l;nopa&a of 8 pm;w tld

.. P.

'I%u‘;l Mm, a.ﬂ uy nu;m,, m ons of the most
'cm-wdtur;r ldp yr m_ mma untaxv
He 1 to-dq @mmﬁuh !.u three semtinents, if
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vm m ‘had -m a mmbh gmat ot world politics
(1&.'“195 mu,dlc for tﬁl mnt. mlr ¢ffeot en literature),
Pa{mﬂi u one of that line of Yeat !uﬂiun politiocal commentg-
..toro amx muﬂnu on hpa 13.1'- in the world at large whioh
bilt]w um Slmu, munn“ with Marous Garvaey, and romches
1“ wm {80 ‘far) virh rrmu Fanon. ¥or the purposes of
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One, the elewentary facts of his life, Born in Trinidad,

British West Indies, in 1902, he went %o the United Btates of
Amsrica in 1924, attended Negro universities and finally be-
came agtive in the Communist Party, In 1929 he went to Europe
and began & eareer as a fumotionary of the Comintern. He was
nade r_npem_ibll far the spread of Uomxunism among Africans and
people of African descent all over the world., He had permanent
heedguarteres in the Kreslin and 1t 1s doubtful if up to that
time any Negre had ever held a situation of such power and
authority in the Western world,

In 1934 Moscow began to distinguish between ths "demccoratio
imperialists® e.g. Britain, France and the United Btates, and
the *fascilst? m Italy, OGermany and Japan, Padsore
protested that his department could not follow the new line
because the main *faseist® imperialists had no colonies in
Afrioa, Tated with submission, Padmore uncompromisingly and |
publiely severed all sonneotions wxXx with Mosocovw.

He came to England and with a year had organised the Inter-
national African Servioe Bureau, DBetween the wars it was the
only organisation, either in Kurope or in Afrioa, which ooneis~
tantly advoocated and organised for the independence of the
African people and equality for people of African dsacent.
Padmore won and kept the support, cooperation and confidence
of valuable collaborators, among them Jomo Kenystta and Kvwame
Nkrumah, With Nicrumah he developed the concept of Pan-Afriocanisa
and was Nkrumah's closest adviser and international representa-
tive from his re-sntry into the 30ld Ooast in 1097 until the
e e e o



achievemsnt of independence in 1957, He then becams a Beo-
retary for Afyisan Affairs in the Nkrumah goverrment but dled
suddenly in 1958, Ne i» mmgu regarded as the Father

of African mﬂam _
% mtlh ”uiul m vhich have been referred %o in
in a recent w 2 4 eannot alter the fast that Padmore and
I, and our families, m mxy assooisted in the West Indies
during ocur firss lnlit ﬁu, and that I was his olese ocol-
laborator aml ingimets M friend during the importantg
years of his ’.I.i_'lm--llh'. Qur ocenversalions on the theory
of Afl'hﬁ M were unseasing, I therefore an likely
to viev his d9welspmeat m his work more broadly and, at the
same time, um ‘Oml han many of those nhobut him
only politically. ¥ shall thus confime myself to three pointa
at warious stages of his life vhich I neysr ses nor hear re-
paxtud ferred %0 dut vhish I Delieve are needed tome his 1ife
and work in a m"mﬁuul perspeative,

umc“dmmhm R, Rooker
(Pall ¥all Press, hnln. 1967), there is the folloving
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faiher, & Barbvadian named Alpbonso Hurse, i ad been born a
8lave, Ne hal becoms A master mason, migro? @ to Trinldad
and 1lived for more fhan a century. Tales ¢ ” the sl:ve AAys
and ‘apprenticesbip’ were part of the youmy ialngu‘: deritage,
On several ococasions in later 1ifs, he refer.ed i3 »iwsell as
the grandeon of & slave, Aoses:ding to one ::7ovi, vames Hurss
went 80 far as to becony o Muslim and, in erdosr to ersdisaie
Shis past of slavery, assigned an Avablo name iz his son,®

In that apparently simple faotusl pargra)h is hidden much
that illustrates the politieal career of the Fatl 'r of African
Emansipation, His father uvas a loeal schoolmast r, ‘o was
the father of Sir Grantley Adams, Prime Ministec 5¢ the Vet
qun_hdontion aad ons of the makers of t e oon!smpor. vy
Vest Indies, And thisy parSicular sosial :)p* oreated th
future politiolans of the ¥West Indies and the p werful iwpa*t
they have made adread,

in Paduore's daye the head of a loocal Aletr.ot ves the
warden, a white man who administered an ares of a i’ dozen
miles, He was remote and the ordinary citisen saw him enly
on business or when he made cono of his royalla) tours. Nex$
in the hierarchy were the Roman Catholle priesrt and the Pro-
testant clergyman, They were in clese toush v .th the popula-
tion and were guardians of morels and lsarn'hg. But the real
sntre of intellectusl 1ife were the headwisters of the slem=
eniary sohools, They not only taught the ehildren and trained
the Seaghers. They wore responail ie for the prevailing conocep-
tions o!f soaial bebaviour, menners y Aress, e%o, If anydody in

the village or dlatrie? watned ¢ Xnov what was saking plage in
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the legislative Counoil, wanted a reference in the looal news=
paper explained; wanted to know when Christopher Columbus dis-~
ocovered America, if Ny, OGladstone was dead, or who was the
President of the United States] whether a book by Mrs, Henry
wéod was a good book to read; what year the West Indies oricket
tean was going to England; meeded to know the manner of ad-
dressing a letter %0 a Governmnet funetionary or a prespective
father-in-lav, it was te the losal headteasher that he or she
came, sometimes for inforsatien, not infrequently to preside
or take part in some smill fumgtion,

The looal olergyman were the ultimate repository of knew-
lodge and advise to wvhom at Aifficult moments the 1ocal teacher
would apply, h!t the actual lntellectual centre and the chan-
nal of compunicalion batween the &ocal coamunity and the nat-~
icnal leadeys of soclety was the haad teasher., The community
expocted 1t of him and he and his family filled the role, This
was the environsent in which NKalcom Nurse, the future George
Padmore, grew up, Ruam Being responsible to the public for
ideas aad knowledge of every kind was the automatic result ef
growving @ in such a housghold, I know the procese well for
my own father wos such & teacher,

Take the name Symister, That also had important sonnota-
tions in regard to Malcom Hurse who became George Padmore,

I knew the Byx@sters well decause for ysars 1 l1ived in Arima
vhere Mr. S mister had bce'n a mayor and was #%11l a municipal
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Arima was a smll town which was dominated economically, ;
politically and soolally by black men, certainly the only town
of 1ts kind In Trinidad and Tobago, and perhaps unique in the
whole of the British Caribbean, Trinidad was not at that time
- purely a lugar-prodleu. island, Cocoa was a substantial part
of the conomy., It required no large investment of mashinery
and round about Skm Arima seme black men bought or worked up
axtensive pleces of land on which cecoa grev abundantly, Then
a rallway line from Port of Bpain, the capital, reached %o
Arima and went no furiher. Arima thus became & great cenire
of coooa and trads in general, and the town flourished, These
blagk cocod Whtoﬂ built themselves fine houses in the
town, They organised & recing association and once & YyeAr held
a grand turf meeling, in the Caribbean then and now the pre-~

rogative of the white merchants and planters. At the Jubllee
of Queen Yiotoria, one of their representatives requested from
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the Queen permission 39 form = munioeipality. This was granted.
Arina had a mayor, ocerporation, aldersan and thus the para=

R

phernelia as well as the actuality of urban power, These black
pon as Yayor or Town Olerk were invited to official functions

s Dibrt hle.

at Govarnment House, Thus they ococupied a unique and sone-
what mhm social situation in the island, one oceuplied by

ne other cody of blagk or coloured men, Nr, Bymister wWas one
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of these,and when Padmore came %o Arima to spe@id his vacations,
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this was the envireonmeat and social distinotioen X whioh he

experienced,

"James Nurse went so far as to become a Muslim,..3%® in
order to eradiczte this past of slavery.®

There was more to it than a historical ereasure, Near the
end of the gentury the Education Department of Trinidad decided
to introduce inte the elementary sohools the theory and practioe
»f home agriculture, Teashsrs were given special courses and
one of these teashers, James Alfonso Nurse, learnt so repldly
and so comprehensively that he was removed from hie teaching
and made & general agricultural educationist. There rose in
She local press some conircversy about arriculture and science,
Nures éntorad the controversy xkm with authoritative writing to
which he signed his name and his status, This evcked extreme
wrath from Professor Carmody, the haad of the sclience depart-
ment in the 1sland, Nurse was reported to the educationzl
authorities, there arcse 2 heated altercati-n and in the end
the fathsr of Georgs Padmere resigned in anger and became a
private tute;, It was then that he openly becams a Muelim, thus
defining hie utter rejection of the regime to which he had al-
vays been opposed, He lived in a emall room about 12 feat
squa®e and all the walls wers covered with books on shelves,
from the floor, as 1t seemed t me, %0 the celling, the only
room of the kind I ever saw in Trinidad,

That was the home and family from which George Padmore



cand, He was not an acsident, His whole past and upbringing
had trained him %o be a revolutionary, a leader of blask people.

Three, 1 will give one exaspls of the specifis kind of
material vhieh this Memeir will contribute to Padmore's nninl
activity. In a letter Padmore vrete %o ¥.E,B, DuBois om Jan~
wary 8, 1951, though Nkrumah wes in prisen at the time, he was
eonfident that the Conveasion People's Party would win the eleot~
ion, Padmore goes oa 3o BAYI
"Phore has been & eomplete dreakiewn of the 'mative’ administ-
ration through aa almost whelssale aftask wpon the 'stools’,
whish had t0 Do gtemmed in order not 1o create a oemplete anar<
ehy in government and a situation which might have held in it
something of a disastey,®
, Fxrusah won the elsetion and was taksa out of prisen %o
becons Leadsy of Govermmemt Businese, in reality leader of the
party in pover, Then ensued between Padmore and his vife on
the one hand, and Nkrusah, of the other, a disagresment which
as far as I know, 13 not recorded, but whioch is fundamental
to any estimate of the deeline and fall of Nirumah, Paduore and
his wife wvanted Wikrumah, as head of She ruling party, %o go
ruht_on, seise power and declare independence. In ether words,
to ocontinue the revolution %0 & dynamie oconslusion, Kkrumah
instead kspt uwp & oonstant if hidden confliet with Arden
Clarke, the Gewernor Oeneral, Ne oclaimed epenly that the
Governar 'G.norll oncouraged the oprosition, The revelulion

had to mark time, and Jixrgmah flmally gained coumplete power
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in 1957 after #ix years which were far more constitutional thaa
revelutionary, WVhether revelutionary astivity would have had
better resulis 13 net in question here. What is impertant is

. Shat both the Padmeres thought that Nkvumah was wrong,

In 1957 I had intimate sonversations with Nkrusah about
the way the revelntion had developed., Kmewing how wncompremi-
sing tho Padmeres were u e question, I asked him what after
51X years he WNowght of the peliey. Ne senfessed frankly that
he d14n'S knewt bhe sald that ke Dad ne dowdS that he oould
bave carried his revelution %s a eenelusion im 1951 and the
British governsest could met have stepped him, Ne added, how~
ever, that ulhhlml‘u % Sake the pewer in 1951, and the
Britich effieials had eleared out of the territory, the whele
sysiem of governnenl wuld have cellapeed, In 1951 there was
nething tg( replace them.

- A% the time X sppreeiated and still appreciate Mirumah's
dilemna and respeet his sontimuing uneerSainty. Bus in 1960
the videspread sesplaints of goverament sorrwpiion in Ghana ,
and the detrisresion in quality of his ministers (vhm ®
Nkrusah 8a¥ very olearly) helped to make me believe that the
Padneres vere right! a revolution vhich stands still for six
yoars abeerds much that 1% revolted against, PFurther, the ex-
perienes of um- kad showa that countries far more bBaskward
than the Gold Comst, 1f inten on rejecting an old ordes,
oould survive the violent departure of Eurepean efficials and
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vork out & modus Yivendl. The whole question is one of the
sany raised first, and therefore more sharply, in Ghana than
¢lsevhere. Padmore understood and spoks frequently of this °
and similar prodblems,

An indication of the relation of Padmore %o the British
Commonwealth, .nl-mt; present and fasure. Padmore was a
British West Indian, But my Xnowledge of Padmore, and per-
sonal relationships with him from childhood to the end, make
B aware _:_1;1‘ his ugiqueness and charesteristics, representative
of a m_lo'ot vory lminl historical development, But 1ike
people of the Froensch Caridbean whose French origin stands out
in every line they write and every word they say, Padmore was
& member of the British Oaridbean community. A serious
analysis of what he was, what he did, and the resulting in-
fluence (which continues and grows to this very day), ocan
teach much abeut the Caribbean, about Britain, and about
weorld politiss in the twentieth century.



