3/25/09
MSA Meeting #3
Minutes

Present: 

Board Members: Muzna A., Zaki A., Sairah A., Yusuf A., Samiha R., Noor A., Ali S., Sadaf S., Fatimah R.

Other: Sana K., Saffiyah M.

Absent: None

· OCM’s/Graduate Assistant/Webmaster 

· Adel will serve as our Grad Advisor. We will ask him if he is willing to handle work as webmaster as well, his current role.  Will put him in contact with other webmaster applicant – Shafee.

· Will have 3 OCM’s – Irem Famidah, Syed. They have each interviewed and are qualified for the job.
· Sexual Ethics in Islam Proposal (Saffiyah M.)
· Saffiyah’s proposal is to have an hour of gender segregated discussions led by community leaders and then come together to have a intergender discussion (1 male community leader and 1 female community leader)

· Turning Point is one organization we would contact in order to get community leaders with consultation skills

· Ideally would be held in April

· It is a taboo subject that many Muslims have questions about but not have given the venue in which to discuss it

· One specific subject to be covered: Sexual Abuse in the Muslim Community (April is sexual assault awareness month)

· Sexual Ethics in Islam Deliberation/Decision

· Very sensitive issue, but that is exactly the point it is a subject that has been avoided in the past – do we want to keep doing the same? People have a lot of questions and concerns about this topic and it would be useful to provide a comfortable environment in which they can be addressed.
· Important that if we do put on this event we do present the Islamic perspective on the issues (e.g. premarital sex is not permissible)

· Noor can work with Suffiyah to limit the scope of the event, the MSA can have a final say on what events we decide to bring up and which ideas we do not.

· Regarding the discussion we can have individuals write questions down on paper and then screen questions we would like to discuss and which ones we would not

· We need to be updated every step along the way, need to approve community leaders and know how they will run the event

· Will need to be updated on specific topics as the event comes closer.
· Board vote : 6 in favor, 2 not in favor, 1 abstention – MSA will organize and throw this event .

· Publicity Plan

· 10 day publicity policy – 10 days before major events, we will  have a facebook group, flyer ready. Blurb should go out twice before each event. 

· Sadaf is responsible for making the flyers and facebook events but will have help of pcms and board
· CCO/Relay (Samiha)
· Khadeejah getting update on CCO numbers.

· Samiha has sent out a reminder to everybody in CCO facebook group, there will be a team but it will be small. 

· Tentative Sunday meeting with Khadeejah about booth planning for Relay for Life 

· Occupation 101 Update (Noor)
· Currently scheduled for April 15th, Khalidi is speaking that day elsewhere 

· We will see if we can move the event to accommodate him otherwise will keep it on the 15th and invite a panelist from our earlier Political Panel (Bulliet, Awn, Andijar)
· No snacks

· HSO Dietary Practices dinner
· HSO cancelled the event 
· Space Reservation Update (Fatimah)

· More updates on spring picnic, senior farewell when we discuss them (below)

· Precalendering went well, put all of our requests in will hear about results later

· Kashmir corps has two rooms booked from 7:30-5:50 
· NSOP Booklet Ad Update

· Fatimah will get back to us regarding advertising for iftars and taraweeh prayers during orientation week in NSOP Book

· Will talk to Dueaa since she is working on NSOP
· Board Bonding

· Lyla’s Café by Kitchenette

· Meet at 6:30 at the gates or 6:45 there
· Finances Update (Sairah)
· Use voucher for anything you need for your events

· No reimbursements will be given for anything except for emergencies, use vendors from vendor list for everything

· See Sairah two days before you need the voucher. You can spend up to the amount on the voucher – don’t use money out of your wallet. Get receipts for everything you pay for particularly in cases in which you need to use cash (emergencies).
· Let Sairah know if there are certain vendors you would like to add to vendor list, for example we might add Kabob king to the vendor list

· Cosponsorships – CC Sairah on all cosponsorship emails, Sairah will come to all cosponsorship meetings as well

· Each PCM will be given a budget from Sairah for their event which they will be required to stay under.

· Spring Picnic

· Fatimah checked into it and it will be $1000 for the kit to BBQ 

· Given tight budget we will have to look into other options 

· Other options include: Riverside Park, Lehman Lawn, non-BBQ options (brunch?)

· Ali will get back to us next week on what food options we have and we will go from there

· Right now scheduled for April 10th same day as departure for MSA east zone – Will look into moving it to April 17th the following week
· Senior Farewell (Sairah, Ali,Zaki)
· C555 and Party Space are booked, the event will  be held in Broadway Room  on April 24th
· Current have 26 seniors on our list still editing it.

· Sana Owais and Rhonda will be helping on a committee along with Ali Sairah and Zaki

· Will have speeches about groups of 4 or 5 seniors because of time restraint

· Currently have space from 9am to 8 pm, will try to change that to 7pm to 11pm

· Need projector and mic  

· Will implement 10 day publicity plan as well

· Will be serving dinner

· Meeting with Khalid Latif
· Want to schedule meeting with Khalid Latif to get a general idea of what he has seen work at NYU and possible ideas for the Muslim community at Columbia. 

· Plan for not this but next Friday  if he is available

· Muzna and Samiha will attend (possibly Zaki Yusuf and Fatimah as well depending on the day)
· Jummah 

· Zaki will do announcements

· Sairah, Ali, and Syed Rahman will take care of setup this semester. New OCM’s next semester. 
· SGB Town Hall

· March 30th 8-10 pm in Earl Hall Auditorium 

· At least 1 Representative required at event 
· Sairah and Samiha will attend, One of them will hold MSA’s vote 
· Constitutional Review

· Will take out phrase about providing Jummah during school breaks – not in our control 
· Will change “promote friendly relations” to something along the lines of promote interfaith discussion in the community (Article 1 Section 1)

· Amreen will come to us next week has suggested the idea of a University representative position

· Will be appointed by the board: primary role is the build relations with university officials and represent Muslims at campus events, will make sure events Muslim-friendly (halal food, etc.) 

· Primary role will be to build relationships with those in power on campus 
· Will schedule a separate constitutional meeting to go over constitutional amendments. For the mean time review the constitution online and highlight changes. 
