Reading Comprehension  

11. Kapitel / Chapter 11  

Menschen mit HIV und AIDS (pp. 121-122)    

Getting Ready    

1.  HIV-AIDS:  The 1983 discovery of the human immunodeficiency virus (HI-Virus /  HIV) as the cause of AIDS was the first major breakthrough in the worldwide battle  against the deadly disease.  This text looks at statistics of the ongoing pandemic.  

2.  What do you know about the spread of the disease?  What parts of the globe are most affected by it today?

Getting Set    

Names / Numbers / General Concepts  

1. Locate and underline / list the names researchers and research organizations cited in paragraphs 1 and 2.   

2. What happened on May 20, 1983?  

4. How many people have died worldwide as the result of HIV-AIDS?  

5. Which subheading fits to which of the five paragraphs        * "HIV-AIDS Therapy "      * "Discovery of HIV"      * "The AIDS pandemic in Numbers"    * "Germany and HIV-AIDS"

Read!    

Read the article more closely and find answers to the following questions:  

1.  What two elements define a "pandemic"?  

2.  Who is Luc Montagnier?  

3.  Do you consider the number of AID deaths in Germany to be relatively high or low?  Why?

4. Why hasn't combination therapy been as successful as hoped?  

5.  How many children worldwide are reported to be HIV positive?  

6.  What region has the highest HIV-infection rate?  How does it compare to other regions?  

7.  What's the good news with which this article ends?    

8.  What is your reaction to the reported statistics?  

Notes and Further Reading    

1.  To learn more about the Anti-Retroviral Therapy go to the Retrovirus Bulletin online at http://www.viro.med.uni-erlangen.de/Bulletin/bulletin.htm
2.  To read the Robert Koch Institute report on AIDS / HIV and to learn more about this HIV-AIDS research institute: http://www.rki.de/
