German V3001 Advanced German // Berlin:  Past and Present // Fall 2007

Imagine exploring Berlin while still in a Columbia German-language classroom!  Even if you can't smell Berlin's legendary air, you can plan rides on its elevated subway trains, investigate the sights and sounds of the largest Turkish neighborhood outside Istanbul, and find out what it would be like to study at the FU or HU! Advanced German I provides the chance to experience Berlin within a media-supported, communicative-language environment.

Goals for language development

1) Increasing ease in reading short, thematically related German texts, 

2) developing interpretive skills needed for communicating questions, ideas, and opinions, 

3) building vocabulary and the ability to define German words using German, and 

4) becoming comfortable interacting with authentic forms of German media. 

Activities aim to strengthen both oral and written communication and a student's ability to engage in critical analysis in German.

Prerequisites
1) Successful completion of CU's Intermediate German (V1201-V1202 or V1225), or the equivalent is required. 

2) At semester's start students must present 1202/1225 German Portfolio for review by the instructor. 

3) Non-CU students meet with instructor for an interview to ensure that all students are prepared for the rigors of this virtual semester in Berlin.

4) Students will be asked to open a "youtube" account and learn to videotape and edit short videos.

5) Students must prepare PowerPoint presentations and work with other web-based learning tools.

Expectations:
German V3001 is an ambitious 13-week socio-cultural exploration of Berlin that includes 

1) Communicating ONLY in German in a cooperative environment, working with partners and in teams, 

2) Learning to negotiate Berlin's transportation system, 

3) Engaging cultural diversity in Berlin's multi-cultural neighborhoods, 

4) Presenting a picture of Berlin's past, and 

5) Sharing your Berlin experience by developing a virtual Berlin tour.

Requirements (as of July 25, 2007 / subject to update)
1) Ongoing daily activities (written or spoken) as homework and for in-class preparation

2) Online video interview introducing yourself to Berliners at beginning semester visiting Berlin

3) Tested Demonstration of ability to negotiate the BVG

      a) Telephone message

      b) Interpretation of Netzspinne Text

      c) Ongoing ability to give instructions for new locations throughout semester

4) Vocabulary and Interpretation of "Himmel Unter Berlin" excerpts

      a) "Berlinisch" vocabulary quiz

      b) Roleplay of situation from text

      c) Cartoon activity

5) "Ostalgie" Exhibit / Presentation

6) Homeworks for "Siegessäule" and "Kötti" (excerpts from "Berlin:  Mein Kiez")

7) Individual PowerPoint presentation of a story from "Berlin:  Mein Kiez"

      a) Oral / visual presentation to help class interpret text

      b) Written reaction to neighborhood in text:  Why you found this neighborhood to be of interest to you

8) Online video interview on what you have learned about Berlin at end of semester visiting Berlin

9) Final exam:  Written reflection and oral interview

Contact Professor Korb
rak23@columbia.edu w/ questions on German V3001.  Further information on other German courses at Columbia in Fall 2007 at http://www.columbia.edu/~rak23  Online Directory:

http://www.columbia.edu/cu/bulletin/uwb/subj/GERM/_Fall2007.html 
