Film Theory I: Beginnings to Metz

Fall 2001

Columbia University/Film Division

Mondays 10 - 2, 511 Dodge Hall

Prof. James Schamus

Office Hours 514B Dodge Mondays 3:30-5:30

Tel. 212.343.9230 Fax 212.343.9645

e-mail jas9@columbia.edu (pls note: I check e-mail 


approximately once a week)

An introduction to classical film theory, from its beginnings to the early Structuralist work of Christian Metz.  

Note: All undergraduates must be enrolled in and attend a discussion section in order to receive credit for this course. Graduate students will meet periodically and will be required to perform additional work for the class, per agreement with the instructor.

Requirements: A mid-term exam and a final exam, a 1,250-word paper, and a final 1,500 word paper (graduate students: 2,000 words), attendance in class and in discussion sections. Plagiarism will result in an automatic fail and notification of the Dean's office. No incompletes are given without a letter of excuse from the Dean. Books are available at the University book store. Photocopies of additional essays and the Munsterberg book (which is out of print) will be handed out in class.

Books:

Braudy, Leo and Marshall Cohen, eds. Film Theory and Criticism. NY: Oxford UP, 1999 (Fifth ed.)

Kracauer, Siegfried. Theory of Film: The Redemption of Physical Reality. Princeton: Princeton UP, 1997

Teaching assistants:

Althea Wasow: aaw53@columbia.edu

Rebecca Haimowitz: rah22@columbia.edu

Sections: Monday  5-6 and Tuesday 1-2, 508 Dodge.

1. Introduction

10 September

D.W. Griffith, The Lonely Villa
Georges Melies, A Trip to the Moon
Lumiere Brothers, Various 

2.

17 September

Munsterberg

Vsevolod Pudovkin, Mother (1926, 73 mins) 

3.

24 September 

Pudovkin 9-14

Eisenstein 15-42, 426-434

Sergei Eisenstein, Potemkin (1925, 65 mins) 

4.

1 October

B. Ejxenbaum, “Problems of Cinema Stylistics”

J. Tynjanov, “On the Foundations of Cinema”

Dziga Vertov, “Kino-Eye”

Eisenstein, Pudovkin, et. al. 360-362 “Statement on Sound” 

Dziga Vertov, Man with a Movie Camera (1928, 69 mins) 

5.

8 October

Bazin, 43-56, 195-211 “Evolution of Film Language,” “Ontology of the Film Image,” “Myth of Total Cinema,” “DeSica: Metteur en Scene”

Vittorio de Sica, Umberto D. (1952, 89 mins) 

6.

15 October

Quiz

Bazin 408-418 “Theater and Cinema”

Braudy 419-425 “Acting”

Ingmar Bergman, Persona (1967, 81 mins) 

7.

22 October

Paper due

Deren 216-227 “Cinematography”

Brakhage 228-234 from Metaphors on Vision

Panofsky 279-292 “Style and Medium in the Motion Pictures”

Maya Deren, Study in Choreography 

Stan Brakhage, Cat’s Cradle, Window Water Baby Moving, Sirius Remembered
8.

29 October

Arnheim 312-321 from Film as Art

Carroll 322-328 from Philosophical Problems

Mast 329-333 from Film/Cinema/Movie

Chris Marker, La Jetee (1962,  29 mins)

Bruce Conner, A Movie (15 mins)

Ernie Gehr, Serene Velocity (20 mins)

5 November

Holiday

9.

12 November

Kracauer xlvii – 73, 157 - 174

Robert Wiene, The Cabinet of Dr. Caligari (1919, 72 mins) 

10.

19 November

Kracauer 175-192, 285-312

Jafar Panahi, The White Balloon (1996, 85 mins) 

11.

26 November

Metz 68-89 356-359

Chatman 435-451

Jean Renoir, A Day in the Country (1935, 40 mins)

12.

3 December

Metz 800-817

Su Friedrich, Sink or Swim (1990, 60 mins)

13.

10 December

Quiz

Sarris 515-518 “Notes on the Auteur Theory”

Wollen 519-535

Barthes 536-538

film tbd

13 December

Paper Due

