Reading Comprehension

15. Kapitel / Chapter 15

Die Hessen im Amerikanischen Freiheitskrieg

Getting Ready

1. When was the American Revolutionary War?

2.  What role might Hessian soldiers have had in the American Revolutionary War?

3.  Take a look at the historical document in the table:
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This document is a bill of transfer of goods.  See how many details you can make out and try to imagine what is being "sold" to whom and for what purpose!

Getting Set

1. Skim the text and note where you find the designations for military combatants that are used by the author and noted in the table!

	Designation for Combatant(s)
	Line Number(s)
	English Equivalent

	Soldaten (6X)
	
	

	Söldner (2X)
	
	

	Fürsten (2X)
	
	

	Regiment
	
	

	Landesväter
	
	

	Generalleutnant
	
	

	General
	
	

	Deserteuren
	
	

	Kriegsgefangene
	
	


2.  Two years are mentioned in the text: 1776, when the American Revolution was fought, and 1874.  What's the relevance of the second date to this text?

Read!

What does the text say about the following?

1.  How do American history books generally characterize the Hessian soldiers who fought in the American Revolutionary War?

2.  For what reason does the text disagree with the characterization mentioned in question one above?

3.  What is the text's source for its argument?

4.  What were the circumstances of the initial transaction discussed in the text?

5.  What became of the nearly 30,000 Hessian soldiers who fought in the American Revolutionary War?

Notes and Further Reading

1. Under the Duchy of Hessen-Kassel's Landgrave Friedrich II (1760=1785), Kassel supplied troops to England to fight in the American Revolutionary War. Approximately 15,000 to 20,000 Hessians or Hessian-led so-called "mercenaries" were supplied (1776 – 1783).  To read more in German, go to "Legende von den verkauften Hessen": http://www.kriegsreisende.de/absolutismus/hessen.htm or to read more in English, see  "Hessians in the American Revolution" online: http://www.americanrevolution.org/hessindex.html 

 2. Hessian immigrants to America:   see Peter Assion's  Von Hessen in die Neue Welt. Eine Sozial- und Kulturgeschichte der hessischen Amerikaauswanderung mit Text und Bilddokumenten (Hessen-Bibliothek, 1986). 

