Reading Comprehension

12. Kapitel / Chapter 12

Die Welternährungskriese (pp. 129-130)

Getting Ready

1.  What's the population of the world today?

2.  Is the population of the world expected to increase or decrease in the future?

3.  What sorts of crises might a population explosion cause?

Getting Set

1.  Take a first look at Paragraph 1:  


a. Find the German word for "billion". 


b. What was the world population in 1900?


c. How much did world population grow from 1950 to 1990?


d. What's the predicted population by about 2030?

2.  Take a first look at Paragraph 2:


a. What are the two "parts" of the globe outlined here?


b. Will population changes in the two areas change at the same rate?

3.  Take a first look at Paragraph 3:


a. Quickly locate the cognates in Paragraph 3.  


b. Make a guess what the paragraph says about the population explosion.


c. Do you think that the text takes a positive or a negative standpoint?  What makes you think so?

Read!

1.  Take a closer look at Paragraph 1 and based on your reading, indicate whether the following statements are "true" or "false".  Make note of specific expressions in the text lead you to your conclusions!


a.  The tone of the introductory sentence is threatening.


b.  The author correlates population growth to increasing research into population growth.


c.  The author's language is moderate with regard to the increase in the world's population.

2.  Take a closer look at Paragraph 2 and organize the data into the following table:

	
	North
	South

	World population %
	
	

	Energy consumption %
	
	

	Metal consumption %
	
	

	Wood consumption %
	
	

	Food consumption %
	
	

	Estimated population 2025
	
	

	Adjective used by author
	
	


3.  Based on a closer reading of Paragraph 3 and the entire text:


a. What are the three areas of notable agricultural development mentioned?


b. What does the author fear with regard to these and other developments?


c. Does the author think the best answer lies in introducing surplus from the "rich" areas to the "poor" areas or, rather, in developing the South's own means of meeting growing needs?


d. Does the author solve any problem with this text?


e. What is the author's likely purpose for presenting this topic?

Notes and Further Reading

1.  World population statistics / World-wide Crises:  "Welt im Wandel" Report aus dem Jahr 1998: http://www.wbgu.de/wbgu_jg1998_kurz.html
2.  Österreichisches Nord-Süd Institut online (working to fulfill the commitment to reducing world poverty): http://www.nordsued.at/
