Reading Comprehension
18. Kapitel / Chapter 18

Der Zeppelin im Ersten Weltkrieg

Getting Ready

1. What is a Zeppelin? What does a Zeppelin look like? Where did it get its name?

2. With what do you associate Zeppelins?

Getting Set

1. Taking a first look at the text, what do you assume the topic and timeframe will be?


a. What it the topic of the text?


b. What is the timeframe indicated in the text?

2. Locate the time elements that define a logical, step-by-step relating of the information in the text: find the word or phrase that means

	German expression in text
	English equivalent

	
	"already in 1900"

	
	"in the following years"

	
	"after (the 1st World War had broken out)"

	
	"at first"

	
	"later" or "subsequently"

	
	"when (they flew)"

	
	"in a relatively short time"

	
	"now" in the sense of "at this point in time"


Read!

1. Look at the text more closely and use your answers from the previous exercise to complete the following chart to establish contextual connections from the text

	Event (was passierte?)
	Time (wann passierte es?)

	Zeppelin startete
	

	Marine/Heer übernahmen Zeppelin
	

	Aufklärungsflüge
	

	Bombenabwürfe
	

	als die Zeppeline ihre ersten Luftangriffe machten
	

	keine Abwehr gegen sie
	

	in kurzer Zeit
	

	Zeppeline mit Phosphormunition angreifen
	


2. Now look for clues of cause and effect:


a. find the coordinating conjunction equating to "because" or "since"


b. find the expression that introduces a subordinate clause and causes the English verb to be translated "by. . . --ing"


c. find the subordinating conjunction meaning "because" or "for that reason"


d. find the expression equating to "the more, the --er"


e. find the German expression equating to "for that reason" or "therefore"

3. Look once more at the text and use your answers from the previous exercise to complete the following chart to establish contextual cause and effect:

	Event (was war?)
	Effect/Result (warum?)

	sie erregten großen Schrecken
	

	
	Engländer verbesserten ihre Flugabwehr

	ein Treffer genügte
	

	
	desto mehr Artillerie musste in England bleiben

	Artillerie musste in England bleiben
	


4. Based on your closer reading, answer the following questions:


a. How so might a flight with a Zeppelin become a "Himmelfahrtskommando"?


b. What chain of events prevented the British artillery from being involved in "Entscheidungsschlachten in Frankreich"?


c. Which of the following summaries most closely convey the overall message of the text "Der Zeppelin im Ersten Weltkrieg"?



1) At times during the First World War Graf Zeppelin lead the air fleet against England, a remarkable feat considering how easily the oxygen-filled airships could be blown up.



2) At times during the First World War Graf Zeppelin's invention represented a formidable weapon against England, inspite of how easily the oxygen-filled airships could be blown up.



3) At no time during the First World War did Graf Zeppelin's invention have an effect on England, which is hardly remarkable considering how easily the oxygen-filled airships could be blown up.

Notes and Further Reading

1. To find more material about Zeppelins, visit the website of the Friedrichshafen Zeppelin Musuem at http://www.zeppelin-museum.de/firstpage.htm 

2. To read more about the life of Graf Zeppelin, go to http://www.uni-konstanz.de/FuF/Philo/Geschichte/Zeppelin/bio.htm 

