Introduction to Literary Study: American Literature

English F1124-1

Spring 2000

Instructor: Dohra Ahmad 

office hours: MW 12:15-1:15 in 310 Philosophy, or by appointment

e-mail: dka3@columbia.edu
course page: http://www.columbia.edu/itc/english/f1124y-001
Description

This class will examine a wide range of prose, poetry, and drama written in the United States, from the seventeenth century to the present.  We will discuss the historical and biographical circumstances behind the composition of each reading selection, while paying particular attention to the authors’ artistic decisions and rhetorical techniques.  Since reading and writing are such closely linked activities, we will approach each author both as a challenge for analysis and as a model for expression.  A primary aim of this class is to increase your ability to write fluent and dynamic academic prose.  

Requirements

Grading will be based on attendance, active participation, and written work, including three essays and one longer research paper.  In order to learn from the authors we read, as well as from each other, it is essential that you come to class well-prepared.  Read the assignments carefully and critically, and record your responses in writing, whether in the text itself or in a notebook.  Once a week you will be responsible for posting either a discussion question or else a follow-up remark on the course bulletin board.

Attendance, late papers, and plagiarism

· According to Composition Office policy, your grade will be lowered after three absences, and you will automatically fail the course after five absences.  

· All assignments must be completed on time.  Late papers will be marked down one grade (i.e. A becomes A-) per day.

· Plagiarism includes the failure to acknowledge citations as well as the use of another student’s work.  If you plagiarize, you will get caught.  If you are caught plagiarizing, you will get a zero on the paper, and you may fail the class.  It takes much less time and mental effort to do your own work. 
Course materials

All Dover Thrift Edition books (Benito Cereno, Daisy Miller, and Ethan Frome) are available at Labyrinth.  The other full-length books (The Marrow of Tradition, A Streetcar Named Desire, A Raisin in the Sun, White Noise, and Push) are available at Papyrus.  All other materials are available on the course web page.  Rather than reading them on line, print out each selection, mark it with your comments and responses, and bring it with you to class.

Weekly Schedule
W 1/17
Introductions
M 1/22
John Winthrop, “A Model of Christian Charity”

Anne Bradstreet, “To My Dear and Loving Husband”

Phillis Wheatley, “On Being Brought from Africa to America” 



“To His Excellency General Washington”


Benjamin Franklin, “Remarks Concerning the Savages of North America”

W 1/24
Frederick Douglass, Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass, Chapters I and II



Edgar Allan Poe, “The Black Cat”

M 1/29
Nathaniel Hawthorne, “Young Goodman Brown,” “The Birthmark,” 





“Rappaccini’s Daughter”



essay #1 due (300-500 words)
W 1/31
Herman Melville, Benito Cereno
M 2/5

Henry Wadsworth Longfellow, “A Psalm of Life”

Walt Whitman, selections from Song of Myself



W 2/7

Henry James, “Daisy Miller: A Study”

M 2/12
Charles Chesnutt, The Marrow of Tradition, chapters 1-5



essay #2 due (300-500 words)
W 2/14
M of T 6-12

M 2/19
M of T 13-28

W 2/21
M of T 28-37

M 2/26
Edith Wharton, Ethan Frome, “Introduction” and chapters I-V (pp. vii-41)

W 2/28
EF VI-IX (42-77)

M 3/5

T. S. Eliot, “The Hollow Men”



Jean Toomer, “Georgia Dusk”


Hart Crane, “To Brooklyn Bridge”

W 3/7

midterm exam
M 3/19
Langston Hughes, “The Negro Speaks of Rivers,” “Mother to Son,”




“Theme for English B,” “Harlem,” “I, Too, Sing America”


W 3/21
Hughes, selections from The Ways of White Folks: “Cora, Unashamed,” 

“Passing,” “The Blues I’m Playing”

M 3/26
Tennessee Williams, A Streetcar Named Desire, scenes 1-6



essay #3 due (700-1000 words)
W 3/28
Streetcar scenes 7-11

M 4/2

Lorraine Hansberry, A Raisin in the Sun, Act I


prospectus for final essay due
W 4/4

Raisin II-III

M 4/9

Don De Lillo, White Noise, chapters 1-21

W 4/11
WN 22-40

M 4/16
Sapphire, Push, pp. 1-97

W 4/18
Push 98-end

M 4/23
final project presentations

W 4/25
presentations, continued

M 4/30
conclusions
