Silent Spring Assignment

Due Tuesday, April 16 by 1pm TA mailbox #10 or in class

Choose one of the following questions to answer in 500- 750 words (min/max). Y our
grade will be based on awell thought out and supported argument. Please voice your
own opinion on these environmentd issues.

For each of these questions, use examples from Slent Soring, and other outsde materia
such as web pages or newspapers. At least 2 scientific journal articlesmust be cited,
one of which must be recent (2000-present).

1. If you were an indructor of an environmenta chemistry or biology course, would
you require your students to read Slent Soring? Why or why not? Be specificin
your reasoning. Try to find out if some of the substances mentioned in the book
are dill usad today. Isthisbook gtill relevant to today’ s environmenta Stuation?
Do you believe that Carson’s prediction of a“dlent soring” istoo extreme,
rightfully justified, or not extreme enough? Remember to support your
arguments.

2. You are the scientific advisor for a prominent politician. Sheis being pressured
from lobbyists regarding the use of a certain pesticide/ herbicide vs. massive crop
loss and famine due to an invading beetle/ weed. She vaues your opinion o
much regarding scientific and environmenta issues that sheis staking her entire
political future (and your job) on your advice. Choose one of the insecticides/
herbicides (excluding DDT) mentioned in Slent Spring. Find its chemica
formulaand structure. Does it have any other uses besides insecticide/ herbicide?
Isit currently legd for use as an insecticide/ herbicide in the US? ....in other parts
of theworld? Wheat is the physiologica impact on plants? ...insects? ...humans?
...other animds (pets)? If possible, try to find the MSDS for this chemica. What
would you advise that your boss do about this matter consdering massive (and
expensve) lobbying on behdf of farmers, food processing indugtridists, and
environmentaliss?



