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Ladies and Gentlemen, I am going to take you through this
book, T am going to tell you what I put into it. You need not
accept it. A4 critic would be gquite justified in saying that he
does not sée what I said there. He sees other things. That is
legitimate, in fact inevitable. I, however, am entitled to say
what I put into it, esnd that is particularly necessary because
time and again I meet people who tell me that 1t is a very fine
book, and they like 1t a great deal, but I put a lot more than
what they see in it. The best thing, therefore, is to tell you
what I put into it. It is, as {far as I am conc¢erned, to the
horrification of many of my friends I say this,as far as I think,it
1s ‘the best book I have written. Perhaps when I am finished tonight
you will begin to seé what I am getting a2t although you may not
agree with me.

I will begin with the dedication. ' It is to Learlie Constantine

.and W.G. Grace. I hope you see the significance of that conjunc-

to,tlon..."For both’ of whom this book hopes /right great wrongs", il.e.

=" to these rotable cricketers’ gmwatt wrongs have been done and the ‘
book hopes %o, right those wrongs. You notice it puts the West
Indian crickeéter and perhaps the most notable of English cricketers
on the same plane. as men.to whom great wrongs have been done, and
in so doing extend our. too limited oonceptions of history and of
the fine arts.. I propose,in settling' these wronhgs,;to'develop and
‘extend our too limited congeption of the finé aris;so that nobody
can mlsunderstand what I intend ‘to do, I say it right at the begin—
ning. - - T

Now for'the_PfefadeZ This book posé5u$he question —— "What

do they know, who only'cricket know?" To answer. involves ideas
as well as facts, The |- . sutoblographical framework shows the
ldeas more or 'less 1n the .sequence that they developed ‘in“-rélation
to the events, the facts and the personalities which pronipted' them.
Now comes the sentence which people read but do not understand or
do not appreciate. . .The ideasi;originated in the West Indies,
the ideas that are in, this book that set.out to correct wrongs,
that set out to- extend our conceptions. of history and of the fine
arts, they originated in the. Wast Jndies. It was only in England
and in BEnglish life and. history that ;T wa% able to track them down
and test them, but the ideas came from ‘hexre.,. I did not get those
ideas in England,not a bit; and I say so-xight through the book.
To establish his own identity Caliban (that is I, and any of you
who wish to come in) after three centuri®s muist himself piloneer
into regions’, Caesar never knew. In other words, the West Indian
native, in order to establish his own identity, must seek 1deas
way beyond what .the ‘British and the others are doing, Now'ybﬁ
may disagree with me, but it is plain what I intend to ddi ~You

» will Hecide whether I have done it- or not. :

It is very curious though,so many people have read the beok
and dOn't seew to have recognized what I am getting at, If you
do not recognlve it tonight then the book is a failurq for 1f a

i'ﬂ he: west,Indies. That is the basis of this book...my
fatber, wmy mother, my annt, the little. Village we lived inj;and
then'I wnn an- exhibition. to the Queen'!s Royal College and the mess
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I made of things there —- not only of myself, but of them, I did
not get on very well there, . T left heving mastered the principles
of English. ericket and.of English literature.  Before very long

I acquired the discipline for which.-the only name is "Puritanv,

I never:cheated., I never anpealed for a decision unless I thought
the batsman was out. ' I never argued with:-the uwwpire. I never ;
jeered at .a defeated, opponent. I never gave to a friend a ‘vote or
a place which by-any stretch of imagination could be seen as belong-
ing to an epnemy or to a stranger. My defeats and disappoilntments | :
I took as stoically as I could.: If I caunght myself complaining or: .
making uyself excuses I pulled up. If a¥fterwards I remembored o
doing it, I took ah. inward decision to’'try not to do it again.'

;.FProm the eight years of school Llife, this code becamé the moéral

framowork of my existence. It hasinever left me. ‘I learnt it
as.a boy, I have obeyed 1t.as.a man and now I can no longer laugh
at 1t. T failed to live up to it at times; when I.did I knewy and
that is what matters. T had a eclue and I cared. I could not care
more. - , - A'f,,:_ TR . Gt s

; For manj 2years L was a, crioket corres ondent in the West
Indies, having. to write about myself, my, own, club, my intimate
friends and peovle who hated me. - .Mistakes in judgment I made
often.enough, but I was as righteous as the.angel Gabriel, and

no one ever challenged my integrity. Thius it was that I could

not join «.«.. etec, That is how I was brought up, and the’ genera—

- tion.after me was brought up in the same way.  We.ware brought up
~according to the standards of the Britigh Dublic School! Code."We
»dild noet. pay attention to it in rlass but outside when we wehﬁ on

to the gawes field we observed the rules, and I have read books
by Frank Worrell and Clyde Walcott which showed that they went:
oeven further thay we in Barbados. .. So that is the life of
a certain generation, or certain generations. T bglileve this

began about: 1870 when the Secondary §chools were founded in the

West Indies., This went up to 1939, but what has happened since
. then, 1s very difficult to say. That, however, is ,the type of

education and instruction we had. The coloured middle classes
were imoulded on the¢ British .pattern. This was not strange because
at the school where I wasy Queen's College, of the nine masters,
elght of them were graduates of .Oxford or Cambridge. We cbuld'
reject this type of discipline after we left.school, but we were
re jecting something that was important, or, we could continué.
Many of us continued in the same line.. The .mombers of the lower

.classes weht-their own way. - If however they aspired or happened

to reach a class higher than.;the .one;that ‘they were in,they at
once signified that they were. members of that class by sticking
to this British . ublic School.Codg¢..as far- -as they could. - We :even
worb ‘high ¢ollars during the hot .days, but.that was ‘how .we were
brought up; so ve did not know any better at the. time. .

After: doaling with that, I go on to treat what I call " thewLight
in the Park." This was:the first serious crisis in my 1life, and 1t
affected me for some ten years. I played cricket at ¢ollege well,
One year .afterwards: I played very well indeed for another club
and the guestion..was: "Which ¢lub should I Join?"There . yas.: ‘the..
Queen!s Eark: Club, for white, wealthy people.. Tt had some coloured

-membeys - amd even a few black pedple. The black Deoplo who were

there - were-usually aponymous, . benause by ‘the time they had: raised
-enough monoey and got enough . .status- to be members of thg Queen's:

Park Club.they-were too.old .to:play, ;50 nobody ever ‘saw tham..:..
Then. there was another club. which drew menborship from amgng - white
CGatholics.: : I could not join either of thOSG._ .I would. haVe been
more quickly elected .as a mewber .of the MC. C. Then there was.. the
Constabulary, but as I was not a policenan néither did I care to

be a policeman, so that club was ruled out. Then there was Stingo
which was the club of the plebiany -~ the ordinary people; the
candlestick maker, porter, low class taylor, SO......., Queen's Pzark
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was too high and Stingo was too low. There werc.two ¢lubs remaining.
te Club and the other the Si:znnon Club, and the
heen. "founded on the basis that they did not want any dark

Maple hag

"people for it was eSaOntin iy @ brown club. 1 really am surprised

to hear you all lkughin ' fou tali as 17 tbiu took place in South
Africa or. somevhere far. frOJ here....es if you.are.not aware of

that yourseLvao. Maybe.you are not. Jamaica would be a wmost un-
usual West Indian. dsland if you ure not, but nevértheless let us
continue. So the Haple Club would not aduilt dark " people, hut

the Shannon Club was the club of the lower middle class, Constantine,
his father,’ 1‘as&all and the rest ~-- lower middle class. I wanted

to join Shennon, but - there were- people in tle Meple Club who did

‘not stick to these principles of colour too strongly. The captain

of the Maple Glub wanted good men for bis team. In-addition, his
brother was married to my mother's sister'so he came.up to me and
he said,l"I hear you want to .join usi” (I don't know where he heard
that from).... But W. St. H3l1l and Learle Constantine at .the Shannon

‘Club would enquire how I was getting on, so there was I between

them. So fipally I was feminded that I had attended school at
the college with the ‘boys im the-Maple Clubj .21l '6f them had not
got these peculiar ideas,sb I innn tiom., They were the poeople . I:

ould' meet in soclety and theyyﬁro the geople .I should. Join.

Though I was @ little uncertain, nevertheless I joined them and" got

on very well But the fact renainu as T huve written elsewhere,

in the West Indles, eSﬂecially in those days, the social gquestion

" was so baoed on colour that the distinction of a coloured mwan, of

whatever his rtlcular shade ox, black or brown was that he kept '
company with weo le a shade, 1ignter thun himself., So the dark brown
man had"arrlvod"when he was keeping company with brown people. And

’the 11ght brown people had "arrived" when they were keeplng company

with the very light, nearly vhilte, people. That was how 1t,was. I

‘don't see why vou should laugh, at that. Maybe you have got mid of
& here, but tnat is how it was. I was, therofore, faced between
‘this choice of the right and leit An Tripidad, and I had chosex

to go with the right. It was to affect my political development

for some ton years.. I did not kpow. that then, but it was only

afterwards thgt looking. back I saw whom, wmy friends.were,. and whom
my friends would have been had I oined the other side. . Constan-
tine used to tell wmes: "If you had joined us.we.would;have.made you
into a cricketer." He was not:malicious, about it and we became
very good friendsj and there .was.apother remarkable man on whow I
shall spend another five minutes.»~:W» St.:Hill, He and T were
good friends, but I had gone to the right and 1t was to affect me
for some ten years. - So I.deal with thet, in the next chapter

,I call it the"Light and the Dark". I e

I shall omit the sketches'that I wmade of five or six

Vest Indian cricketers. These. .were cricketers from Trinidad,

men whon I knew wpll and who were personal acquaintanceées and -friends
of mlne., Tbese sketches will be brought in @t {the..gnd, begause

then you.will be able to see why I chose those, I .could hawve,;.chosen

'half—a-dozen qthers but those were chosen. Sﬂecifically,aqd I have

not met oingle person wha undarstands the signifi¢ance of. .the
selection o;‘tnose men. You, however, will understand:whegn. Ihave
finished. .So uzter L described thew, I then went :on to take. up

my first big & dlysis on Leurio Constantine, and I think he is

one of the most reﬁarkable men of his time. , He is an astonishing
citizen.' T know him’ .very ‘well, Conatuntine was a . potable, example
of a man whose fathor was one of the tost oopular men in Trinidad
and who had/singled out for merit early by Major Harragin, a

great sportsman in Trinidad, and for merit early by H.B.G. Austin,
the ceptain of . the West Indies.; He had done very well in England.
He had come back, but he could, not get a job. In 1926 the.English~-
men cawme down and Austin fieldéd out in.Barbados for ~some, 600 .runs -~
he was in his forties and he must have f&lt 1t - and he wanted =
cover point on his side and he went to Trinidad. Constantine was
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worklng in the Government. He was acting ahd was told that he
could wot obtain Ypave, and be had more sense than to ask for leave
because if he were ucting and asked for leave then he would not

get back the acting 1ﬂpointment. H.G.B. austin came and he got
Congtantine’ leave, and he got 1t with full ﬂay and secured his
return to bhe post when he returned froum British Guiana, All this
was being observed by wy friends.  But there was somebody else
looking at. this, and that was Constantine himself.

In 1928 the West Indies team went to England. Constantine had
been training fOr this event since 1927. e was a fast medium
bowler, but he wade himself into a fast bowler. Then he 1ntended
to be a fast bgwler so he could not field at cover, .so he made
himself into a slip. I used to see him every afternoon down at
the Queen's Park. Oval and frequently I used to throw balls into
the slip machine and he would catch them. He made himself into
a slip fieldsman to correspond with his fast bowling, because, as
I told you in the book, Legrie had nade up his mind to go to
England,and he was not comlng back. That was definitely done in
response to a situation in Trinidad,and the situation exists to

'Vthis day., I suppose you know that we have these fine West Indies

cricketers playing for the West Indian tean because of League
Cricket in England. But for that there would not be many W.I.

‘cricketers thoere. Constantine made u~ his mind that he was going

and he went to England, played- magnificently and they kept him.
Then he began what has risen to its highest pitch today, this
‘tremendous influence and importance and grandeur of the West In-
dlan cricketers in League Cricket in England. He went to Nelson

“.and laid the basis of it; so that what he did lasts to this day.

I have gdng into it at length; the kind of crnicketer he was; the

_;kind of cricket he. plaved; his tremendous judgment of the game
"and what he brought to League Cricket. That is what he established

-- the style, the tone and temper of League cricket in England,
when he went to Nelson in 1928.

In 1932 I went to England and I went up to Nelson and 1ived
at his house for a year, and after that I went up there very
often and I saw and heard from various people what League Cricket
was when he came ,and what he had made it into by 1932 and the
state 1n which he left 1t; ‘and these boys are going into a:. build-~
ing of which Learie Constantine laid the foundations. And that
is part of West Ihdian history.

Then I take a critique of George Headley. Then I come to
another passage and I will ask you to hold on tight to. your chairs

lest you get upset when I read it. wyhat do Men Live By?"

Most of the summers between 1933 and 1938 I spent reportiné
cricket first for the Manchester Guardian and then for the
Glasgow Herald. They were happy days, and if I were writing the
usual type of cricket reminiscences I would have plenty to say,
but though I read that sort of pook I have no intention of writing
one.. Fiction writing dralnmed out of me and was replaced by poli-
tics, I became a Marxist, a Troskyist. I published large books

‘and small articles on.these and kindred subjects. I wrote and

spoke., - Like wany others I expected war and after war ‘the social
revolution, (Now it is very strange. I have not been arrested

in England for writing that, Nobody seems to have. been,bothered
about iﬁ”ot all. ) o ' S

_ In 1918 a ledture tour took me to the Uhited States and I

'stayed there fifteen years. The war came. It did not bring -

Soviets and kroletarian power, instead the. bureaucratic totali-
tarian monster grew stronger and spread, (That is the Russian
regime). It took nearly a decade of incessant labour
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and coiiaboration to break with it and re-organize wmy Marxist
ldeas to cone with the post-war world. 7This wes a matter of
doctrine, of hiistory, of economics and jolitics. These pursuilts

I shared with collaborators, rivals, enemies and our public. Ve
covered the ground thoroughly. So you see I have been telling you
what havngened and how 1t came about that ¥ wrote this book. I
then proceed to say that what bothered we after the war was this.
A8 Marxists we had had certain ideas about soclety.,.,Certain idea
about the nlace of games, the place of 1litereture, thé'piace of art
in society,and the failure of the revolution during the war or
after the wér and the idea that bourgeols sciety had established
itself a2fter the war made sowe of us begin to think. Now these
idess were lacking in some way, and I have stated all that there
and nobody has found 1t subversive, or if they did they hid 1t,
and I said it is necessary to think over these things,and in
thinking thew over I began to think of cricket in England and of
cricket in the West Indies -+ the early 1life I had.lived., That

.1s where the. ideas cawme from, all my half~forgotten past in Tri-

nidad;and now my probing into: the thingg'hen-livp by had sensitized
me to see cricket with fresh -eyes. as soon ‘as I had begun to think
for myself about it. The first task was tO got Greece clear.

T am not particularly fond of the Qomans -~ they and their
empire over the whole of the Lnown world and their roads and '
their mliltcrj ‘legions. and their . laws——buttevery succeeding year
I have read more and probed more deenly into Greek civiligation,
and it is quite obvious to me more and more that the two centres
of Buropean civilization are the Hebrews end the Greeks.

Mow what is it we notlce about the Greeks? There were two
things that were very strikihg’about theti. One of them was demo-
cracy; the other was the games organig med games., The firs t date
in EBurowean hibtory is 776 B. C., the first year of the Olympic
Games. Now I devdted a wbole ¢chapter to this,of the tremendous
role that these. organized games played in the life of the anc¢ient
Grieek .city. VWhat is noticeablé ' 1s this, With the decline of the
Greek civilization games also declinedy and then,a wmost pecullar
Hu51nesu, organized games disappeared from the faco of the -earth.
With the decline of the Greek democracy and the decline ‘'of “the
Olympic Gemes organized games disappeared. The Romans Had some
games in which men killed one another oar fougnt with bears and
tigers. Now when did the games come back? . All this is treated
in the book. s

In 1864 Carl Marx founded the First International, in 1885
the North defeated the South -in the civil war. In that same year,
1865, Disraeli passed the first bill which established popular
democracy: in England. 1In 1871 the Commiine CdWe...seaeosss failed;
reaction tried to suppross democracy in France’, but they won in
the Parliawment by one vote and the Third Rerublic was founded.

.So that between 1864 and 1870 there wm a tretiendous. movément in

Britain and the United States towards popular t‘arllamentary
democratic procedure. But at the same time something else was

taking place between that same 1860 and 1870. 'There  was the

organizétion of the Football Ieague in England, the Athletig
‘League in England, Baseball in the United States, Lawn Tennls;
all organized games that had disappeared from the earth for so

- long cawme back in that very decade. So in the decade from

1860 to 1870 we have this tremendous movement a2ll over ‘the world
towards porular dewocracy, and -side by side with it we have the
develornent of organized gawes. I cun'!t draw too violent a con-
clusion. I merely state the facts, who wents to explain them
away can, but those facts can be seen and it is not so distant
from what was taking place in apncient Greece. Now, having dealt
with it so to swpeak on a world scale,watching the development of
organized games 2nd what is parallel to it,I then take up the
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Hiséeryuef> tngland, and T go 1nto what nroduced W.G. Grace. Ie

. was_ born in ?84u and that /eur was the epg of the Chertist
' Movement, and’ tqe ucflnite organization of Britain openly as a

dern indust: ztite. There was thie growth of the big cities,

dﬁodern ind uatry,and that.wes in 1840. By 1865 there was the first

bill tending towards popular doﬂocrucy,und already there qu.tbe‘
ten~bour dey and Ssturday alfternoons frcece to an inmense, urbﬁn aonu-
lation in the new towns. The climex of that was reached by: 1865,
and at thot sdme ftiwe, 1860 or. thercabouts, there were organized
games taking the treuwendous role that thcy are playing in modern

v lifb-

‘¢¢ Now W. G. Grace. was born ih 1848, s0 in 1864 he was just 16.

In 1863 the M.C.C. had authorised over-ara bowling which. brought

all sorts of possibilities to the game.. By the way, if I way.men-
tion. something, OWell says that he was scared in’ facing Griffith. .

- I wrote that in my reporits long before he said so, but. there is

another point in regard to that business. Griffith shigs and

‘he said he was afraid to face Griffith =~-but'Hall does not shy

and he was afraid to face Hall too. They were afraid of the fast
bowling. So W.G. Grace was born in 184#. 1In 1863 M,C.C. author -

-1zed - the over-arm bowling which brought new possibilities to the

development of the game. 1In 1864 or thereabouts the County
Championshin was organized. In 1863 there was the first . trip of
an English team to Australia. You will notice the age in which

‘he was born. There was a new soclal structure in Britain. There

were organized games taking nlage all over the world,and Grace was
born just at the time,so that when he was 16 the game was re-
organized both internally and on apn international scale; and that
made him the batsman that he was. Does anybody believe that:-dif
Garfield Scbers had been born in 1920 and was everything that he
was by 1935 he would have been the player that he is today?
Absolutely nct. One has to be born in a certain atmosphere.' One
has to. be surrounded by certain qualities and one has to be .moving
around from country to country and know what is happening.“ One's

- countrymen must begin to observe and the “osslbilities must oxist

that produce & Sobersjand it was that which “roduced W, G Grace—
a series. of i.istorical and international ciroumstanoes, and with
his. wonderful personal capacity that Duahed him forward. That

was what nQde that .old man last so long ehd play the oricket ‘that
he did.. It was not. that he could bowl and bat well., He did some~
thing which was of tremendous social 51vn1f10unce and T have
devoted three chapters to him,

. In the new urban Lngland the Dnglish people who had left the
countryside where Lnglish people had, lived and amused thet—
selyves for centuries had no opportunity of naintaining contact
with what they had left behind and the greatness of Grace ‘is” this,

‘that he brought the England of the countryside into the new towns
_ang. made of Bnglish cricket a permanent and fundamental. featurc

of the neWw industrial and urban England. Grace 1s excluded from

- the history books of his country. Books are written on social

practices in: Englandznd he 1s left out. He was the best known
Englishman of his time. ©No statue of him exists,yet. he continues

~warm- in the hecrts of those who never knew him. There he 1s safe

until the whole crumbling edifjce of obeieanoe before . mammon,

‘contewpt for Demas and categorizing intellectualism finally falls
. apart. The society Iis so backward and deﬁenerate that it can't

appreciate its really great wer, and, until it falls apwrt Grace
will . not be understood.. :

cread

-iNow I go +to whﬁt I convider the most 1mportant section of the

.boek I have written, and 1t is called "Wﬁ 't is Art?"

N
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) There re a few people who have réad ‘the book and understanad
what I an nftcr, but ¢ good mapny. critics read and pass on. I can
only tell you ib brief terms what it is I am saying there..

T lay the prehtest cmphasis on Jbr)ard Berendbon. He
was the chief of them all and his ideas of art were well circu-
lated. ¥ deal with him in four or five uoges and show that his
views on art'and my views. don'!t coincide. Now I say that these
art critics will never be able to write decent art criticisms or | |
art criticismns that matter wunless they understand that when thirbf.
thousand pecple go to see a cricket matel, or one hundred and
twenty thous and neople go to see a foothall match, they are taking
rart in 2 genuine and artistic expression a&s when you go and see
paintings or sculpture. I am not. asking anybody for recognition.

. Your art criticism 1s in a mess and it is going to continue to be

in 2 mess as long as you do not understand that this interest in
aprt,this interest in popular arts,as you call i1t, that the people
are taking, 1s part of 2 genuine expressipn of artistic partici-
pation, and that 1s what my chapter on art attempts to do.

Now I go a2 little further, and my method is always historical,
and I will go through this, very rapidly.. I say what is the .begin-
ning of civilizetion as we know 1t? . The general opinion is that
wap hunted. T said what is this hunting? He- learns to throw a
stone or to throw a stick or to run after 3n1nals and place him-
self 1n such a way as to. ccapture then. That is tbe beginning of
the civ1llved utructurc. And we know ttat not only by anthropolo-
gists and historians who seek to make it. un it 1is. because the
Bushmenvund the men in France znd certain places in Spain, men
whom you, would .not dreamn of as being 01vilized have left, behind
artistic reprosentctions of the animals fhoy hiunted and of the
men hunting them,which are unsurpassed to this day.  Let us explain
that. .In other words, as soon as they.became human, they became

....fully human. .. I remember Jacob Epstein saying of some of the
- statuos. that. were found and ‘brought to ZBurone. From Africa.,"Some

of the men who did these things,"Epstein thought "were men who had

.the artistic capacity of Michael singelo.". These .men lived . in huts

and they cut the tree and carved the wood. They palnted on the

.walls in caves ond the paintings are there to this day, .and they

are unsurpassed. So that is how thoy beban, That is the begin-
ning of civilization as we know it. the bunting. Then we are
legitimatoly entitled to think that.a very good hunter, a wman who
threw the spear well, or who threw tne stone well would be imitated
and worshipped by his fellow wmen, and the boys and the whole tribe
would do exactly what they do toduy, that is to practise and do

what the great hunter was doing. Then there would spring up a
capacity for taking part iIn what became the organized games. This
is seen from the very earliest times. Those games used to be 2

.part of the funeral ceremony, &nd ,from our records, the Olywmpic

Games were & part of civilization. By degrees soclety developed
and men fron our age lost those natural artistic instincts
that they had. The kind of 1ife that . wen in the modern age live,
an industrial life, can suppress them, though they remailn a part

of the buman endowment, and gilven circumstances which encourage
~them they emerge with tremendous power. That 1s what is happen-
ing 1n the West Indies and that is what 1s happeping in Brazil.

Where does Garfield Sobers come froe How does he come from
that little.island —- Barbados ~- 40 ailes wide by 21 miles long?
It 1s said that Sobers is the finest cricketer who ever lived,
at least Dexter said so; and Dexter is not given to praising
anyone too muck. Teople who have éeen the famous Bragilian foot-
baller say that they cannot imagine such a footballer for they
have never seen anyone like him< Bragil could be beaten,buti no

ras long s he is on the Brazilien team. One has to ask oneself B

what 1is teXing place there. I 1hink this is what is happening?
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Ba nst hollagte
We ore not nn industrinl civiliszation, 7o Luve some bauxite and
some 'oii, bub basically we are & peasant and a rural population
even though'we live in what we crll ttowns"™, - But you have to live

abroad and t3 kncow the bDig towns like Ldvernool and Sheffield and
parts of London to know what an urbon civilizotion is. As a rule
this. 'tyre of civilization does not wroduce rendrkable cricketers.
L Wédn the West Indics learn the gnue ¢nd we ilive in circumstances
whiere it 1s possible to Lring the gome intto play, but at the same
time to exmress our national idstinets within circumstances that| |
tend "ta develon the ~hysicul and social sects of cricket. That
- is why we ploy so well, That is wuy Irazil nlays so well. In
addition to that, it is of Imwiens. 4 nnce to a person grqwiﬁhf
up that the people around him .and otbe“ © wnIe en,, an interndtional
scale begin to look at him and his performances as sdmething ex~ .
cepticnal and something which brings credit to his country and to |
his people’. That is the basis of the cricket that is played in !
the West Indies.  That 1s the basis of the football that 1s played
in Brazil, Argentlna and other countries liKe that. I gor at
lehngth into this mattor ipn a certain chapter here. This is some-
thing that; I wrote in 1953, in which T said that in England one
_plays cricket in 2 certoin way because your soclety is what it is.
“'The batsmen bowl in a certain .way. They have this defensive
‘method both in batting and bowling. It is part of the welfare
state of mind, the society. Vhen people want welfare state that
1€’ one thing,but if you have a welfare state of mind where’ &§u
just do your share and get whut belongs to you, you c¢an't do
artistie work in that way. ' These cricketers, professional or
amateur, are essentially functionarles in a welfare state. That
is what they’ are,~constitution 21 wmeémbers of soclety getting money
‘for'a job that they are doing That is not the way 'great cricket ‘
‘is ‘played and we;, fortunately, do not play 11ke that.

I go into that analysis as to why they play and then I go
4nto the c‘t'c‘okes that they" play. I said formerly  a batsmﬂn played
a back stroke or he left the crease to drive because he was in-
dlulging in an artistic advénturous game; but  thése féllows today
are out for defense and the result of this is the long slow
déferisive forward stf@ke. With all resmect to the former captain
of DnOLand,there was a time ‘when they did not play ‘forward as they

~do nowy and to play forward as they 'do now is part of the men= -
- tality of thé age: This however is wrong because spectators do
not want to see this type of playing any wmore, they'only go'to
_see test matches., We in the West Indles 1ivé a different sort
of life, We play a different sort of gzme, and that is why they
‘are having us in England next year. I wonder if any of you know
why...wnut is the reason 'for this. HNext Year there will ‘be the
football world cup. This begins in England in July, with South -
Afrlca, Indiﬁ, Néw Zealand. That will be thé end of cricket for
that season. The only DOSsibiLity of really keeping the cricket
"Season going in opposition to that is if the West Indies cames
so instead ‘of our going to England in 1971 we-have been asked to
come 'in' 1966, ‘I 'think ‘this is fine. It shows we can do something
to preserVe_tbG principleo of the Britisk civilizations,

‘T am now' going 'to dedl with the ldst chapter which 1is called
"The Proof of the Tudding", and the sub- title of the chapter is

- nYox ”opull" ‘the Voice of the Teople. This chapter gives a-
lengthy description of the circumstences which led to the aproint-
ment of ‘Frahlk Worrell as captain of “the Wo'st Indies XI. ' That, was

g battle. I was® ‘gditor "of ‘a Yaper ~- Thé Nation-—-~ * 7 fa i
when' the lnglishmen were coming X' detelrniried to havu a glimpse of

.“1exander as' captain and if, s’ I suspected, he was not a gnod
captain then he should go. It was wrong for &léxander and Worrell
to bé on the -same side with the formcr as captain. Turely on oy
own T topened- fire", I gdve & sketch of ‘Worrell's history snd
his ‘development and éended up every pagb of chaDter with the slogun

“WAlexander nust gor.
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I revnember wany members of the Teople!s National Movement
; " who cormented on the fact SHnt storting wmatters

in Triu

were publisbed in 2 volitical paper,"fhe Hatlon®. apnyway the
Camﬂﬁiﬂx wWES ucces sfrl arnd Alexander had to go. That might
.ave uwsat the ﬂe indies teawm why tney lost the series.

Then SOEething else tock —lace. Tirst of all the West
Indies lost the series. IL they had not 1»st it then Worrell
‘would not hzve been o csptain today. Secoudly, I-have to be
very careful zbcut this. I have never thrown a bottle, never.
I stated shar-ly that those whe¢ threw the bottles were wrong.
The fact rewcins, however, that bottles were thrown, It is
said thet Worrell is the finest captain within living memory,
but 1t took a Lot of writing anc a Lot of bottles before he
could be.appointed.

QUESTION AND ANSWER SESSION

John .
Maxwell: I wonder if you would tell us about Cassius Clay?

A3 T dontt know anything about boxing to begin with. I see a
lot about Cassius Clay in the news#aper. He 1s certainly
a mester of publicity. However, I will tell you what I
think. He is a very young man and he ‘has found it necessary
to satisfy himself to go.and join what must. be a very un -
popular social and political organivat1on,so that he 1s not
only Cassius Clay, he.is now Mahowumed AL1i. That must be a
great driving force in his desire to achieve. He is obviously
a nerson dissatisfied with his environment and that'1s the
thing thet I netice about him. More and ttore T hear that he
is one of the finest boxers éver known, T don't go to see
boxing, I am not ipterested in it. ‘I would not stop it
if I had the law in wy hands.

Many yéars ago I saw movies of a boxing match and the people
were there cheering,and then. ome fellow hit another fellow on
his nose and the blood spurted and the crowd cheered. I never
witnessed another bout.

Q: It does seem to we that the develorwent of sport is iIntimetely
© ‘connected with the development. of the personality.

A: Yes I think so. Now there are two things here. There is what
used to hoppen in the English public schools where that was @
great hasis for English soeial life, and that played a tre-
wendous role in the lives that we Iived Deétween 1880 and 1939
in the YWest Indies. It was part of the training that: people
of the middie-class got: ‘In Englnnd it was a tremendous part
of -their training. MNow many boys hated it. . Many of them,
Robert Graves and Siegfried Sassocn far instance; wrote
savegely egainst 1%, eand I believe thoy were justified to this
extent that if the srorts were organiszed :nd the boys had every
opportunity to take nart and some boys did not want to par-
ticipate, then they should ncet. That was all. THere must be
soue strong inpulse why a boy shoulsd go against what all his
friends do. I believe, however, thot the idostinct towards
games is for more deerly rooted; that 1t was-’intanded to be-—

nocowe a nart of the English educational system. It 1s something
deenly rooted in the huwmon personality, 'and if ' pronerly or-—
ganized end orgenized without a sense of too whch discipline
it will eiways attract children &t school, because 1t attracts

+  the grown-uns. ' ' ' :

.-
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In the early days in Trinidad ‘at the Royal Queefi's Park

Cinn o tho

Fanle Club thére was o "shade couplex. One had

vto be falr to join these clubs. -We have two ¢clubs here, ithe
~SKingston. C.Ce and the Melbourne C.C.  The Melbourne C.C. was

a Drown wents club, Lt the Xingston C.,C. it was for the
whites, and at & certcin time that I remember, way back In
thoe .twenties,the Jews were not even allowed to join the Xing-

‘ston £.C. Mo person of the Jewish faith or race could join.

Do you still say that in Trinidad they still weintain the
shade cowplex ¢t Royﬁl Quewn's Taprk znd the Maple?

No 3ir. T szid in 1920 wihen I began that was the dominant
feature of cricket and foothall and nmuch else. I -go
further than that and I say that in the gawmes that the

clubs wlayed there was a powerful expression of these soci?l
desires, social repressions and social instincts. They were
exoressed in the cricket and in the football. There at least.
coumetition was supposed to be open: It was not quite open,
but it was wmore open than in the law or government, or medi-
cine. There certain social expressions were found, but 1t is
not so today to the same daegree. That has declined to a large
degree, but the fundamental bhasis frowm which that sprang (as
far as I can see it still exists although it hides 1tself

and icoveirs itself up, but it still exists ), is' nothing: as
sharn and as clear as- it was thlrty and forty years ago.

er.~Jﬂmeo,the society was multi-racial when you were: here,

but the society is non-racial pow. In the context of West

i Indian’ development you mentioned both the social and political

aspects of games such as cricket. By your conclusion you
arrive @t the npoint where. the sports' development has. out
stripped’ the political development. Ty what you sum up, as
far as.,cricket is concerned -- we agree that cricket  is now

‘a people's game,resultant in its being so widely acclaimed

a happy srort for all. Now Sir, whet would you say in the
context vhere this social part has outstripped the political
development, do you feel that the nolitical development will
reach the stage of a people!s developuent of cricket as a
sport. What time will -that take? .

The gentlewan is entitled to his question in-the same way as
T cwm entitled to wy answer. When I zm giving a talk on the
political development of the West Indies I will take up ithe
question of the relation to the sporting development, but to-
night tuat is not my subject so we will leave that out.

Mr. James hod promised to tell us 2bout the five personalities
which he mentioned. Could we hear something of thewm?

Now T am going to break up the questions and go into these.
The vpeo-le whom I described are Tiggott .the wicket-keeper,
TelemagueMre batsman, beorbe John the fast bowler, and W.
St..71111 the batsman, and w1th your kinu nermission I will

. spend some time on them.

~dggott was one of the few ‘comic cricketers in West Indian

-history that I know. He was 6'4" and he would not wear a

white- shirt with @ collar opn 1%. - ile wore a shirt without a
collar:iand it had stripes on it-. - He did that every Saturday.

.He mus¥ have had siéme deep psychological reason, Tiggott 1s

to. be remewmbered because he was the wickKet-keeper -~ the
finest wicket keeper I heve ever seen or hope to see,  He

.used to stand up to John.. ' I can see-him now and will see hiwm

always. .nd, Jotin was one of the:wost tremendous fast bowlers
who ever bowled a ball, and if you tock your foot % ineh over
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line "then vou were gone. ‘Pigott should have been selected

" to go to Bngland,but when the time came they selected

instead. In thoso days, 1523, when the team was
elﬂctC(,therv was George. John and "Joe Small of Stingo. There

was Victor 'Toscall and Learie Constantine of Shannon. Thos

four were black men. Now i1f they had taken Tigwtt as wicke

kecmer not.only would there have been five black men renresent-—
ing Trinidad, but Queen's Tark Club would have been out al-

together. '

Tlggett was a very good-natured mon., T remember one afternoon
I stood &t the Queen's “ark Ovel and witched Dewhurst wicket-
kKec ~inb. e wns Jdoing it very well, ©nd I stood up talking

to Tiggott. UWhot was strange, however, wés this, that everyone

felt that Uiggott was left out because he was not white.

Telemague vwas not a plebeian. Telemagque was a proletarian.

He was & waterfront worker of some kind. There was a general
strike in Trinidad 1n'1919 and I would not have been surprised
if Telemaque had taken part 1n it. He played for Sfingo and
he was & good cricketer, but he wos never selected to make the
team. One year when, he was about 25 yvears old we all felt he
would Lave been selectod but he was left out again. His wife
just snt on the pavement,ﬁnd wept and half the neighbours
‘wert also. His waterfront companions had decided that had he
been seleccted they would have paild their own fare to Berbados
to see the gawme and to celebrate with their fellow waterfront
woriers at this great honour that had been done to one of them.

Then there wGo‘Georée Jokn. George John was included ipn a
chanter called "Three Generationst, This chapter deals with
another fast bowler, a man named Woods. WVWoods was in England
playing against Gloucestarshlre for. the West Indies in 1901.
Jesson uade 157 runs in an hour, so after the first twenty
minutes when he had about 100 already, Woods who had been
taking & lot of blows went up to the captain and asked to be
allowed to take ‘off his boots,because if he took “them off he
could et the ball. The captain refused, so Woods went back
to bowl, Jcssorp hit the ball in all directions and again
Woods requested of the captain: "Let me take off’ one shoe
Sir, But the captain was adamant anu would not allow Woods
to take off his shoe there.

You see these boys (tley were 18 and 19) used to come to the
field where their masters were 11“Y1n§,1nc some of them
bowled very well. Then they would be niven shoes and taken
off to Bngland to play.

Then there was George John, a tremendous bowler. Shannon
represonted the lower middle-class and the people looked up ot
them &nd they played in a way which saifl: "Well you all think
you are superior but at cricket on the savannab we are more
or less equal, and we have the best wmen in the island. "
Subsequently I wrote that "It is onliy recent events in the '

_ 'West Indies that have told wme that in John's behaviour there

\"° was more dynaumite than in the behaviour of all the Shannon XTI

T put tog zethor.t ' ’

vThén there was the case of W,..5t, ¥ill, vhich many people think
‘15 one of the finest chapters in the book, St. Hill was a
great batsman, and a very reserved, self-contailned person.

He was a romarkable individual who would bave been at ‘home

in England ,nd he would have dono in Ehglond what Learie
Constantine has done and whaat Fronk Worrell has done, but

he did not make it. Rires burrgd in 5t. ¥ill and you could
always see the glow. ie was bhcirclea o
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and enclosed by the circumstances that enclosed a man of
his ty o in West Indian life and L oyt ogainst it all his
1ife,but le never could CUIOTEE . Thdt is another type, another
West Indign type. “oday they are emerging in various ways,
tut wolitically they are still closed uz. :

T have dealt with that in this bool with the inclusion of
Frabcis. In 1923 Griffith was as good a bowler then as he
ever became afterwards. He was then a very fine bowler, but:
Austin left him out and fook Francis instead, That was a |
very uniyopular selection. Francis went to England and took !
10 for 72. He ployed in v e second watch and took 9 for 120,
and in +the third match he took 8 for 55 abd all the Englishv;
" peonie felt he was a tremendous fast bowler. i

fustin also took Constantine to England at a time when most

of us would have left hkim out. Austin was a very gocod captain
and he placed the gawme very higl: in his judgment. I have
been writing a2 history of West Indies cricket and I say we
cannot do but pay tribute and give enorwmous credit to those
meubers of ‘the plantocracy and the comtercial classes 1n the
West Indies who built up this game and established/on the
basis that enmabled us to produce a Sobers, a Hall and a
Griffith today.

Maxwell: Tlease tell us about the éase of Gilchrist.

T did the best I could to get the West Indian Board of Control
to stopn punishing Gllchrist as 1f bhe. were an errant school~
boy and bring him back into the team., I am glad to say thot
Iranl Yorrell was ta \ing from Bhglond sayilig thHat Gilchrist
should be hrought back, I will tell you one or two things )
about. Gilchrist. I understood that he was the 22nd son of o
rural fawmily. Gilchrist'!s ocwployer told me this wmuch. He
sai‘"I saw him bowling In the country and I brought him into
Kingston." de said he had given hiu 2 job., Gilchrist was no
paragon of wvirtue but he would mever do anything to offend
his boss. I begged that Gilchrist be included in the team.
Some of his friends In Trinidad rublished some posters before
th game began, saying that if Gilchrist was not on. the team
no one should go to see the matci.

Now I saw something about Gilchrist which is highly signifi-
.cant. In 1957 I went to Canterbury and saw Gilchrist play-
ing there with Walcott .2s the C‘“tuln. e did not play very
well. T went next to Hastings., There I saw Gilchrist bowling
agailn under Frank Worrell as cagtain. find again something
went wrong. 7The West Indies Board of Control handled Gil-
christ badly.

I belicve.cne had these class relations anﬂ Gilcbrist was
an extreme example. He was not able to take .care of himself
or defend himself so he felt the full weight of the blows.

In another ten or fifteen years West Indian cricket . will be
Tuled and "overned by Kanhai, Sobers. etc. After this period
a ceruain steadiness of Judgnent will be acquired and 2 cer-~
tain reali

" ¢. L. R. Jawes ,
4Lrts Lecture Room III,
U.W.I. liona,
1.6. 65,
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iWe Will filghy

5y the squares, the chur
>0 'the museums| and into. the ga

il inaintings “and the sculpture. 'One 'l 2
Ml el T used tolgo 6 a certain| place and gdibleasﬁﬂfr;: _
Ll od vand T was told ithat this had been going on since the yearn A
I ff800;'over32,000 years agoﬁ’fPeoplévhad been qu%ng;i
" side and selling goods there. ‘One does not meotiall
| dn'the West Indies to thb same degree., The ‘result: a;
“.Wwriter's ‘aHd on ithe work ‘thiey are doing today, there is concen- |
a'ted '.'endrﬁous'émountéof‘WeSt Indian history; far mor than -
LN The! writérs in' Britain) or the writers in France o * wrdlte
N RN ~An the 'United 'States. T intend to concentrate .oh 'them this | ).

© -7 evening and to draw some conclusions @s to ‘the historical method?
“that 13 to say a method of approach. fIﬂunderstapq,xhepeﬁis no i
Fapulty of Fhilosophy at ‘this university..' This Ts the first | |
and~perhets the last time théf'I:wilrlpfi%ibiSQithe ubivérsity ;
¥ 1n:public, but you ought to-havé ‘one. "I doh!t see how yoéu. can |
study history or literature or'an?thid",zneaily, withoutiaf'%hé'f

‘back of i1t soins* doncept of tye:philosophioaljdirectibq_bf'what :
you' are studying, and I am chiefly éobéérhgdww;fp the philoso~ b
‘Phical view of West Indian history.’ I;amggo;qg‘ib;try,gﬁo' :
_&ilve you oné, and at any rate), one_%hihg’?ﬁﬁpithb,philosqphical i
viéw is that if it is clear you can dlvays says; "I dontt agree

with that," There must be a philosophical view of any serious
topic and I intend to try, . through the)writers,,to goet some
. sort of philosophiocal approdch: to the! problem of West: Indian
et ‘history. I dontt know any ‘West Indiap history: books..: I know
b . @ lot of books that write:about history. I kiiow of many books .

o which make| statements of faot for the most part, Tiknow a lot of
books thatfhavé accumulated material;, but a historical treatment ' :
-oF the history of the West Indies -- I kihoiw of no book which | . .
deals with! this matter. Lo o o ST e IR

A ) i : i "o R E !
"T'will tell you what T am going to do, so that you will be!
quite clear. T am Jumping about'hathér“rapidly? I will‘begin
with a brier view of certain contemporary writers,_sqme:people
whom.I'havé discovered here 1n the %st few donths, “T'begin
‘with them because they are new West Indian writers and represent
2 rnew phasé in West Indian EIEtor?. Some of" hgmfaréqvquM

spiteful and malicious., but the pPeople who write esitively
are some very fiihe writers indeed, and the fine th ng about
them 1s that Géorge Lamming, whom I shall: éom; 1

Harris, Hearne, Vidia Naipaul, myself and: o
educated. " We are trained from a:literary podiit.

3



'I am going to take is & bo
gyoungman of about. 30.° A prize

I will be glad to know that you recognize and you,v
talking qbout, because there 1s no othexr way 1n i
how  you feel gbout it. It 1s very unfair to a novelist to read
an, extract but I think these are good enough.. :

) Before he was married Walter remembers how at the end \
- .of. the fortnight when.. he got his salary he would go with
_the other fellows from the office down at Jacky'sland punch
. tunes in the juke box,and he would fry chicken and drink
‘rum or beer and.talk,:talk) talk..Talk about’ .Women, talk

... about politics, talk’ abqut the. job, about the work. Talk
.+ Iin liquor twisted voices And sometimes after frds they would
" go down by Sicardots *night club’ op. out on the streeﬁ.

Monday morning you came to work and. the. fellows said,
. "That 15 a good time we had last. night eh?“ -What was: a

] good tiﬂe you, Would think? How the hell was that a good

timeL You aat there half ‘drunk between cigarette smoke

hand you‘ te?fried chicken and you erCk the bone and some~
times the. arrow run down the. sidé of. your ‘mouth ang feil

.on. the' front of your shirt and you. had to: wipe 1t.off and

listen to, obscene Jokes,or sometimes a woman wilth a. bigq,

backside paesed before the ‘door . andhsomebod pointed a%, .

yzurher and everybody looked and ‘then:. gave thei opinion gf-,
. what they. would like to do with her,and whe efand whpn?

gAnd ihen at. the night club you drink rum. and dance with.

a whore with bulging breasts and & short tight-fitting
sllken dress, and perhaps yocu would go to her room some-




: - thai
hatt' was' a :gobd.
tiwas| A héll of-a. goc
‘ fg6qﬂ~time?".Land"i$
BT 1sta?dot?more‘ ‘
+d¢ I havel not! the timel, i
owWn (voicey and the natural|vo:
1s not educated! hbroad but|whib ¥
houe and hags learnt the  lar

p.dng
tincts

Failure like a jagged ‘odged knifo byist teeth 1
his chest), Frustration chases anger down the s

of,h§35m;1d. Tt is only left for him to weep,
the:§1m9$ and; for the People of !Webber Street;
himself and his’dreém.@;Wbep,for one aging man

Qndféofdgéds,fand another 1is stiffened by pride jand
Y. previous féilurs; and young  women are prostitut

béfo?e,tﬁéirébreasté are fully formed; and the}&ouﬁ“ méé ‘
are angry and Vviolent ~—=-angry at street corners, ready . .
toi stick!a krife in ‘God's ribs. ' Ang a mother4ﬁia?s‘&nd[,;
@ son:Knows that he tust hope. Ang in this city, 1 AN
this|island the g0ods are .falling and there is nothing fo

the young pedple to look up to, nothing for anyone’ to:lo
° The leading citizens are wrapped in; their self~

[=
T
- o
[o]

. that there is nothing decent and valuable to hold on to.

Out of the land has ¢cotie asphalt and oil, from the bosom
of the peasant the bongo and the limbo have come and ‘the !
wealth of song, frow the tesses the calypso and théfbtéex
band; but out of the: others, the leading cltizens, the . |
good and the rich and the educated folk what has cone? !

Now that is a drastic indictment. Tt does not matter :: . |
whether . it is completely true or not, it 1is thet somebddy\is;
saying it who is, allow me,! one of us, and he has not réad. 1t in
books. It is a natural response to a certain situation and. this
young man is a natural writer.. B s

There is another one, a wan called Michael Antho :
a book called "The Games Ware Coming*, It was a good . eno
80od enough, but there was one episode in it that was ‘ver
ing, and I should have known from that episode,howghe;ﬁoul_sA 3
later., But I didn't. There 4s a young wowan who is eﬁgagddrtéf;*
one’ of the cyclists in the games, and he is So-concerned ‘wit.h

'
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hexj.

in Brltisn
vite to WOT ; . i
v&i thém. in é'Sltuation where
their demands ﬁnd desires.

(%]

ey o
‘Now) Michael Anthony ‘says exactly h
lived iniTrinidad you”wéuld know that this glrl
‘dffair. with this man:whd was old enough to be her
_‘'she wantdd tol He deflnitely says so. The girls.
‘Porced ihto such situations, you know. Sometimes.
they likeé it,|and that was: quite something to say "
atmosphere. As I seid, I ‘should have seen at once whatxf
person hé- wasy, but I'did nbt. He has written anothér bod
THE YEAR:IN SAN FERNANDO. : It 1is the story of a child 6f tWelve'
who spends a year of ‘hils llfe ih Sean Fernando, and what}hapﬁens
to him agd the grown»ups he meets. I will give you: only :
 episode.to tell the kind of personality he is. He usediito go to
the Romﬂﬂ Cabholic school, then he went to San Fernando ndfhe

worked as a midulder at ﬁhe 0il company. He worked with his hands.?

Then he' Went 'to England and he has worked in the railways, a'T
believe. He hﬁ worked on the busses; but he has written thesé twoi
J~nbvels. ‘This novel, THE YEAR IN SAN FERNANDO 1s a superb piece |
of -work. f T will let you see how homebred, how natural and simpla
it is.. I know the reople who are being written about and I kno
the men who are writing it. ’

I
o

%

~nbphew dein are having a terrific ;aw.

I stopped thinking of Bdwin to listen agaln.’ Mrs.
R - -Chandles was talking about the money she had spent on
thelr education. This was not new to wme. She had alwaysi
boasted about this,. aboiut the upper-class education she
i+ -+ had given her children. - Both boys had gone to the big
* .- college. (This iIs a boy of 12 spezking).- I had seen the

* college myself on the hill and I had gazed upon it with awe._

I had also seen Mr. Chandles! coat with the college things
on,and now T thought.of our own poverty and of L my ‘moth'er
sending me here because she could hardly feed us all, yet
no such row could take rlace in Ma's house; Q]

‘had not ‘béen to the big college, and he had not been)ab
jackets with the designjand he heard this woman constan
"ing .of ‘the ‘education that she'had given, to th ose ohildré
and here was the kind of row going oh. I donlt know W
"experience of the West Indies, but I know :wha
sentiments exist among a substantial sectio

¢ who'dord't get up“on the platform t&- nakefsu
frrenots Sent by the: Governmeht on commisgsion
- “become* ministers. ‘But the simple ordinary
‘people: whose’ sentiménts are straightforvar
‘form a substantiul ‘element 1n’ the popililad
for years, T have come back and met them,and: the futuve ;
West Indies depends to a large degree on thém.: That these- two

The boy of twelve is in the house and lrs. Chahdleé and her .




'e 1s 2 strain’ of~
dted neonle.for
1ng*-v ‘with thon

_ ~v‘bling to]contribute to the West Indlan Society;; on Y,‘v Shey
?pid~oe03’e Wouid recognise thew for what they are, Hhiis: ’
5redo;ent of i1t. :as a natter of fact,to use plain languagm
stipks ofiit. |It is a hotrible book altogether. I will vead |
£ ’passage from it! to.show you what he thlnku of the ordinary peoplei
i of tho West I"zdieo.E : . '

. This is a wonun named Stalla und )
self in a situation where she is living with a man who had -
wore money tn“n ‘usual, 'Ié is very obqaotionable, but neverthe
it is a blttor medicine we Have to take.

0}

. Wio, r‘tella s11d,'"But;I gainnd sense, .;nd you. know Clemmie”
0 darling,vussy is a funny thing. It is the onliest weapon ‘8 woman
i have. Youigiveiyour man some when he want! some and bc-Chrisi 1t
f»turn his head rlgbt behind his back ", b

Y
directly soeak in thi».way. This cones frou Mr. Clarke'a own5
dn%ynmc. ! ; . ; ; . i

; :
. R
! Take Blscombo for example..

. He tel _;ng the: Marrish . and the pamish that i S nice that
. I syeet.,  gSurel T know . ta set’ his:plate, ﬁnd I know ‘how
he like! it. . But T using my . wWeapon You.don't see! my two
childrens going to High: School You don't see them sitting
down besides o! the mﬂnﬁger' children: and ‘Rev'runt McKinley'
children on. a mornings? How thé hell you think they get
there? By trotting up and down‘behlnc Rufus? N map who
can't even give me two shillingtto 1'\uy mensing ‘pads’: when
the wmonth. come!? No, childl . It.dis thisl Thist. This
--thing what Ged put wp ftwixt my ‘crutcht! And she. touched
the apex of her legs, and patted it until Clenentina could
hear her hands hitting against her skin.

Now thzt is a oiece of nastiness that ‘1s . pecﬂliarly Mr.

‘x,Clarke’s, and a certain type of theéw. ' I know them, _They are

“ . not all like these two, you Know .. when they are educated, es~
. peclally when they are educated abroad and’ they come back and
'do not find the reception that they think they ougbt to have
they are nastiy ‘as-ever. There 1s a cruel streak of barbarism i
running in . the educated West Indian which reaches a clear pitch
f;expression dn this book. Remember the name - THE SURVIVORS%
OF; ' THE CQOSSIUG-so when you go into the bookshops and sqe, this;
‘ *you will ¥now not to buy it.,
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maicani: {

tsldt, the Un 1 v
aid,i"Yes, have heard o

4t Others ald, ®T have’ trled to
ors can't f;nd his books. ThHat .is
versity. ; must say,lﬂGive it to Tr

1" British’Guiana was worse. They n'
did not Rnow but they did ot want to know.

I

=
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To Jepl;with ﬂilson Harrj we have to tackle 6!

:philosonhlbﬂl questions. ‘We have to tackle the work of‘Heidege‘;
" ger whose"Being and Timeﬂls of the sahme quality in ‘the 20thi’|.:
'vcentury as: Eege1’s "“hilosophy of Mind“ was in the 19th!and

the nCritigque . of Ture Reason'; by Kant was in the: 18th. Ghat
1sithe stamp of writing. If Heidegger has one rival At
Jaspers., Both of them are today about 80. They are stil i
and flourishing. They are twd of the greatest phllosophersfoi
this century. ~Now philosophy is & very difficult businesss’
.Strlctiy speaking nhilosophy is 'ag ‘technical as medicine or'
marine enginéering or electricity or sonething like that. It
ista dif?icult, teéhnical business that you have to spend a
lot of time ons But fortunately, ,hllosophers when they write
not only write: about nhilosophy but they write about the world

in which they are. I hdve .a great deal of interest and excite-

ment and’ often instructlon reading the 1hilosophers, although
I do . nqt% héve the technical capccity to understand them a2s a
student OtxphllOQOPhy would. ‘Now'I awm going to give you my
view of Heiﬂeg ér. B
5 + .
Heideéger says that the! life we live is the life lived
by the "they" by "they" he means all of .us, you and you and

PSRN |

the Dhllosopher himself. Ha says we live a life of every-~days.

We eat thei same food, we read ‘the same books, we read more or

less the same newspapers, | we have the same amusements; we: listen

to the samé politicians more or less. :That is the life of

every days; the average life. It can!t be helped. That is the

way we live and that is the way we have to live. Most people

live that way and that 1is an inauthentic existence. Our degisions

vdon't amcunt to individual decisions on anything; it is’ more
or 'less, that we strike an average -— neither too much of’ this

nor too much of that; and we get on as overybody else 1s getting
on, Then, there comes in the 1life of every person and. every,

. unit something that is called the " dasginV . “and ® dasein"

is a German word meaning "being there". At certain times in

our lives we are there, in the world as it is and Wwe face: theig'

reality of our existence,and life becones’ sonewhat different. B
We may slip back into the 1life of the they, we may never find




. 1g this! sociclogy?" He ' said that a’ lot of facts were:
lfwritten'"own in a book and some sort of ‘compendium of 1nforma—
tion was fbrred. {The economists have been doing that fon, yeare. i
“The econGuist’ quotes a lot 'of Facts:and he outs tables and {

'Smith WQ; not. XL am particularly hanny to see; Heidegger

" an Amerlc“n who does his wOrk are
@an is agmytH

: s i The dasein .means that you are 1,volved, and theftempor }
) allty and historicity are to be seen i

f.promise,mn egquipolse. between tho past 1nd the:. future that you
_expect. There is nothing. that is. hi*torically true, one has

: "-w'mi W : .
. COLLECT10NS OF i PR RN
{:HIVES OF.LABOR HISTOR |
AND URGAN AFFAIRS'; S

I Ora Lity
QJﬁorlc 215ty »I like: histou
5 inore imnceing An" sound.» 3
{iTidge and history. He days ithe.
that’you have.to bé awdre. of.ﬁ
.%orian” write, in’ the histony books and7 i
or | the sociologists the hiutoricnu, the econo i1
tlof them 1s almost equal to mine, and thats;' ]
ry great

charts;what 13 theore to that? At the ‘end of it nothing is.
known, ‘Rlcurdo.“;was not an'economist of that kind.! udam

slaughter Ernest. Gassirer s ‘Hé andnSuean.&. Langer,,x

: :making animal. C
finish and I iaddy "This;ls very fun ylt
with this klnd of doctrine,"  Mr. Heldegger iy

ne'short para~

graph of his book' dispoued ‘of Mr, Casuire';and Miss Susan Lwnger‘

and teris their work nonsense.,

I - a

“%his way.  An event can:
be: seen properly historically in regard %ol what 1s expected to |
hanpen andiin regard.to what has haopened i the past...iThere~-
fore the Dresent history of an: eventils. dlways a;sort of com-

outy

to take what has happened and whatjikfli&ely to hﬁpnen -before
the hlgtorlcai ovont can assume: any signiflcanco

Feidoggcr thinks the same of time. He says that time does
not gonsist of a series of minutes, but with: their significance

“before we: know what happened and .when. and what temporal con-

clusionb are to be drawn from an event.: Finally he thinks that

:tho end of all: hiatoricity and temporelity is the fact that we

willﬂdle. That becomes very lmportant;in our lives at certain

‘moments, | It is the one thing!:that nobody éan do for us.;:' We

paVe;to_dle for ourselves. ;The result is that when we become
concerned| sbout the dasein i and’ really feel ourselves’ a part
of the world every calculation of ours-is concerned with the
fact that,we are going to be:dead, that we have lived a certain
life and that we have at last ventured and made an authentic

contact with the ,world as it is. Heidegger's book was written
An 1926. . The title ‘is BEING AND TIMD,and Japsers'! work began

to be publi@bed in 1931, Jaspers.is the man of the extreme
situation. Bofore Hitler came 'into.power, before the war, !
before tho Cestapo began to make. life impossible for everybody,
Jaspers said that we only began to know what 1ife was 1tke i

when we were in extreme situations.' We lived according to :
.., people around us ~—.what Heidegger called the inauthentic & i
‘tence of the they; but it was._ in extreme situations hat we: founv
out what were tho realities of life and of our characters and




‘E book after book Harris does that. That is the contrast whic

2 ' many y4urs &
e extreu siuu“tﬂon. Jean-rhul | Sh
‘stilosophy @nd work is tae nu17080phf%"“
aus? it was onLy when i werel
ituption, (like the. Geatb: hat. the.
10 $fancc were understood. | There the Gesta}
into a cellar, cross-exanined and tortured t
I ictims decide whether they would ’
;hb]ohe;-as'ever going to know. You had then to decide o &

realities of the situatlop knowing ithat each victim was his only
Jud; arid the only witness. Then Sartre said, "We were never :
LY as under the German occupation® because then we knew

Iwhati was right and what was -vrong.". BEach person knew What he
had or*}ad nat to do. There was no problem then. Tt Was after
"the wart, andfafter the Germdns had left that France was in |

troublé fand io still in trouble up to today. So that is Héi—

degger! and tbat is Jasvers. Now. where does Wilson: Harrisicomo
in? i .

l
I{recowmend to you His first book ~="The Palace of the i
In"The Palace of - the Peacock" Harris is an extremelj
MThe Palaceaof the Peacoek" is the story of some‘
re making a’ Journey along one of the rivers, with the
raplds_a%d wHirlpools etc,iin Britlsh Guiana, Before many para-
graphs ithe readef finds!out that the people who are taking parf
in this are dead. Harrls ‘describes about eight or ten people |
and they%ore dead ‘people.  They are not: only dead, but'he des—
cribes the moment of death that strikes! them as they were making|
this journey down. This one was Stabbed, this one slipped over
1nto the whirlpool, this one quarrelled with another etc. etc.
But at the same time what Harris does is to tell you what aro
the lives that are lived by these peonle —~ their family lives
before they came to take this terrific journey in the interior
of British Guiana. If you bear this in. wmind you will ‘see that
Harrit is very much aware of what Heidegger is aware of and wha! L
Jaspetrs is aware of., There 1s.the normal everyday life ~~ the ! i
inauthentic life of the they that they live in Georgetown and . !
the other settled areas of British Guiana., - That 1s the contrast
in his: book all the time. : But then they go iInto the interior
where they are dealing with forests, wild animals, hunger, :
people who shoot and all sorts of primitive a2uthentic experiences.:
Harris! books are concerned with peonrle who are in the extreme
situation and who find the: dosein in those situations. That!
is the meaning of! these|six or elght peoplo who take the journcy
They are! seeking the Palace. of the Peacock, which is the world
of the future. All of them are seeking it,and it 1s in the (o
moment of death that you find out what they stand for,’ and: what
they really think, and there is a sketch of their lives,. the: .|
lives of!the everyday -=+ 1nauthentic -~ and in this tremendous
Journey,in this peculiar part of the world with all .these .dan
gers., and! troubles (hunger, starvation, poisoning, fighting"it
one another, -- 2ll extreme situations) therc they live:an:auth
‘tic existence,and. find out wnat the reality of life'is,

'must be borne’ in mind, and nutives of the West Indie

where.

There is another thing I would like toisa
work, Jeun—vaul Sartre is ope - of the most rem
Europe has: ever 'known.. He 15 the most diutlngu
the 20th century -- the post-war 20th century

imagine that




f, - EMNEBYORE mm- !h ‘
2 COLLECTIONS OP

e o |

THE

S

&k

TS
C.

phi-
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: landl.
nisodes jall in one boou.( gos . pages |frop
written as if ‘they come’ straight. from‘ﬁeid”’ ”\rbh
Teior any .of ‘these other 3nilosoohers,an'q € ;jg
4 t:?ivht into the descriptidn of the’ 1nduth”ntic stehte !
in Georgetown, or he puts: someone in an extreme $ n

the forest land amidst the whirlnool" and that begihs S ¢ :
“bim think of thé life he' is living in the life; o ,"hegﬁhefﬁin'% L
’Georgetowu while he is in that extreme situation,n d thefcpﬁtrasﬁ
{between what life wasiin that inautheintic environment! andfwhati :
[1t is.in that extremefsituatlon is wmarked, These; Dhiloséphers
have"notbinb on Herrls", absolutely nothing. There is no;phi~;
Yosophiocal point that he.does not take,and'Wilson Harris dn-
troducés doctrines which thoey have not 1ntroduced. The fact
that he is ﬂoing this;is strange... He was not educated abroad.
" He did¢ not study this, nhilosonhy. He havnpened to live in .
part/ pecu-lcr/of the world._ He happened to be a natural writer andl: | .
1T a man gerious about writing, and was for 15 years a. land sur-— |
. : veéyor in the ihterigr of: British Guiana. . He had these: experi-
doa ; ‘ences. ! He 'would 80 to Georgetown which T suppose ‘is Just like *
i g Dort—of—oaain, the inauthentic 1life,. the. Tife of the thezE and: (
then he would go intoq. the 1nteriﬂr,und the contrast.between the
two wa/u 'of 1life must have had a tremendous impact on: him. ”h
five books he. has written up to now deal with the same- theme.! |
If one is familiar with the works of heidegger and. - Jasperu then
one will vnderstand %ilgon Harris: much better.

ke
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: The next writer I shall deul with. 1s Mr. George Lamming who
‘is of & different type from Hdrris, and the man who reminds me
of Lumniﬂg is Jean-Faul Sartre.. This is one of Sartre's bookg,

. BEING /1D NOWTDKHESS, a neavy nhllpsophical work. . I.dontt @ !
mean it is boring, but it is packed close, page after page. It
is astonishing to know that this wan 1s one of the cleverest
and funniest dramatists that you cen find. I am going to read
a passage from BEING AND NOTHINGNESS -- Fage 421.

He says the master, the feudal lord, the bourgeois, -
the.capitalist all appear not only as powerful people
who command, but in additlion, and above all as"thirds"
(Thet is a rhilosophical expression that he has) that ‘
. + 1s as those who are outside the oppressed community
and for whom this: community exists., ,;
You. see be is very much concexrned philououhically with the
relatlon botweer the person and the other. He says{'

....but in every community there is the relﬁtion between
vou and the other and  there is the’ thir" i~ those for
whose benefit the soclety exists. ' _refore for !
thew ‘and in thelr freedom thﬁt ﬂh 2 of the coﬂpressed
:class 1s going to eyist.: : S

|
B
S It is in: the, rcdlityvdﬂxthe third Joction fo} ociéty ‘and theirl

:. conception: of spclety thot Hlie oppressed classes find out ! whatl
they are. S :
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eﬂ and througb them tha't there is

nIt is t \ :
tity o‘ qondition. It is for them that I
‘orgqn’m 3 tir others.i This weans; that I discov ol

: ; “which X Lhueérdtedcmd the class Odtolde in:
a o ¥egell 46 slso very strong on thisian
Treférri ;.,0 Hegol's concentlon in 1bo fauous
ipsycholio of the Mestsr and the Slawve, vhere H
i1t is the fEct of the Master and his ma,tershlp
‘ityiover the stadve.  KHe said that this in tury |
{conscio_zs:;o; wvhat his amaster *"E‘ouwhu of Wim und
. thipnk epout| himself, This is a very famous conndriso

‘refers to ip ofteﬁ,land he is touching on it there

th
@

And 'now: Mr. George Lamming. I have chosen’ OF_\GE
CENCE, and if I had to:decide on the finest novel]sinc
that would nbt be far down  in my list. I would like v
‘an episbde there with you whlch shovis how closely. rela

“idls to Sartre. I know he reads a lot of Sartre. In_OF AGE
INNOCENCE ‘thore is a girl called Tenelope who is marr%h
Englishuan rand they both go out to a West Indian i'slan

i ; San CrleObml, an island discovered by George Lammlng.

g g a friend called Marcia iwho is mdrried to & West Indian

: West Indian | boy behaves very badly towards Marcia. i

to Penelope and she tel‘s “enelope all that this boy has ‘o 3

her to suffcr, the humiliations, the lack of communication '
he is gullty of in regard tc her, and “enelone quiets Marcia

s . ds kind'ito heér and Marcis drops Off,und enelope suddenly d“:
(I IR covers that she has homosexual feelings ih regard to Marecia
o ;v . When shé undérstands that!the girl is horvified. She says i
: L . . "Good heavens, what has happened to me?" Marcia does not khow;

I ;and Lamming swends two ‘or three pages showing how this! ‘thing h

happened to “enelope almost unknown to herself, and she would;’
Nike to0 taik to her husband about it 2nd tell him,! but;she sayé
%he cantt do it. She says she can't do 1t because once.she! dpgs
then she will never be the same to him or to anybody else Hom| |

: she speaks to, because she will be enelooe, the same girlylbuti
’ K in spite of this unfortunate habit of hers. She says: she would’

7; : be renelone inspite of, she would not be the old nenelope, and
: she goes around for some days deeply disturbed by this' that jot

happened to her and the recognition of the fact that her chara

‘her outiook on life is shmned compietely by the persons wh

around her.

?‘f ;

somebody%fro
her life} :
so:. crazi] y on*board therlane. Shenhard 1s
in: the. river &2nd he is reading, 'so hes g
up. of the shore und sits down ?nd the'

Ohenhurd then becomes very ‘Gom
ne Joehaved. very badly to her onithe
explain why. ~ She 18- “very sSympathebie
saved her 1i;e, und ‘he bugins

T knew woman in: zpnglaml,. she via
Looked 'oxactly like  you, . And she: : 1 :
I saw you, everything that I had experienced with her came L
acic to me. e
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Ifo then tel

. i 5 her why ‘he 19 thero leading the Nﬁt:onalist 1 woi
. ment.  Hels
1

id that he had no personalit/ of his ‘owny Milliors Codld
i -of weonle ._kag“*nelowe zeg“rded himios a’ certailn type of - i ;g
person. | A b‘ack dan wasla %ervain type qf person and he: hdd ; :
to live = iing [to ﬁho<o ;tandards that had been set for |
e! thaﬁ,a ¢hair wa's sometqing ithat lived the life| | i
edius e ‘the Deonle who had made %t and put 1t, there s
'thit ghat wasg the way a chair should be.| That i !
tuuplonlin which he. found himself, He ‘1ived accordiné
nderds and out ook of people who set standards‘cnd i
' for him which heé.had nothing to do with. Now he had |
: thosé standards; but when he chose to break! away;frcmg
souldldo what . the chair could not do. He would break i
théw ‘and go back and fight them ond get rid of then ‘that
. Then 'in|the midst of 1t he used a phrase that struck p.s
5'“eneloce and sent the teqrs rolling down her cheeksx He said-i

a o : S I am|going to be a person in gpite of what they 3
g door tnln& about me. | ¥ gf RN ST

i i

i

fAnd that was “enelone's problem. She felt’ that although that ;
had haboened to her she was.still Penelope, but if she had toldl
vebple she would only have been Tenelope in splte of: ‘that i and
here. some dcys afterwards Shephard is telling her that his.j i
problemn oS ablack man suffering from the oppression: and‘ '
humiliations that white people imposed on him. 1s that he:
to be Shexhrrd in spite of ‘the . indignities. they hed 1mpoi.
him, The!twd things were tied together and Lamiing herei

'imany'other oarts of his Writing, was;caylng that-such and | !
a person was a nollticalgnerson, thls man~was a social p»t jv *

i Sartre says tha :
calls bad faitn, and‘

& U Well the young
nsays ‘she kaows’ what
. im is Bt she has to prete)d that it is.not that, but if
.she! thaught hé had no such .aim she would not like the party so
‘much s - But to'know  that he is thinking that way and she has to
“deal with 'it, and his asking when he may begin the first .anproaches
e e see- That 1s all in Jean. Paul Sartre's book BEING AND NOTHING
" 'NESS» I‘ouopose that is: beins.

. Thén the young mean will tell the young lady how attractive
4 she 18 looklng that evening. the acknowledges the compliment

+ sand the fellow thinks heimady gc a little further. He then puts
" hié hand-: on hers and she |begins to talk obout abstract, in-
:ftellectual artistic watters and pretends that he has not’ put

i His ‘hand bn hers. Sartré cdalls that 1iving in bad faith. He
feels ithat the large majority of people 1live like that, and he
intorvreat debail to show it.

hc hﬂrd is & great revolutionary leader._ ‘He 1s a flne man,
lul ‘féllowy: but under bthese extraordlndry circumstances
~’d ghows: what was the motove that sent him:in this direction.
'g is constantly drawing conclusionsand’ making " ana]yses.
fino they aro._ He‘ls‘no superficla psychoanﬁlyst.; .
h % : 'but he wants tg ‘
‘1eads them 1n L _
e strange feel-}
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wwwwmeoﬁ a little bit and discuss mosm

AR {¥novw the complaint that Hm.bcﬂu about bmaaysw
one .of his bboks; he t0 respcct only the mas
\Hmwwo:. He seems to think tha mhwwaeh<mwwos for the W
r. for ony country lies in their. That dritlcism is . made
cause; g1 45Hoﬁﬁv his writing 1t Is very clear that th
b inks, I would like to draw sowuething quite sha
SGMozw the way Jean-Te rul Bartre thinks., He has
tarp .s“mﬁao€MOQHmUU% called WORDS, and these are the :
pagesl, | | A ,
S L :

R H i

I wmo:OHuwHH%. T am free from illusions. T know my re:
tasks, &nd T rast mﬁHmu% deserve & civic prize. Wo& ab
ten %om%m T have U@Ws a map who is waking up, oﬂwma ow
Long dwdﬁmﬂlazmmﬁ Smozomc. who capnot get away from it
L swouomsdo& recall hisiown ways without H0¢®UH5® and z:n
a so Hoz®®ﬂ ‘has any Haaa what to do with his HH%@.

m€~ w%&mﬁ uUmmWst to wmomwm ‘about communism and &sm :mommmwd<
w soHWN:@ %oﬂ ddm 1H0Ho&mﬁum& he adwits &Wm& for te , Eg
i h
a Gomz QOqu without Hmsmswsm and sosamﬁwzm vhathe WXEHQ do
.H ) : .—QHQ

thi the: ?mtﬂ .ofhis life. Sartre is the ablest wr:
,:mdmdmoa cLa now he doHHm us in mer &Sm& for the Hmmd tenl

ormﬁ o% his life sudsoﬁa Hmcmwpsm. swm& he Umm dwm: aom W
: mﬂ%ﬁ. o . . :

et B 6 2

SQ cani

ocmﬁw< ‘because he is Qopr. L am going ‘to %oma dzow_
sfron his) voms. FOUR" QUARTEZTG .  There is not tHe' fainte
cein-Wilson’ mmﬂﬂnm Lot ws duality possessed in all. ‘“the o
&on whro H@wbww Emawoﬁ. "These aocows\sﬁwﬁeﬁm are mHoW to!
; \m@ﬁk.r Eos cmH&Ha could have the newveé after all he has ibeén i«
w1 3 : swusto and the sﬁEUmH of people who have goné to gaol.for: UFJ,
D and. whor; he has led in demonstrations @hd whoém he has encouraged:
) deHo<m in this to sa2y th&t hHe is now a man who for tha dast’
. ten years; can: osH< look back 2t the past and wonder . ati'ths . non~
i ; . sense he Jqu been guilty. of...it least he msoﬁpa wm<m vad UHL
. i mouth shut.. He should have said nothing. Here is' T% 'S4 Bl1otd

F C S R
not the only one. There is Mr. T.S. Eliot.

H 3

I said to wmy soul, wm,mdwww and weit without 303®
For hope would he hope for &:m wrong dspsw. smH wi
- : L . love
, éod Ho<® would be Ho<® cf the wrong dUH5®_ ﬁsm
. faith
. mzﬁ ﬁmm faith and the love and the sovm ayp
- : SJHstW.
) &mu& zHésoﬁw thought, for you are rot;réady

So dse Lfﬁwsom@ shall be the HH@U&
._Qmscwsw.

stmﬁoH o% Hﬁs:u:wﬁmwﬂomSm and.

The wild thywme uriseen and-: wvmgaH

The Hfﬁmséeﬂ #pd  the mmwaos.,oowcm

Zow lost,but Hmmcwﬂwsm. pointi

aamﬁu muQ,GHH¢3.4




1s a poet I always read. First of mll he is a fine p
‘secondly he istates most clearly and oxactly whatever I do net

‘We have not yet reached;the stage where we are sick of existence
and douttful~of the future. There s a feeling that there lis :
. soifie’ perspective. We have.not suffered enough. We: have nat |

T 'Twenty years largely wasted, the years of l'entre deux

::'L”: Is ‘a wholly new start, and a different kind “of failure»;
Cope !

’generation'of We'st Indian. writ rs )

xma mcmv&zs ’

: UNNERm
WAYNE STAfE’L;
T nnt dun ;
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S A : |You say I am repeating

... Sogetbing I have. said bofore. . 'I shall say. itl
' Shall Tisay it again? In order to arrivé there . |

e whore you are, to get from where you aré no

gal

[ TO aryi
(i Youmust go by a way wherein there; 1s no ecstasy.;

;In‘praer to] arrive, at what you do not know ii ;
- You st "o’by a way which is the way of ignorancc
In jorder to possess what you do not possess 1 {

| You riust go by the way of dispossession, | [ 3
In jorder to arrive at what you are not RN 4 i
You musﬁ“go through the way 1n which you are not.: . ;
and Whnf you do not know is ‘the only ‘thing: you know, |
and what you own is what you do not own - .| R
-And where you are 1s where you are not,

'I'Have jalready stated in BEYOND 4 BOUNDARY‘thr 1iob

believe, I cﬁn find it there.

els that way. Undoubtedly many Fedple‘

| Now undOubtedly hes'
‘4 find, that in thd West Indian writéen,

feel thdtlwoy, ‘but you d_

been: in iit. ldng enough to-/have the. isickness of the soul which
50 many jof" these European intellectuals have. : ! !

i AvJea'—Paul Sartre said ‘that for the” past Years. he did Hot
know4what he was doing. Here is another poem:

So here am T,in the middlo WAY , hav1ng had twenty years -

.guerres = .

lTrying to learn to use words , and every attenpt |

Because one has only learnt to get the better of words
For the thing one no longer has to say, or the way in
P which i ‘
%}, One 1s no longer. disposed to say 1it. And so each venture
Is a new beginning, a raid on the inarticulate
With shabby equipment always deteriorating =~ ' .
In the general mess of imprecision of feeling,
Uhdlsciplined squads of emotion. find what there is to
¥ conquer ’
;By;strenrth and submission, has already been dlscovered
Once or twice, or several times” by wmen whowm one ' ‘cannot
: hope 5 S
To emulﬂte ~~ but there is no competition ~- | | i
.:There is only the fight to recover what has been '
4nd found and lost again and again: biels
!That seem unpropitious. But perhaps neitherJgain
For us, there is only the trying. The rest 1 :
_ business. ;. o

This”is:one of his finest poeuis.,
aften just to know how I do not . thikk
of them; Jean—»aul Sﬁrtre, T.g. Eliot

in:particular is an astonishing per;
and absolute capacity. I vwant  to cake

i,

They write differently. : <;,
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WAYNE SFATELHHVERmTﬁ? : ]
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“atterson in;hiQ book M"The. Childreﬁibﬁ
oeglnnlnb al quotatlon fror Camus: . ;

?,tﬁut the world wis absurd but I was tool

5 +1d in itself is not reagonable, that ig; alli
t cap belsaid..... ; 0 ;

Albért?Camus;

‘The characters, however, in that book are nasty, . me
filthy and.al¥ sorts of things, but they are not. 'al
When a prostitute says that she will doiall she cani
-daugtiteri an pducation, that 1s ndt an absurdity. ‘
the belief of this 24 yéar old writer that life is
Patterson cannot'help making. these people on the low
of existence! show: the essential human virtues, the
make man;humah and remote him from the state of the
: He describes| people whose lives are on lower leével
S e animals?!y “but| these profoundly human instincts are’
don't know if|He put them there purpesely, I would
prised it thev were there instlnctively, but he ha
Camus' nhilOgarhy. : : :

P

_ Thdt is one of the fTirst things ‘we.. mugt get ol
these xriteru. They are not :like T¢S« E*lot or:Jea
who. think tnat iife 1is a miserable bu31nes°, ‘ahd’ th
point 1nait ’ ‘Sartre says that there iS'no ooint in
and Eliot aaye that the‘only ipoint in i is throug‘
and to kuow that in atruggle'
rest we know nothing about.

'lsyit me!; and I don't think it

3 and when he was i9 he went to France.
éd the Communist Party and he was' taken by a friend
¢ation -in southern Euorpeé, souie part of Yugoslavia.
ther he wrote” thp poem "Cahier <!t Retour au pays Natal":

vof a Returh vo tne Country ‘where I was Born." It

esvmén"ive been writino about Africﬁ.' There he: ma Ke's. ‘the
éatement about"Negritudé' It is a most drastic denun—f
df Wéstern civilization. He says hurrah for those who




:
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léék at the Afriban « Te never discovered a

¢

§
)

. thoe Jh;tos bombing one anotber and uending

i

: He says the African lives ‘close to‘n"ture and he is part off i
nature which | these meoplé and theixr western civilizatibn havei
lost alt9bethcr. I believe and T Have stated that this| is ndﬁ
'something whlch could have been written by ‘any African at ally
It is partlculgrly a Wes Indian problcm. Cesalre wa

ifor:: somethlng to believe in and he could find nothing ést indianﬁr'

;so He. turned|to Africa.! He reminds me of Marcus Garvey, w
_ magnificently about nfrica but he had never been thereﬁ
! know anyiAfrican language.. Cesaire writes this splendid poem

-a tremendous rejection of Western éivilization. o

i
i

Now S lBliot regects 1t also in a Deculiar way. Jeah-%
Paul Sartre regects it completely and finally rejects himself‘

‘but’ Cesaire thinks" there is something.in the world that: Africa;

'has got,and| that we West .Indians have it because We came fron
!Africa. Listen to this!part of hisi i poem.,

: 2 i
- H ! i
! i i

. Fori it ils not true thatithe work of man 1¥ finished I

£

: : ‘in: the world

That a‘l wa' now need is to keep in step with the world.

But the: work of @an 1s only: just’ ‘beginning !
And it remalna to man to conquer all the-violence entrenched
B ' inthe récésses of his passion. | 1

And no rgce nosuesses the™ nonopoly of beauty, of intelligence,i

‘of force. : _
place for all at the rendezvous of Victory.g ‘f

o about &fr10“=but he had inever been there at any. time. His: negri-
: tude was:in pralse of the native civilization of ufrica. It wasll

‘That man has nothing moro to'do in the world but be a parasite'

T have translated that and I beg Mr, Cesaire's pardon.
‘cén't translate poetry from one language into ! anothe
have 'to bé masters of both and you have to ‘be - a

both longuages. That is very hard.

prose which I think is yespectable"

Cesaire 5 poém” By neglecting it

and did nd

4
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has soug
iymbf
cnd ho v
meunlng'

letter 1

{EST

{of b

'”thenwtbat he hobes they would not 'do any such thing

:four yearg wou;d never allow slavery to come back again.

joy much: as their certainty of the projects which the pro~:4
’ans obould not have any effect in the eyes
‘Jb the uttempts,3

v”‘know that they seeki'to 1ﬁoose some ‘of them on ‘you by
e ious nromisea in:oider to 'see-renewed .in this: colony

o not’ undi :‘s_hé

%II:DI;J\,{.“ . ‘1 6

‘There are certain fundamen
sti1ll has which thegwost has
That‘is

g to contribute.
uvrien: 1ife whigh he
brlng it to the rendezvous ‘of victory.d
evrftudo
inv‘to leav
gnt up in Guadoloupv

Hin

il

ve out, for the tine being, the Frenc an
and I am going tb reud‘yougam

ﬁ,ono dest Iadian writer, a wan whon we‘arc inot abbus
dk of as beling @ West Indian writer. CAafter, thiis), |
twild always think of him in that way.' you wi{l;

of him as othe rwise. : o
'11%6 to read you & letter written by Tousseint
It-is 2 letter that he wrote six years after he h‘c
« He had become Oonsul of Haitil, of San Domingo ang

ful whether, the people who were ruling! France

‘slavery under the influence of the Fren'ch slavei

He writes this letter to

olibt
ore
agaih in political power.

1le oﬂ San Domingo after they had been free for thre
T;l'-\ej
He! says:

S a grcat nﬁsterplece and very West Indian.-

1ﬂnoiltic and incendiary discourse of Voblas
o wasl a slave owner) has not affetted theé Blacks: nearly

Insidious declaraq
ofvwise} |
who have decreed liberty for the ‘nation. v
on liberty. which the. colonies proposse
ll thé- more to be feared: becaiise. it is with the ﬁvei
oatrlotism tHa b they cover “their detestable‘ plans.

etors of" San Domingo =re planning.

l%} ‘bor.;

1

Lo hay
Lope

2t

my :duty not to leave you ignorant » =
‘which ‘they meditate or-the yoke that we renew 'to bury i our=:

se
ra

Nobody i
It

It
~fo
II‘
to

. prc
in.

succeed.

Nobody ca

, ourn
+ 111

oﬂrietorszofVSQn Dowmingo. w\

Bnglish banher.

a§10rner iscenes of ‘horror. flready perfidilous! emissani
ve stepped. in among us to ferment the discreptlve level:
enared by the hands of liberticides; but they will not

‘swear it by all that liberty holds most sacred thﬂt my :
tachment to France, my knowledge of the Blacks make 1t ip
either of the crimes ;

lves under the ruins of a country revived by liberty,-
ther thﬁn suffer the return of slavery.
n the West Indies today writes that way.

: » Nobody idoes.
n, I will tell you why afterwards. U e

i1s for you Oitizens, Directors, to turn from 0ver:;
heads the storin which the eternal eneoinies of our%f
erty are prenaring in the shades of silence.'
ils for you to enlighten the Logislature. Tt is |
r you:to prevent the enemies of the’ aresent system
gm spreading themselves on our. unfortunate shor

ully it with new crimes.

Do}not allow our b“other

r ‘the -ruins of the" human sneoiés.
wili enable ‘you- to avoid

the Uhitéd Stﬂteo and: those wi «
You" will_see there a.
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unequiv@cal and. carefully constructod for, the: restorat
‘of lslaverys  You-will see there’ that the detnrnination
‘to pucceed has led) thew. to erveloo;thense1ves,in the; ||
manitie lof liberty in ‘order to strike it wore deadly;bl)wsu
: , You willll see that ‘they are counting heavily: on my(cém— b
jt Si=lvvi 0 inleldency int lending ayself to their nerfidious views!
S | my fear| for my children. It ik not astonishing that:
TS I S . ithese men who sacriflce their country to their int e
20 A Lo faro‘unuble to conceive how meny satrifices'a true
¢ i ’ ‘coun try n-quprort in 2 better father than they,s_
unhﬁgitatingly base the happilness of my children ‘aing
of wy country which they and they alone wish‘to c’
I shall never hesitate between: the safety of San Dc
-anufﬂy personal hapriness. BPut T have nothinp to
It is tio the solicitude of the French’ Government-(
have conflded my children, I would trewble with:
if it was into the:hands” of the colonists: that T
them s‘hostages. {But even i1f it were so,( di% )
- that in punishing them for the fidelity of: their’ fathe'
T they would only &dd one.degree more to thelr barba‘ '
N without any hopei of ever waking me fail in-my t

T say you could not find, auch writing anywhereiih‘f
i Indies today. Toussaint had been a slave up to 179
o sweitdng this in 1797. mow did that navpen? :

"slavery, bub today wh nithey
. & thousand ‘lives'they would salcr 1 g1l . rather
PRI - than. be forced into slmvery agall
S »-hands which ‘have: broken our. chwinsv i i ot enslave us
: anew. - France will not revoke her- princivles She will
not withdraw from usithe greatest of:h 3 She
- su . will protect us against.all our ‘enemies. : She will not
i permlt us 7  blindi morality.to Dbe perverted thosp prin-~
ciples which.do her most honour to be destroyed,. her
mogt beautiful achievement to be degraded: and her decree
“;toibe reveked. But if to,.re-establish slavery in San
Dowmingo this . was done, then I declare to you it would be
to iattempt the impossible.. We have _known .how to brave
-dangers to. obtain our liberty.. We shall know how to
brave -death to maintain ‘it. i

That “is .the kind of letter they should receive from.a colonial
leader. That 1s the one that Toussailnt wroté. And then he
goes on. You know France had sent him.a. sword and various
presents because he was now head of §yate and so-forth.

isnd he finished up with two.paragraﬂhs, which. are two . of the
~finest. ﬂarabra.hs I know. -1 o o
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5they

dingn —~—- these, are the nr1n01;les that
by nuwme.

in| you | know, ;
ath tnut I have made to ceasc to live before

Ny hecrt, before I cease to be fuithful 0.
my duty, before the god of” Liberty is| profaned
sl d by the liberticildus, uefore they can! sndtch f:
,;'my*hanjs that sword, thoge 2ras waich Frédnce| confided}
. el for] thei;de ence of its rights apd those of hunanit)

the triurnh of liberty and equalility. . o 1 a;

?}I g6 on! to say that the Blacks were taking their part in tieldes—z
?truction of| Eurovpean feudalism and Liberty and Equality; the
‘.slogans! of the revolution, meant far wmore to them than: to any
in—;
1de"r ¢

-:Frenchman, | That was why in the hour of danger Toussaint,
structed as he was, could find the language and acdent. of b
Rosseau and Mizabeau, ! Robesnierre and Danton % .. el
;and 1n one respect he. excelled them all, For even’ hése ma
.of the Sﬂolen and written uord, owing to the clas

vation,hno thls gave to his Declarctlon ‘a strength 3

'wmindedncso frarc in: the great documents of. the time.'

bourgeoao could not understand it.; Rivers of bIood were to-

‘before they,understood that elevated &$ was his tcn Toussh

l:had wrlttenxnelthcr bombast nor rhetoric. but the 1 ' ah@

truth. B hat. was. what]| that magnificent letter ‘wa
e bnd sooer truth. : : .

ey read the, decunents of Rosseau,
( 1 .the French' kﬁombly. "That WuS a
o when they started to write they wrote in the:

itiﬁens5 Dirgctors is the HOPule of tha people of |

omplicgtlon
’to quallf

LT was

-nd’in the! same style, . All over. the place they | wrote 111
I_will inpoue on you another. letter. This one is not v

ster

flcw

int:

éotf
the:

Robc
11

samef
ce

ry

; Sonc Ppeople in French 'San Domingo where they have declared
for :freedom have been invited by some Negroes.in Spanish

San Doningo to come over and fight for the Spanish kip

So theSa gentlemen had;ne schools. Even secondary -education WuS
-not frep.. They had been slaves. But this is the leitter that

‘these ycungmen wrote tb the men from ,panlsh San Domingo.

. Some republicans have offered to surrender,if there wers
- among us men low enough to~ resume thelr chains we! abandon

tolyou with a good heart,

Theydid not 1earn that in San Domingo, they had read'this‘inf

.. Tt ‘can Jonl: by king . whose .very cPre 't 19 tio
vile and; low who dares ' to arroga s righ uding A

slavery men made like themselves::

5
3
:

g

berause Negroes believe in kingship and not in the: republic.”

sem

i

: The 1iberty that the- Republicans offer “us you say 1s falce.
: We are: Renublicans and in’ consequence free by natural right.f
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i . ) _ S ’ S
dig th learn ;thg They had been reading Rousséau, |

R ) A b

Where Y T ;
Voltairejand|the 'othérsjand that st a’l they knew. : So, when ||
they : oetuled“iown'tofwrit ithey wrote in the same tone %oland
it was very real to them. Liberty, equality and frdternity [to
:a man: who hg;;been a glave was a "ery 14ve¢y concen% Lk So uhis
élettcr b)ntinuesa.... I
: ; T%e kin;iof,Spain hﬁs furniohed you abundantlygwith arims '
i :=: ,anu ammunitlon — uoe them to tighten your chains ~s}fdr
; [usiwe-have no need ! for more than otones and sﬁicks o make
! : iyoujddnee.: [You have received commissions andiyou havenguu~
"il pantees) =— guard your liveries i and! {your parchment5ui ‘Ore day
tthey will
ari;tocrats served : them.

: ‘hisimiséry from court to court |has need of sl:ves ( assist
£ ‘himiin his magnificence, let hin go seek (it among other kings
who; count as many slaves as they haveé. circuitdi ;
“You conclude, vilei slaves as you 'arey by offering us the prio-
: ‘téction| bf the king, your master. Learn and say to that
; ‘Spanish Marquis that Republicans canhiot ‘treat with a king.
i ILet,hiﬁ come, and you with him, we :are ready to receive you

as Pewubllcan" should.

i
i

Now, three vears before'they were slavés. They could not read.j
i few of, theuw had learnt.é I have seen, many a time, where this
lieutenant or captain dictates his repoxrt, and there you see! the
pencil . nary where his secretary sighs his name and he: then traces
over the! pencil in ink in order to sign his name. He could not
write. | But some of those :letters would astonish you and: they
used ; naturallx and with!very great sincerity, the language of the
people .they were reading, Rousseau; Voltaire, Robespierre,:Danton.»
That is what I mean when I say that. TouSsaint was a.West Indian.:
A1l these: West Indlans used the languidge and they accumulated :
‘wisdom of"the Burcpean peoples and particularlyiof.two. master3|c
ﬁhe western language —-- Britain and the:TUnited States.§ So .when

hey ‘begin to write they have an immense atcutmulation &‘materia]5
atvtheir disposal the language and all sorta -of techniques.

i

£

: Ard

bfought you over
foreign country
1g- be 1n ~your head

ot hink of freedomn
of hings. “Abd: after
~ing,but this sla-
;Onceiiyou had .

ng - stuck him here

the bacivof
be to gat ou
WeSt India

eaven and hﬁppiness would
: as-other people were. ill
+his qualiby.in comion, however educated
et itheé: ‘back of. ‘their minds: the experience
of freedom. THe cohception driving them
on, every gingle one, 1s the concepﬁion‘ofvfreedom, and any his-
torian who is writing the ‘history of. thé West Indies and does
not know “that,and is not aware of that,is certain to write bad
history. ; ; : : :

_writcfs have
or unedu ted they arc,y
of .centuries 'is the idea

C.L.R., Jomos,

Arts Lecture Room IIT,
U.W.I., ona,

3.6.65.




