Reading Comprehension

16. Kapitel / Chapter 16

Was ist Aufklärung? (pp.164-166)

Getting Ready

Immanuel Kant (1724-1804):  Kant's central thesis--that the possibility of human knowledge presupposes the active participation of the human mind--is deceptively simple, but the details of its application are notoriously complex.  

	1724
	April 22, born in Königsburg, East Prussia.

	1734
	Enters the Collegium Fredericianum to study theology.

	1740
	Enters the University of Königsburg and studies mathematics and physics.

	1746
	Finishes study at the university and spends the next nine years employed as a private tutor. 

	1755
	Earns his masters degree and lectures at the university for the next fifteen years as a Privatdozent.

	1770
	Promoted to professorship of logic and metaphysics.

	1781
	Publishes Critique of Pure Reason.

	1783
	Publishes Prolegomena to any Future Metaphysics.

	1785
	Publishes Groundwork for the Metaphysics of Morals.

	1788
	Publishes Critique of Practical Reason.

	1790
	Publishes Critique of Judgement.

	1792
	Embroiled in Government review regarding his religious doctrines; prohibited from lecturing or writing on religious subjects by the King Frederick William II.

	1793
	Publishes Religion within the Limits of Reason Alone.

	1797
	Retires from university. The death of King Frederick William II removes the ban on his religious writing and lecturing. Publishes Groundwork of the Metaphysic of Morals.

	1798
	Publishes Anthropology, Considered from a Pragmatic Viewpoint.

	1804
	February 12, dies in Königsburg.



2.  Die Aufklärung / The German Enlightenment:  The eighteenth-century substitution of a new faith ​ in reason, "science," and the future ​ for that of revealed religion was facilitated by the establishment of new systems of logical analysis. When philosophers changed systems of formal logic into metaphysics, they challenged the very basis of religious authority and invoked vigorous responses.  More than a set of fixed ideas, the Enlightenment implied an attitude, a method of thought. According to the German philosopher Immanuel Kant, the motto of the age should be "Dare to know." In keeping with this motto, a desire arose among enlightened thinkers to reexamine and question all received ideas and values.

Getting Set

1. Quotation marks can indicate a number of things in a text:  titles, highlighted concepts, an invented word, to cite a written text, or to indicate spoken discourse.
Skim the text "Was ist Aufklärung?" find all the quotation marks and ascertain their function in each case!

a.  What are the titles mentioned in the text?

b.  What concepts are highlighted in the text?

c.  What / Who is the source of the long citation?
2.  Look more closely at the long citation and break it into stages that the quoted author uses in an effort to answer his primary question:

a.  explanation / definition of the role of  "Freedom"


b.  exhortations NOT to use reason

c.  recognition of the limitations of "Freedom"

d.  direction of personal answer

e.  reiteration of the basic question and answer


Read!
1.  Here is an online translation of the Kant's entire 1784 text:  http://www.english.upenn.edu/~mgamer/Etexts/kant.html
2.  After reading it, decide which segment of the translation represents the text with which we have been dealing.
3.  Do you feel that the excerpt is a fair representation of Kant's answer to the question "What is Enlightenment?"  If not, what do you feel is lacking and what portions might you add to make the excerpt more representative?

4.  Did Kant believe that his age was an enlightened one?  

Notes and Further Reading

1.  "Was ist Aufklärung?"  The original title by Kant:  BEANTWORTUNG DER FRAGE: WAS IST AUFKLÄRUNG? Berlinische Monatsschrift. Dezember-Heft 1784. S. 481-494. 

To read the entire German original online:  http://www.uni-potsdam.de/u/philosophie/texte/kant/aufklaer.htm
2.  Discussion in German of the background and interpretation of Kant's answer to the question "What is Enlightenment" at Wikipedia: http://de.wikipedia.org/wiki/Beantwortung_der_Frage:_Was_ist_Aufkl%C3%A4rung 
3.  Die deutsche Aufklärung (1720-1785):  To read more online: http://www.pohlw.de/literatur/epochen/aufklaer.htm 

