Reading Comprehension

13. Kapitel / Chapter 13
Sturm und Drang (pp. 137-138)
Getting Ready

1. What sort of emotional reaction do you have to the sound of the German words Sturm und Drang?

2.  What sort of emotional reaction do you have to the concepts of Sturm und Drang?
Getting Set

1.  Skim over Paragraph #1 and #2, and note or underline all the cognates and recognizable words in the text.  Based on your list of underlined words, see if you can surmise:

How does the text categorize the concept of Sturm und Drang?

How does the text identify the two people mentioned by name in these first paragraphs?

What are at least three topics that are going to be discussed in the text?

2. Find four titles mentioned in Paragraph #3.  Who are the authors of these four works?

3.  Look at the first five words of Paragraph #4.  Based on this introduction, what is likely to be discussed in this paragraph?

Read!

Ascertain through a closer reading which item in each of the following expresses information supported by the text:

1.  The Sturm und Drang period ended

a.  in the 1860's.

b.  after a relatively long time.

c.  in the early 1880's.

d.  with the works of Young and Rousseau.

2.  Young and Rousseau are recognized as

a.  beloved authors of the German Sturm und Drang.

b.  influences on the German Sturm und Drang
c.  foreigners influenced by the German Sturm und Drang.

d.  the youngest writers of the German Sturm und Drang.
3.  The young Sturm und Drang writers were dissatisfied with

a.  everything.

b.  rules and regulations.

c.  power and passion.

d.  irrationality.

4.  The name of this literary movement came from a work written by

a.  Goethe.

b.  Schiller.

c.  Klinger.

d.  Werther.

5.  Which of the following is NOT attributed to "Die Leiden des jungen Werther"?

a.  It was a very successful literary work.

b.  It contained letters from Goethe to Klinger and Schiller.

c.  It became an overnight success.

d.  It turned Goethe into a famous author.

6.  Werther's story

a.  begins with Lotte's unconditional love for Werther.

b.  reveals Werther's strong emotions and healthy mental state.

c.  depicts Werther's overwhelming feelings for his friend Wilhelm.

d.  culminates with Werther's suicide.

7.  The text says that Goethe's "Werther" helped a whole generation

a.  overcome suicidal feelings.

b.  revere society more.

c.  express its emotions.

d.  become intellectuals.

Notes and Further Reading

1.  The Sturm und Drang period of German literature: roughly from 1767 to 1785, Sturm und Drang was a protest and youth movement with protest directed mainly at absolutism, middle-class morals, and out-moded traditions in art and literature.

To read more about the period: http://www.pohlw.de/literatur/epochen/stdrang.htm 
2.  "Sturm und Drang" (1776),  a play by Friedrich M. Klinger (1752-1831). 

To read the play online: http://gutenberg.spiegel.de/klinger/sturmdrg/sturmdrg.htm 

3. "Die Räuber" (1782 premier in Mannheim), play by Friedrich von Schiller (1759-1805). 

To read "Die Räuber" online: http://gutenberg.spiegel.de/schiller/raeuber/raeuber.htm 

4. "Die Leiden des jungen Werther" (1774), novel by Johann Wolfgang von Goethe (1749-1832). 

To read the novel online: http://gutenberg.spiegel.de/goethe/werther/1wert001.htm
