Reading Comprehension

10. Kapitel / Chapter 10

„Der Bär:  Stadtsymbol und Naturphänomen“ (pp.105-106)

Getting Ready

1.  Have you ever seen a bear?  Where did you see it?  What did it look like?

2.  What do you know about bears living in the wild?

Getting Set

1. Skim the text quickly and underline / note all the occurrences of the word “Bär” as a singular, a plural, and/or as part of compound words.  (13 occurrences!)

2. Find the metrical measurements indicated in the text and fill in the table

	
	Bears in general
	Mama Bears
	Baby Bears

	Weight
	(no info)
	
	

	Size
	
	
	(no info)


3.  Now skim over the text again and decide which of the following mini-titles best corresponds to each of the text’s four paragraphs:

a. “City Bears”

b. “General Description”

c. Mating Season”

d. Single Mother

Read!

1.  Connect the underlined / noted Bär-words with their descriptors in the text and organize your findings with the assistance of the following table.

	Paragraph / Title
	Bär-Words
	Descriptor (see list below)

	1.


	
	

	2.


	
	

	3.


	
	

	4.


	
	

	Father figure  / Northerners / massive / Berlin-Symbol / large-headed / wearing a crown / Family / Forest Mother / Zoo Residents / Partner – Couple / Predator / Loner / Omnivore / fascinating / endangered / Plantigrade / Protector / Jealous Daddy / Extinct in Nature


2.  True or False?  Read the following statements and on the basis of the text indicate which are true and which are false. 

a.  The bear is the symbol of Germany.

b. The capital of Germany has more than one zoo.

c. Wild bears have been extinct in Germany since the 1800’s.

d. Bears generally prefer a cooler climate.

e. Bears are vegetarians.

f. Male and female bears mate for life.

g. Bears spend portions of the winter hibernating.

h. Bears reach full maturity in just one year.

i. Male bears can be dangerous for young cubs.

Notes and Further Reading

1.  Der Bär als Stadtsymbol von Berlin:  The history of the bear on the Berlin coat of arms: http://www.berliner-baer.de/

2.  Zoologischer Garten Berlin boasts the largest variety of animals of any zoo in the world.  It is located on the Hardenbergplatz 8 in the heart of western Berlin.
To read more: 
Berliner Zoo online: http://www.zoo-berlin.de/willkommen.html

3.  Tierpark Berlin boasts nearly 10 mammals, birds, reptiles, amphibians, and fish in its extensive collection located in Friedrichsfelde, an eastern district of Berlin.
To read more:
Berliner Tierpark online: http://www.tierpark-berlin.de/ 
