Reading Comprehension
17. Kapitel / Chapter 17

Grosster Raub-Saurier in Patgonien entdeckt (pp. 174-175)
Getting Ready

1.  What do you know about dinosaurs?  Do you imagine that dinosaurs were loners or that they roamed the earth in packs or herds?

2.  What’s the biggest dinosaur you know of?


Getting Set

1.  Skim over the text and find the names of dinosaurs mentioned.
2.  Skim the text again and find German equivalents for the following dinosaur body parts:


	Line #
	German
	English equivalent

	
	
	Skull

	
	
	Muzzle / mouth

	
	
	Teeth

	
	
	Legs

	
	
	Claws

	
	
	Fossil remains



3.  As you were skimming, did you notice the frequent comparatives (adjectives + -er [+endings]) and superlatives (adjectives + -est [+endings]) used by the author?  Go and locate them!


Read!

Which one is bigger and or biggest and what’s the most interesting discovery!?!
1.  As you read, organize the material you noted above and the discoveries as you read more closely to complete the following table:

	Name of dinosaur
	
	
	

	Fossils found during “Project 2000”
	
	
	

	Razor-sharp teeth and claws
	XX
	
	XX

	Squeezed victims to death w/ great jaws
	
	
	

	Dissected victims w/ claws
	
	
	

	Related to each other
	
	XX
	XX

	Lived @ 100 million years ago
	
	
	

	@14 m long
	
	
	

	@ 12.5 m long
	
	
	

	@12 m long
	
	
	

	Long believed to be biggest dinosaur
	
	
	

	Until recently believed to be biggest dinosaur
	
	
	

	Biggest carnivorous dinosaur ever
	
	
	

	Believed to have been loners
	
	
	

	Believed to have roamed in herds
	
	
	



2.  How do your assumptions made before reading the text compare with the information you gathered in reading?


Notes and Further Reading

1. Dinosaur Project 2000:  http://www.ExpeditionZone.com (search for Patagonien und Raub-Saurier) and for an update on the naming of the dinosaur discoveries in Patagonia:

http://www.netzeitung.de/wissenschaft/393152.html 
2.  Pantagonia:  The southern most tip of South America, the Chilean and Argentine region of Patagonia was discovered by Ferdinand Magellan, who pioneered passage through the treacherous strait that now bears his name. His expedition named the mainland 'Tierra de los Patagones,' giving birth to the myth of a race of Patagonian giants. To the south, they saw the horizon darkened by smoke from the natives' fires, and named the great island Tierra del Fuego. The indigenous groups who inhabited Tierra del Fuego had completed the world's furthest human migration, arriving finally at the very end of the earth, where the Andes disappear into the sea and glaciers flow to the water's edge. 

To see pictures and map and read more in English:

http://gourmet.sympatico.ca/travel/southamerica/chile/pantagonia.htm
or in German at Wikipedia:  http://de.wikipedia.org/wiki/Patagonien
