
O
ver the past two years the East

Asian Institute has broadened its

traditional focus on the Pacific

Basin countries of China, Japan, and Korea

by launching the Inner Asia Initiative to

cover such areas as Tibet and Mongolia.

Institute Director Madeleine Zelin explains

that the purpose of the Initiative is twofold:

to expand interest and research in these

transitional areas often overlooked by

researchers; and to develop an enhanced

view of East Asia as a whole by examining

the historical and contemporary links exist-

ing across the region. 

Creating a Tibetan studies program

became the first goal of the Initiative,

according to Zelin, because it was felt that

modern Tibet, while playing an important

role in the region, had generally been neg-

lected or addressed exclusively by depart-

ments of religion or Sanskrit. Columbia’s

resources provide an ideal foundation for a

new Tibetan studies program. Frances

LaFleur at the C.V. Starr East Asian Library

had already amassed a large collection of

classical and modern Tibetan materials, and

the program in Tibetan religion, under the

leadership of Professor Robert Thurman,

had already established Columbia as a cen-

ter for Tibetan studies in the U.S.

Additionally, the University’s New York

City location offered access to a range of

Tibet-related activities and organizations. 

Initially supported by several small

anonymous gifts and East Asian National

Resource Center funding, the Inner Asia

Initiative has been able to multiply its activ-

ities with the establishment of the

Weatherhead Fund. An early Initiative

achievement was the creation of the only

institutionalized academic-year program in

modern Tibetan in the U.S. The language

program, under instructor Tenzin Norbu of

the University of Tibet, is now in its third

year and offers beginning and intermediate

Tibetan each year, with plans to expand its

advanced-level reading group. This summer

a group of Tibetan language students from

Columbia will be in Lhasa further develop-

ing their language skills.

Much of the groundwork for the Inner

Asia Initiative was laid on a trip that EAI

Program Officer Susan Greenwell took to

the Peoples’ Republic of China two years

ago to make and solidify contacts in the

world of Tibetan studies. She visited exist-

ing centers of Tibetan studies in China and

Tibet to determine what aspects of their

programs should be emulated at Columbia.

“What I learned there served as part of the

foundation of our program,” Greenwell said

of the trip. “Having firsthand knowledge of

what kind of research is already taking
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Newsflash

Launching of the Weatherhead Fellows Program

The Weatherhead Fellows Program was officially

launched with a dinner at Penang restaurant on

September 13, 2000, which brought together students

who have received Weatherhead tuition, summer intern-

ships, or training grant fellowships for the year

2000–2001. The aim of the program is to create a

forum and network for the Fellows to exchange ideas

and insights that extend beyond disciplinary or program

divisions and that will continue after they leave

Columbia. The dinner was one of many that have enabled the Fellows to share their experiences and present

recent academic and professional developments. In October 2000 David Ekbladh presented his research,

“Completing the Sentence: Globalization and the Culmination of Modernization,” followed by discussion and

input from the Fellows and faculty. In the spring of 2001, Weatherhead and SYLFF scholars joined East Asian

Institute faculty and staff for a theater production of Jessica Hagedorn’s Dogeaters, which depicted life and 

politics in contemporary Filipino society.

Andrew J. Nathan 
EAI Faculty Member

Professor Andrew Nathan has been in the

news since the December publication of The

Tiananmen Papers: The Chinese Leadership’s

Decision to Use Force Against Their Own

People: In Their Own Words, which he

coedited with Princeton’s E. Perry Link. The

book is a collection of documents and tran-

scriptions smuggled out of China by the

pseudonymously named author Zhang

Liang. The author, a former Chinese civil

servant now living abroad, details the dis-

cussions that took place among the top

leaders of China as they reacted to the stu-

dent demonstrations of 1989, which culmi-

nated in the crushing violence in Tiananmen

Square.

A member of Columbia’s political science

faculty since completing his Ph.D. at

Harvard in 1971, Nathan served as director

of the East Asian Institute from 1991–1992

and again from 1993–1995. A preeminent

China specialist with interests in political

culture and Chinese foreign policy, he

received wide media attention upon publica-

tion of The Tiananmen Papers from such

sources as The New York Times and 60

Minutes.

Nathan worked in secrecy on the project,

which dropped into his lap unexpectedly

while in the midst of other research. “It was

nothing I sought out,” he explains, “but an

opportunity that was presented to me and

my coeditor.” This spring the full collection

of documents will be published in Chinese,

and Nathan plans to return to the research

on political participation in mainland China,

Taiwan, and Hong Kong that he put on hold

in order to prepare The Tiananmen Papers.

Professor Charles Armstrong
EAI Faculty Member

Charles Armstrong is an associate professor

of East Asian history, specializing in Korean

studies and East Asian regionalism, identity,

and ethnicity. Born in Korea, Armstrong

grew up in Hawaii and Washington State.

After completing his B.A. in East Asian stud-

ies at Yale with a focus in China, he became

interested in Korea, teaching English and

studying Korean for two years in South

Korea. He then went on to Northeast
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China, where he became interested in the

ethnic Korean population living in Jilin

Province near the North Korean border.

Armstrong received his Ph.D. in history

from the University of Chicago, writing his

dissertation on nationalism in the forma-

tion of the North Korean communist

regime from 1945 to 1950. The disserta-

tion has been revised into a book manu-

script entitled The North Korean

Revolution and is currently under review

for publication. Armstrong has also edited

Civil Society and Democracy in Korea,

which will be published by Routledge later

this year, and is starting research on his

next book under the working title East

Asian Internationalisms.

In his courses, Armstrong challenges his

students to think about the meaning of an

East Asian identity: “What is the history of

East Asian cultural identity, and what is the

future in imagining East Asia?” His future

research promises some fascinating contri-

butions to the field of East Asian studies,

including a comparison of American and

Soviet racial formations that led to the

internment of Japanese-Americans in the

United States and the deportation of Soviet

Koreans to Central Asia during World War

II, as well as the subsequent participation

of those populations in the allied war

efforts and postwar occupation of Korea

and Japan.

Claire Smith
M.I.A Candidate

After receiving her B.A. from Oxford

University and before arriving at SIPA,

Claire Smith spent two years working with

the United Nations in Laos. Starting off as

a writer for UNICEF, she then moved to

the U.N. Development Program as a

deputy information officer. At both agen-

cies she wrote mainly about HIV-AIDS,

landmine awareness campaigns, and rural

development. At Columbia, Smith is in the

Masters in International Affairs Program,

focusing on human rights and humanitari-

an affairs. Most of her research work is in

the field of democratization and justice

issues in Southeast Asia. Last year she was

awarded a Weatherhead Fellows Program

Internship Grant and the SYLFF SIPA

Internship Grant to pursue research in

Cambodia. Based at the U.N. High

Commission for Human Rights in Phnom

Penh, she spent the summer mainly looking

at the status of economic, social, and cul-

tural rights by interviewing Cambodians

working in various labor, health, and pro-

tection organizations. Smith will graduate

in May 2001 and plans to continue work-

ing in Southeast Asia on democratization,

justice, and protection issues. 

Bonnie Kim
Ph.D. Candidate

Bonnie Kim is a first-year doctoral candi-

date in premodern Korean history in the

Department of East Asian Languages and

Cultures. She received her B.A. from Smith

College in French literature and her mas-

ter’s from Oxford University in Korean his-

tory. Her current interests range from the

bureaucratic systems of Korean antiquity to

issues germane to Korean diplomacy in the

early nineteenth century. An avid baroque

music enthusiast and violinist, Kim plays in

chamber music ensembles in her free time

and also volunteers for the East Asian

Institute’s Center for Korean Research.

New
Assistant
Director
at the
East Asian
Institute 

After five years as the EAI’s assistant director, during which time the Institute greatly expanded its array of

activities, Ninette Enrique moved on to pursue a new opportunity in Connecticut. In September 2000 the EAI

welcomed a new assistant director, Diane Belleville. Formerly with NYU’s Stern Business School, Belleville

worked in student/M.B.A advising and executive development as well as serving as director of customer-client

relationships. Belleville feels refreshed by the environment at the EAI: “Working at the East Asian Institute

promised a return to an ideas-driven academic environment rather than one driven by profit.” 

As an undergraduate at the University of Colorado in Boulder, Belleville con-

centrated on women’s studies. However, during her time at NYU her academic

focus shifted toward East Asia, and she earned her master’s in Chinese political

history, with an emphasis on Qing Dynasty military history. 

Reflecting on her first year at the Institute, Belleville says working with Institute

members’ diverse projects and lectures has renewed her interest in East Asia. In the

future she hopes to foster an environment in which both students and faculty can

even more effectively pursue their interests and actualize their academic goals. But,

most importantly, she wants to strengthen her role as an academic adviser: “It may

sound cliché, but after all of the paperwork is done, directly interacting with the

students puts everything in perspective and makes my job feel relevant.” 
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Victor Cha
M.I.A. ’88, Ph.D. ’94

Victor Cha is currently a professor at

Georgetown University in the Department

of Government and School of Foreign

Service. His latest book, Alignment Despite

Antagonism: The United States–Korea–Japan

Triangle, assesses the historical animosity

and alliance dynamics of U.S., Japanese,

and Korean relations. It recently won the

Masayoshi Ohira Memorial Foundation

Main Book Prize for Best Books on the

Pacific Basin/East Asia for 1999–2000.

Before coming to the East Asian Institute

for his Ph.D. in political science, Cha stud-

ied economics, philosophy, and politics at

Oxford. He is now working on a new book

on the future of America’s alliances in Asia.

In addition, he consults for the Pentagon on

the stability of the second nuclear age in

Asia, engaging North Korea, theater missile

defense, and related issues.

David Ekbladh
Ph.D. Candidate

David Ekbladh received his B.A. from

American University and is now pursuing a

Ph.D. in history at Columbia. He came to

Columbia not only for its excellent history

program but also for its impressive array of

area studies institutes, which complement

his interests in U.S. foreign affairs and inter-

national history. His dissertation examines

how modernization evolved in theory and

practice as a tool in U.S. foreign relations

with Asia during the twentieth century.

Ekbladh also works with the International

Conflict Prevention Program at the Carnegie

Corporation and is an active member in

both the Weatherhead Fellows Program and

the SYLFF Fellows Program. After receiving

his Ph.D., he hopes to teach as well as work

in the policy world. 

APAC

Update

The Asia Pacific Affairs Council (APAC), the Institute’s graduate student–led group, was busy this year present-

ing a full calendar of educational, cultural, and social events. While continuing with many of APAC’s regular

activities in order to bring together members of the Columbia community interested in East Asia, this year the

group also organized several new initiatives and special events. APAC highlights this year have included:

• Japan Women’s Forum The first annual Japan Women’s Forum featured four panelists, all successful mid-

career women in New York or Japan. After the panelists spoke, the forum continued in a workshop-style set-

ting where attendees and panelists could discuss important workplace issues. 

• Taiwan Focus Group In April the new Taiwan Focus Group presented a photo exhibition in the International

Affairs Building on the culture and daily life of Taiwan.

• APAC Adventure Series The APAC Adventure Series program allows students to explore Asian culture and

heritage in New York City and integrate their studies of Asia with local resources. Activities have included var-

ious museum tours and a walking tour of Chinatown.

• Vietnam Studies Group The Vietnam Studies Group meets weekly to discuss Vietnam’s history, policies, inter-

national relations, development strategies, and other affairs.

APAC News is available online at http://www.sipa.columbia.edu/eai/APACnews 
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Indonesian President Wahid Speaks at SIPA
The President of Indonesia, Abdurrahman Wahid, spoke to professors, alumni, and stu-

dents at Columbia’s School of International and Public Affairs on September 7, 2000.

Wahid, the leader of Southeast Asia’s largest and most diverse country, talked about the

importance of protecting ethnic and religious minorities while keeping Indonesia territori-

ally intact, as well as Indonesia’s and Asia’s rising prominence in the world economy and

international political arena—a phenomenon he referred to as “the awakening of Asia.”

President Wahid fielded questions ranging from the role of Vice President Megwati to the

same-day killing of three U.N. workers in West Timor by mob violence, as well as ques-

tions regarding the future territorial integrity of Indonesia. 

Korean “Comfort Women” Exhibition
On October 6, 2000, the Richard W. Weatherhead Program on Contemporary Culture and

Art in East Asia of the East Asian Institute, together with Barnard College, HanGyuReh of

New York, and Young Koreans United of New York, opened the art exhibition “Quest for

Justice—The Story of Korean ‘Comfort Women’ as Told Through Their Art.” The night’s

event brought together approximately 300 students, faculty, and staff, as well as attendees

from throughout the tristate area, to view the artwork of the former “comfort women.”

The evening kicked off with a lively and colorful poong mool performance of traditional

Korean drums by the Binari Korean American Cultural Troupe of New York and was fol-

lowed by the keynote testimony of featured artist Soon-Duk Kim, who at the age of seven-

teen signed up to be a factory worker but instead found herself forced into sexual slavery

by the Japanese military. Her paintings—“A Country House,” “Ox,” “Abduction,” and “In

That Place, at That Moment in Time”—reflect her experiences of those years. Rhonda

Copelon, professor of law at the City University of New York, and Gabrielle Kirk

McDonald, former president of the International War Crimes Tribunal in the former

Yugoslavia, held a panel discussion on the then-upcoming Women’s International War

Crimes Tribunal on Japan’s Military Sexual Slavery that took place in Tokyo on December

8–12. Afterward filmmaker Dai-Sil Kim Gibson screened her documentary film “Silence

Broken: Korean Comfort Women.” 

Four Generations of Chinese Film
On October 9 and 10 this past fall, the EAI and the Richard W. Weatherhead Fund hosted

“Four Generations of Chinese Film,” a cinematic festival featuring works from mainland

China. Over the course of the program, viewers were treated to films representing four

distinct periods in Chinese cinema—Xie Jin’s The Opium War (Third Generation), Shi

Shujun’s Death of a College Girl (Fourth Generation), Wu Ziniu’s Nanjing 1937 (Fifth

Generation), and Huo Jianqi’s That Mountain, That Person, That Dog (Sixth Generation)—

and were invited to participate in a roundtable discussion on Chinese film with the direc-

tors themselves. According to Susan Greenwell, the festival’s coordinator, the program

strove to generate a wider dialogue on the differing styles of Chinese film.

“Four Generations of Chinese Film” also marked one of the inaugural events for the

Weatherhead Program on Contemporary Culture and Art in East Asia. Although the film

lineup was planned by Kong Haili of Swarthmore College, Greenwell felt it captured the

spirit of the Weatherhead Program by introducing unknown voices of Chinese art and cul-

ture to Western audiences. 

1999–2000
Program Highlights
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continued from page 1

place in this area has helped us direct our resources

in the right directions.”

Visiting Research Scholar Robert Barnett, a

founder of the Tibet Information Network, plays an

integral role in developing projects for the Initiative

and serves as a liaison to Tibet-related organizations

and individuals. Barnett, for instance, introduced lan-

guage instructor Tenzin Norbu to Columbia. He has

also linked EAI activities with research efforts

abroad, including the University of Vienna’s Project

on Tradition and Modernity in Tibet and the

Himalayas. This spring he taught a course for gradu-

ate and undergraduate students through the

Department of East Asian Languages and Cultures

called “Understanding Modern Tibet.” The course,

the first of its kind in the West, took an integrated

academic approach to Tibet, rather than presenting a

purely anthropological or political survey.

Another element of the Inner Asia Initiative is the

appointment of renowned Tibetan religion authority

Tudeng Nima as an Institute Research Scholar. With

the help of the Trace Foundation, he has come to

Columbia to continue his research and work with

students and faculty to develop research relating to

modern Tibetan society, thought, and culture. 

The Initiative also sponsors public symposia on

Inner Asian issues, starting with an event last spring

focusing on post-Communist Mongolia that featured

participation by Ambassador J. Enkhsaikhan,

Ambassador of Mongolia to the United Nations. In

February, Professor of Inner Asian History Morris

Rossabi organized another symposium on “China’s

Five Percent” that examined the status of ethnic and

religious minorities in the PRC. Experts on the

Mongols, Hui, and minorities of Southwest China

briefed the Columbia community on current issues

and made suggestions for U.S. policy responses. 

Although the Initiative is still in its early stages,

Director Zelin is pleased with the tremendous inter-

est it has generated and the superior level of scholars

it has attracted. She concludes that “the Inner Asia

Initiative is helping the East Asian Institute to include

areas that were traditionally seen as ‘peripheral’ and

to explore multicultural contact, both of which are

crucial to understanding Asia as a whole.”
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