10/14 - MSA Meeting #13 

Present: 


Board Members: Muzna A., Zaki A., Sairah A., Yusuf A., Samiha R., Noor A., Fatimah R.,  Adel 
E., 
Fahmida
 I,  Sadaf S, Aleq A., Sarosh A., Taimur M.

Absent: Irem B., Muhammad A.
· Welcome/ Introduction 

· Taimur Malik, our new Social Chair, introduced himself to the board. 
· In the future, please take note that meetings will begin at 8:30 on the dot, tardiness will not be tolerated. 
· Muslim Advisory Council 

· Abdelrahman Rashdan is a SIPA student  who previously wrote for Islam Online. In his interview he stated that he would like to see a greater spiritual side of the MSA and wanted to become an OCM to familiarize himself with the organization. He was very active in our general body meeting and very knowledgeable about Islam as he leads our halaqas. 

· Unanimous vote to include him as the chair of the Muslim Advisory Council

· Mandatory attendance at one meeting per month, the rest are optional

· Brothers Halaqas (Adel, Yusuf)
· Attendance was 4 or 5 brothers. Event well very well with reading of Quran and tafseer. Also a great deal of discussion of dialogue.

· Will rely on word of mouth publicity and will post a flyer on the prayer room.

· Sisters  Halaqas (Noor)
· This Tuesday we will use room 569 for Haroon Moghul who is coming to speak about the ICNYU Umrah Trip.

· We will hold sister halaqas Tuesdays after Isha in the prayer room from here on out, hopefully on a weekly basis.
· Pizza Sale Recap (Sairah)
· Had no problem selling all of our tshirts.

· Therefore, we recovered all of our t shirt costs and most likely made some profit for HCZ as well, Sairah will calculate this and get back to the board on it.
· Eid Dinner Recap (Yusuf, Noor)
· Samiha will email a fast a thon recap email to the archives, Yusuf and Noor will do the same for Eid Dinner.

· Very well put together, creative and community building event. Everybody seemed to enjoy the program as it was not a typical Eid Dinner.

· Possible Room for Improvements: Allowing more time for setup, being more cognizant of the tone portrayed by the program, Making sure the program ends a high note and does not wane.

· Should also try our best to seek cosponsorships for all of our large events wherever possible.
· General Body Meeting Recap (Zaki)
· GB Meeting went well. About 10-15 GB members present among whom there was a engaging conversation lasting over an hour.

· General body thought we were doing a great job with the frequency and quality of our events. Loved the daily Ramadan iftars and thought we have followed up upon them well to the best of our ability.

· Main take away points for improvements: Vision, Communication, Publicity.

· Need more a coherent, unifying mission among our numerous events. Also we must communicate our events and resources better to those new Muslims on campus. Lastly, we must do our best to increase our visibility and outreach on campus.

· Our emails have gotten to become too long and cumbersome, we will work towards one line emails with links.
· Also, will think about drafting a short term and long term strategic plan for the organization.
· Community Service Day (Samiha)
· Coordination with Roteract fell through but hope to work with them and Blue Key Society in November. 

· Also, St. John the Divine is unable to have us so we will either make cards for Childrens hospital or find an alternate site. Samiha will work to confirm this tomorrow.

· We can subsidize metrocards if needed.

· Samiha will talk to St. Michaels on 98th and  most likely organize a trip there.
· Thanksgiving/Eid Dinner (Sairah, Taimur)
· Date & Space, Initial Planning, Outreach

· 5 weeks until Thanksgiving/ Eid Dinner

· We need to do a good job with balancing political topics with a general unity theme.

· Possible theme is Shukr: A Night of Blessings.

· Space wise right now we have Roone November 23rd Monday from 4pm – 9pm but Fatimah will look into Low Rotunda and get back to us.

· Taimur and Sairah will meet this week and bring specific vision for us along with specific ideas for entertainment next week.
· Religious Lecture (Noor)
· We will try our best to aim for a large religious lecture in December

· If it doesn’t work out, at least we are building ties in preparation for Islam Awareness Week in Spring.
· Noor will start an email thread for us to brainstorm topics and speakers.
· Faraz Khan

· Khutbah and Islamic Ecotheology in Postmodernity Event
· This will be held November 13th , Friday. 5:30 
· Main thing for us to do is publicize for it.
· Other PCM Updates (Yusuf, Noor, Samiha, Taimur)
· One Voice Movement is November 4th, we have booked Pupin 428 but Fatimah will look into Alstchul, Havermayer, Barnard Hall to get a bigger room.

· ASA – Rethinking Political Islam in the Horn of Africa, target date of middle of November or beginning of December. 
· Also, hopefully a conversation about being Muslim at Columbia in the future. Yusuf will look into bringing facilitators to help with that. Possibly next semester. 
· Samiha will create a blurb at Islam Awareness Week and organize a general interest meeting. 

· General Body Survey

· Surveymonkey now costs money so we will use google form and have people fill it out electronically.

· Adel will help create the google form.
· Agenda Procedure (Zaki)

· Zaki will send out tentative agenda on Monday for board to edit. Muzna will make final edits Tuesday evening and Zaki will bring final agenda Wed.
· MSA Logo (Sairah, Adel)
· Sarosh has experience designing logos. She will work on a hard copy and Adel will help to digitalize the image. 

· Sanctum: Undergraduate Journal of Religion

· Personally outreach to Muslims to try to find someone willing to write for the journal. 
