4/01.2009
MSA Meeting #4
Minutes

Present: 

Board Members: Muzna A., Zaki A., Sairah A., Yusuf A., Samiha R., Noor A., Ali S., Sadaf S., Fatimah R., Adel E., lrem B., Syed R. , Famidah I.

Other: Katie P., Amy C., Amreen V.

Absent: None

· Katie P. and Amy C.

· Katie P. – Current Vice President of Communications and Candidate for President

· Amy C. – Current Vice President of Finance and Candidate for Vice President of Student Affairs

· Inclusion of Halal Food at University Events  - Make it just as accessible as Kosher Foods are  now

· Working towards a Reflection Room on Barnard’s North Campus as a Non-Denominational Prayer Room

· Would like to coordinate SGA Academic Representative with MSA Education Chair

· Feedback on SGB Rep system, would like to set up a similar system with SGA

· Suggestion from MSA board to update SGA website regularly to include campus events.

· Amreen V.
· Email deans so that they email professors about Ramadan and Eid Dates

· Be sure this information is put on Website as well – Work with Dean Denberg of Barnard College

· Suhoor will happen in small room in Hewitt during NSOP and also will have Halal Food options throughout the day for those who are not fasting.

· Iftar will also be provided during NSOP week. 

· Email, in Early August,  First Years and  RA’s that are available during NSOP

· Iftar dinner for all Barnard RA’s is being planned. 

· Somebody on board develop good relations with Al Sorbera – Director of Dining Services 

· Distributed Ramadan Email with Daily Ramadan Procedure and Planning

· Halal Sandwiches are available in Java City  as well as lunch and dinner in Hewitt

· Make Sure Hewitt is open for suhoor at 4:30 sharp, email Jane Finnegan  if not

· Email Al about posting a halal menu online

· Consider more iftars at Barnard especially after Nexis opens

· Look into using one room in lerner for iftars and leaving materials there

· Work towards getting a prayer room on Barnards campus on the academic side of campus so that students can stop in there between classes. Push this when you have face time with Barnard administrators. 

· Work towards having a course about the Muslim Woman Experience. Contact Gender and Islam PhD’s. The first step is a one point course. Potential grad students include Rosemary Hicks and Sajida Jalalzai. Potential professors include Randy Balmer and Elizabeth Castelli.

· Encourage CCE to post more Islamic opportunities

· Recruit diverse Muslims  to Columbia from underrepresented backgrounds

· Chair of Alumni Affairs to maintain connection with Columbia/Barnard Alums. Possibly a monthly newsletter. Will help raise funds. 

· University programming affairs –Someone to monitor events on campus , make sure the events are Muslim-friendly

· Graduate Advisor and OCMS 

· Introduced Adel and our new OCM’s : Irem, Famidah, Syed

· Board is now complete

· Relay For Life (Samiha)

· 15 people on our team which is the maximum.

· Team members asked to be there by 12 noon. Others drop by anytime between 11:30 am and 3 am. 

· Mendhi, face painting, brownies, kabob king, tea will be available. 

· Spring Picnic (Ali)
· This year we will change the event to  A “Spring Social”  with snacks, drinks, and planned activities

· April 17th in Riverside Park

· Ali will contact Barnard Dining Services to see if we can take the halal food from that day for lunch and bring it to the picnic instead. 

· Will be held after Jummah Salat.
· Senior Farewell (Ali, Sairah, Zaki)

· Senior list finalized, Have emailed them and are awaiting responses

· Sana and Owais working on slideshow

· Ali, Sairah, Zaki will meet Thursday

· Occupation 101 (Noor)
· April 15th  - Room currently reserved from 7-9 Fatimah will look into changing that to 7-10

· Gil Anidjar will lead the discussion afterwards

· Publicity will begin 10 days in advance (facebook, flyer, blurb).  

· Sexual Ethics in Islam (Noor)
· Saffiyah is researching topics 

· Noor and Saffiyah will meet this week to discuss

· Saffiyah will come to discuss progress on the event  and a timeline next week

· Halaqas (Noor, Yusuf)
· First Brothers Halaqa not this Friday but next Friday

· Brothers list serv has been started, Ali is adding people to the list 

· Aim to have one larger halaqa in April

· Yusuf will bring 3 topics for the large halaqa with 3 possible people to speak about it

· Schedule for week of the April 20th
· Fatimah will look into getting a room in 1)earl auditorium 2) 5th floor lerner 3) Hamilton on the 22nd. 

· Greenspiration (Yusuf)
· Set to be held on the 21st
· Haroon Moghul has confirmed but Muzna has another contact particularly passionate about Islam and the Environment  so we will see whether Haroon Moghul is available/interested to speak at the Larger halaqa instead. 
· Perspectives on Peace (Yusuf)

· No longer going on, but will keep in contact with the organization for future planning

· PCM Committee Membership & Meetings 

· Have 2-3 Committee Members by next week’s meting, actively recruit. 
· NSOP Booklet (Fatimah)
· Dean Denberg Barnard College met with Office of Multicultural Affairs  and let us know that we can have a blurb in the NSOP book

· We will also have a small room in Hewitt for suhoor/iftar and will serve Halal all week

· Make sure to advertise and spread information on website/facebook for incoming freshman in August

· Days on Campus

· April 17th

· Muzna will look into having a booth at the event, have not been contacted regarding it

· Meeting with Khalid Latif (Muzna)
· Awaiting reply from Imam Latif – will update later on his availability.  

· Questions Regarding Jummah Routine

· Muzna keeps the Khateeb schedule , still transitioning from Suzanne.
· Will make a google calendar for the board with the khateeb and their phone number for each jummah so we can contact them if timing is close

· Currently scheduled until May 15th, Will start working on Summer Khateeb Schedule

· Adel will be here in summer to both give khutbahs and look over the jummah salat. 

· Blurb in email about Jummah starting time: 1:15

· Constitution Review

· Article 1 Section 1: Take out commitment to provide Jummah during breaks and holidays. . Reword line about friendly relations to interfaith discussion. Change festivals to celebrations.

· Article 4 Section 1: Change four Programming Committee Members to Programming Chairs

· Include titles but allow board to point individuals as they see fit to each of them.

· Positions include: Public Affairs, Social, Community Affairs and Education 

· Suggested change from Education to Religious Life to be considered

· Article 4 Section 7: Take out Islamic fundraisers to make it Fundraisers in general. Include a commitment to provide Budgets for every event thrown. Monthly budget report to the executive community.

· Article 4 Section 8: Include social networking in methods. Get rid of media committee (does not exist) ,  just mention webmaster.

· Article 4 Section 9:Reserve space and requests for university services, maintain committee of OCM’s.  Get rid of other two duties which are outdated and not practiced.

· Concluding Dua (Adel)

