Reading Comprehension  

14. Kapitel / Chapter 14  

Frauen werden verzweifelt gesucht (p. 145)    

Getting Ready    

1. Look at the title:  To what segment of German society does the title point?

2. East and West:  This article discusses social changes in Germany since reunification.  When did the Fall of the Berlin Wall take place? When the article talks about "die neuen Bundesländer," to what does it refer?  Why do you think the adjective "new" is used?

Getting Set    

Research numbers:  

1. Locate and underline the research organization cited in paragraphs 1.   What is the subject of this organization's research cited here?

2. Note the following numbers and then identify the phenomenon (listed below the numbers) that they represent!

	Number cited in Text
	Phenomenon represented

	1 500 000
	

	​@ 25%
	

	18 - 19
	

	100 000
	

	@60%
	

	a. Young eastern women completing high school  

b. People who have moved from East to West 

c. Ratio of men to women in some eastern regions 

d. Average age of mobile young eastern women

e. Decrease in number of children in the East


Read!    

Read the article more closely and find answers to the following questions:  

1.  What is the dilemma foreseen by the researchers noted in this article?  

2. What two qualities are commonly found among the women who are moving to the West?  How do their male counterparts compare?

3.  What do the researchers cite as the most marked reason for the imbalance?

4. How does the leader of the research team explain the draw of the West on the young eastern women?  

5. How do you explain the title "Desperately seeking Women"?

Notes and Further Reading    

1.  To learn more about the "Berlin-Institut für Bevölkerung und Entwicklung" go to the institute's website at: http://www.berlin-institut.org/ 
2. You can find details the institute's analysis of the reasons and ramifications of the migration of young women from the so-called "new federal states" of the former East Germany to the West in the online report, "Not am Mann: Von Helden der Arbeit zur neuen Unterschicht?" by Steffen Kröhnert, Reiner Klingholz.  Download available at: http://www.berlin-institut.org/studien/not_am_mann.html  

