilean priests whose socialist commitments
drew followers from throughout Latin America. Originally dubbed Las Ochenta (the
eighty), this group issued a 1971 manifesto supporting the socialist movements in Chile.
One year later, the group had changed its name to Cristianos por el Socialismo and had
expanded their group’s vision to include laity, women religious, and Protestants. They
called for the first “encounter” of Christian socialists to take place in Santiago, Chile in
April of that year.

PELCS had two primary goals. First, this conference aimed to unite Christian groups
across the church’s hierarchical and denominational divides. Thus, attendees included
Roman Catholic priests, Protestant ministers, laity, and women religious. In doing so,
the PELCS sought to create a broad commitment to the liberation of Latin American
people from economic dependence on capitalist countries. They argued that such
dependence had resulted in Latin America’s state of underdevelopment. The second
goal of the PELCS concerned the integration of Christian and socialist ideologies. In
doing so, conference leaders sought to provide a rationale by which Christians could
understand their faith as a basis for participation in the liberation struggles taking place.

The PELCS conference was deliberately held at the same time (and across the street
from) the United Nation’s Commission on Trade and Development (UNCTAD).

An article from The Christian Century noted that those attending the PELCS were
“constantly aware of the nearby UNCTAD sessions, whose call for developed nations to
assist underdeveloped nations sharply contrasted with the socialist Christians’
conviction that prolonging dependency and underdevelopment in the Third World is
necessary to developed nations, and that development programs serve only to maintain

such relations and conditions,” *.

The conference drew more than 450 attendees including various organizations such as
Third World Priests of Argentina, the Golconda Movement of Columbia, and Church and



Society in Latin America (ISAL). Many of the attending laypersons were fieldworkers
living in base communities.

!Barndt, Joseph R “Revolutionary Christians Confer in Santiago,” in The Christian
Century, 89, Je 14-21, 1972, p 691-695.

Collection Scope and Content Note

The PELCS papers consist of reports, correspondences, publications, and other
materials relating to this congress. The majority of documents are in Spanish. English
translations of the conference’s final report are included.

The bulk of the materials was created in preparation for PELCS. This includes reports
on socialist movements in various Latin American countries; dispatches from the
executive secretary of the PELCS, William Redington; and in-depth essays on the ten
areas (themes) of the conference as follows:

l. Underdevelopment, dependence, and the transition to socialism in Latin
America.

[I.  Mobilization of the masses.

[ll.  Conditions for a strategic alliance between Christians and Marxists.

IV. Ideology and religion: Cultural Revolution and the Christian faith.

V. Class struggle: ethical positions and obstacles for Christians.

VI. Christian institutions and ideology: a critical evaluation

VII. Political action and faith: liberation theology

VIIl. Popular parties, unions, and pragmatic Christianity

IX. Field-labor movements and church initiatives

X.  The middle class, women in the revolution, and the Christian factor.

Processing
When the Burke Library acquired the PELCS papers, an attempt was made to maintain
the original order imposed on the contents.

Folded materials were flattened. Staples, rubber bands, and metal clips were removed
and replaced with plastic clips. All materials were placed in acid-free folders and boxes.
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Documento final, edicion popular;
indice de documentos;
Areas I-V:
I. Sub-desarrollo, dependencia y transicion al socialismo

[l. Movilizacion Popular

[ll. Condiciones de una alianza estratégica entre cristianos y marxistas
IV. ldeologiay religion, revolucion cultural y fe cristiana

V. Lucha de clases--posiciones y bloqueos éticos de los cristianos

Areas VI-X:
VI. Instituciones e ideologia cristiana: evaluacion critica
VII. Accidn politica y fe: teologia de la liberacion
VIII. Partidos y sindicalismos del pueblo y practica cristiana
IX. Movimientos campesinos y accion de las iglesias
X. Capas medias y la mujer en la revolucion y el factor cristiano

Final report in English;
Articles on PELCS, 1972.

Conclusiones Finales;

Carta al Sr. Cardenal Raul Silva Henriquez, Marzo 20, 1972.;

Copia fiel de la reunién sostenida por el cardenal Silva Henriquez con los
participantes en el congreso “Cristianos por el socialismo” el dia 25
de Abril en el arzobispado de Santiago.

Notas para las comisiones;

Conclusiones de comisiones;

Primeras redacciones de los documentos finales, 12 y 22 ediciones;
Documento final, 12 edicion

Informes Nacionales: Bolivia, Columbia, Costa Rica, Cuba, Chile,
Republica Dominicana

Informes Nacionales: Ecuador, Honduras, México, Canada,
Panama, Peru, Puerto Rico, Uruguay.

Despachos del Secretario Ejecutivo, pre y pos encuentro,
Julio de 1971-Septiembre 1972

Despachos del Secretario Ejecutivo, pre y pos encuentro,
Noviembre 1972-Febrero 1973



Despachos del Secretario Ejecutivo, pre y pos encuentro,
Noviembre 1972-Abril 1973

Final document translated into English;
Articles on PELCS, 1972.

Documento final, 12 edicién
Areas V-VIII, duplicate copies

Areas IX-X, duplicate copies
Areas |, duplicate copies

Area 1I-1V, duplicate copies
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