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Course Description:
This course examines modern Japanese history through the analytical lens of
gender in order to better understand how the socially constructed aspects of
individual identity influenced significant developments in Japanese society and
culture from 1600 to the present. In addition to surveying the history of modern
Japan, this course introduces important theoretical issues and intellectual
frameworks that underpin the study of gender in East Asian context. While there are
no prerequisites for this course, students should be prepared to engage in critical
discussion and be ready to discuss the case of Japan as they develop their own
thoughts on gender, sexuality, and the history of gender relations in modern East
Asia.

Purpose:
This course will introduce students to the study of gender and sexuality as a means
of developing the skills necessary for critical inquiry. These include the close reading
of primary and secondary sources, analytical writing, and the use of electronic and
print-based research tools. Learning the facts of the history of Japan is one goal of
this course, but becoming good critical readers of history is the more significant
purpose.

Required Texts:
1. Joan Wallach Scott, Gender and the Politics of History, Columbia University
Press, 1999. ISBN: 0231118570.
2. Andrew Gordon, A Modern History of Japan: From Tokugawa Times to the
Present, Oxford University Press, 2003, ISBN: 0195110609.
3. Gail Lee Bernstein, ed., Recreating Japanese Women, 1600-1945, University of
California Press, 1991. ISBN: 0520070178.
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4. Sharon Sievers, Flowers in Salt: The Beginnings of Feminist Consciousness in
Modern Japan, Stanford University Press, 1987. ISBN: 0804713820.
5. Gregory Pflugfelder, Cartographies of Desire: Male-Male Sexuality in Japanese
Discourse, 1600-1950, University of California Press, 2000. ISBN: 0520209095.
6. Jordon Sand, House and Home in Modern Japan : Architecture, Domestic
Space, and Bourgeois Culture, 1880-1930, Harvard University Press, 2004.
ISBN: 0674012186.
7. Robert J. Smith and Ella Lury Wiswell, The Women of Suye Mura, University of
Chicago Press, 1982. ISBN: 0226763455.
8. Jennifer E. Robertson, Takarazuka: Sexual Politics and Popular Culture in
Modern Japan, University of California Press, 1998. ISBN: 0520211510.
9. CoursePack made available by electronic reserve at http:// .

Films and Documentaries Shown (in whole or in part):
1. Sansho the Bailiff
2. Pacific Century - The Meiji Revolution
3. Eijanaika
4. Osaka Elegy
5. Sisters of the Gion
6. Shinjuku Boys
7. Ripples of Change
8. Fires on the Plain
9. In the Name of the Emperor
10. Japanese Devils
11. Pacific Century - Reinventing Japan
12. Bashoku or Streets of Shame

Requirements:
•
•
•
•
•

Five 3-page précis, each summarizing the argument of an assigned reading.
Five 10-minute oral presentations, each presenting the issues addressed in the
submitted précis. A satisfactory oral presentation would closely follow the text of
its accompanying précis.
Two 10-12 page papers, each on an assigned question that asks students to
wrestle with the issues presented in an assigned set of readings.
Five In-Class Essays, each asking students to illustrate their knowledge of the
reading assigned for that day.
Active discussion and classroom participation, requiring students to demonstrate
their engagement with the assigned reading.
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Evaluation:
•

Classroom Collegiality (15%): 15% will be based on the quality of the student’s
day-to-day demonstrated understanding of assigned materials and on-going
discussions.

•

Précis (25%): Students will be asked to write five précis, each worth 5% of the
final grade, two of which must be completed prior to the midterm examination. In
this case, a précis is a three-page paper that accurately summarizes the
argument and evidence presented in an assigned reading.
a) The précis will be shared with the entire class in conjunction with the
student’s oral presentation (or participation in a panel discussion) on the
same assigned reading. A satisfactory oral presentation would closely
follow the text of the précis. The specifics of a panel discussion will be
explained in class.
b) Each student will be responsible for either uploading their précis to the
course blackboard site by 10:00 PM the day previous OR bringing enough
copies of their précis to share with their classmates.
c) All students will be expected to comment on their colleagues’ work in a
mutually respectful manner.
d) Students may select from twenty-three possible sets of readings (labeled
‘a’ to ‘v’ in the Course Schedule), but must sign-up no less than two weeks
in advance of the selected reading assignment. Précis are mandatory, and
a student must complete all five in order to pass this course.
e) Any student not completing five précis by the end of the course will earn
the grade ‘F’ for the semester.

•

Oral Presentations (5%): 5% will be derived from the student’s oral
presentations (or participation in guided panel discussions) in conjunction with
five assigned précis.

•

In-Class Essays (15%): Students will write five short-essay exams, the sum of
which will total 15% of the final grade. These essays will not be announced in
advance. One reason for these assignments is to allow the student to prove that
they are indeed doing the work required.

•

Paper Assignments (40%): Two 10-12 page papers, 20% each, which
investigate an assigned topic. A well written paper will be one which consists of
an introduction to the historical problem; a summary of the argument; discussion
of the assigned readings that pertain to the problem; the student’s own historical
analyses; and a conclusion that summarizes the student’s argument. The paper
will be evaluated on the bases of how the theme is presented, how the paper is
organized, and the extent to which evidence presented supports the stated view.
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Grading Criteria for all Written Assignments:
A grade: Insightful thesis, skillful development of the argument, intelligent marshaling
of evidence, correct diction, grammar, syntax, diction, punctuation, etc.
B grade: Sound thesis, good organization, development of the argument, use of
evidence, mostly correct grammar, syntax, diction, punctuation, etc.
C grade: Adequate but not particularly thoughtful thesis, inconsistent organization
and development of the argument, only adequate evidence, uneven
grammar, syntax, diction, punctuation, etc.
D and F grades: poorly formulated thesis, bad organization and development of
ideas, inadequate evidence, frequent mistakes in grammar and diction,
awkward syntax, simple grammatical errors, faulty punctuation, etc.

Online Resources:
•
•
•

Writing and Reading History
o www.uiowa.edu/~histwrit/index.htm
Contemporary World Maps
o www.nationalgeographic.com/maps/index.html
Historical Maps
o www.lib.utexas.edu/maps/historical/index.html

Policy on Plagiarism:
•

Plagiarism is the act of representing someone else's work as your own. Such
behavior will result in failure of the course.
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Course Schedule
Class
Meeting

Discussion Theme

Required
Reading/Assignment

Why ‘Gender and Japan’?

Syllabus (post-facto)

Approaches to the Study of Gender
and Sexuality

Scott 1-50, 199-222
a. Bernstein, “Introduction,”
1-15; Caplan, “Afterword”
315-321 in Bernstein
b. Bestor, “Gendered
Domains - A Commentary
on Research in Japanese
Studies”.
(Gordon v-59)

Confucian Society and the Tokugawa
Woman

c. Uno, “Women and
Changes in the Household
Division of Labor,” 17-41 in
Bernstein.
d. Walthall, “Devoted
Wives/Unruly Women”.
VIDEO: Sansho the Bailiff
e. Walthall, “The Life Cycle of
Farm Women in Tokugawa
Japan” 42-70 in Bernstein
f. Cornell, “Peasant Women
and Divorce in
Preindustrial Japan”.

Robertson, “The Shingaku
Woman,” 88-107 in
Bernstein

5

“The Greater Learning for
Women.”

Sex and Sexuality in the Tokugawa Era

Seigle, “Moto-Yoshiwara“.
Robertson, “Sexy Rice”
Seigle, “Rise of the Geisha“
and “Decline of the
Yoshiwara”.
VIDEO: Sisters of the Gion
Selections from Pflugfelder,
Cartographies of Desire.
Selections from Pflugfelder,
Cartographies of Desire.

Western Influences and the Reinvention of Gender in Meiji Japan

Selections from Sand, House
and Home in Modern
Japan.
(Gordon 61-137)
VIDEO: Pacific Century - The
Meiji Revolution

The Impact of Modernity: Inventing the
‘Woman Question’

Selections from Sand, House
and Home in Modern
Japan.
Sievers 10-53
Meiroku Zasshi Part I
Nolte and Hastings, “The Meiji
State’s Policy Towards
Women, 1890-1910” in
Bernstein
Meiroku Zasshi Part II
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Westernization, Modernization,
Industrialization

g. Sievers 54-86
h. Tsurumi, 3-46
“Introduction,“ “The
Background,” and “Reeling
and Spinning”.

i. Sievers 114-138; and
Tsurumi, 174-198 “The
Loom and the Brothel,”
and “Textile Women and
their Families”.
j. Malony, “Activism Among
Women in the Taisho
Cotton Textile Industry”
217-238 in Bernstein

First Long Paper Due to my office by
5:00PM
The Urban 20s and 30s: MoGa Myths

k. Silverberg, “The Modern
Girl as Militant” 239-266 in
Bernstein
l. Robertson 1-46
(Gordon 137-160)
VIDEO: Osaka Elegy or
Sisters of the Gion

The Urban 20s and 30s: Eroticism and
the Eroticized Nation

m. Silverberg, “Café Waitress
Serving Modern Japan”
n. Mishima, “Patriotism”

The Urban 20s and 30s: Gender
Bending
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Robertson 47-138

VIDEO: Shinjuku Boys
Women and the Taisho-Showa State

o. Garon, “Women's Groups
and the Japanese State Contending Approaches to
Political Integration, 18901945”
p. Nolte, “Women's Rights
and Society's Needs Japan's 1931 Suffrage Bill”

Total War

Cook and Cook, 171-184; and
Hauser, “Women and War:
The Japanese Film Image”
in Bernstein
(Pyle 161-203)
VIDEO: Fires on the Plain

Race, Manliness, and War Propaganda

Dower 191-233 “The Pure
Self”. NOTE: Come
prepared to discuss the
cartoons on pages 191200.

The Politics of Atrocity

q. Chang, “Introduction”; AND
Tanaka, “Introduction”.
r. Chunghee Sarah Soh,
“The Korean Comfort
Women - Movement for
Redress”.
VIDEO: In the Name of the
Emperor

Cultural Contrasts: Rural Women Past
and Present

Smith and Wiswell ix-42

Smith and Wiswell 61-148
VIDEO: Ripples of Change
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Smith and Wiswell 149-253,
273-281
VIDEO: Ripples of Change
The Postwar Man

s. Robertson (139-176),
209-215
t. Mathews, “Can a 'Real
Man' Live for His Family”
(Gordon 204-end)
VIDEO: Re-Inventing Japan
u. Roberson, “Japanese
Working Class
Masculinities Marginalized
Complicities”
v. Gill, “When Pillars
Evaporate: Structuring
Masculinity on the
Japanese Margins”
VIDEO: Bashoku (Early
Summer) or Street of Shame

Second Paper Due to my office by
5:00PM
Final Exams Week
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