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Puerto Rico - 1420 lbs. of 
Garbage per Person per 
Year
US Produces - 1642 lbs. 
40,000 Tons of Waste ⇒
1 Acre of Land Lost
Puerto Rico has 32 Open 
Landfills 
• Only 5 are EPA Compliant

Existing Waste 
Management Plan is 
Inadequate
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Source: EPA Landfills WTE

Tipping Fee $35-55 $45-65

Pollutants Methane, Leachate Dioxins, NOx, Mercury

Dioxin Emissions
in the U.S. (2002)
MSW Incineration 12
Coal-Fired Utilities 60
Residential Wood 
Burning

62

Diesel trucks 35

• 0.22% of U.S. Emissions• 0.22% of U.S. Emissions

• 2% of U.S.Emissions• 2% of U.S.Emissions

• Dioxin Emissions in the U.S. Decreased 
from 8,887 TEQ in 1987 to 12 TEQ in 2002
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Removal of Metals and Recyclables Increases
WTE Efficiency
U.S. Cities with WTE Have Higher Recycling Rates
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WTE Provides a Viable
Alternative to Current Practices
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Management Problem
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Closing ThoughtsClosing Thoughts

EnvironmentalPublic Financial



Questions:Questions:

WTE Team: Michael Carim, Whitney Blake, Alex Amerman, Billy Gridley, 
Nina Kishore, Monica Kurpiewski, Sung Ah Lee, Safet Marke, Adam 
Raphaely, Allison Reilly  

Advisor: Dr. Steve Cohen
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