Reading Comprehension

19. Kapitel / Chapter 19

Karl Mays Amerikabild und –reise
Getting Ready

1.  Consider the 1880 picture of the German writer Karl May:  http://karlmay.leo.org/kmg/fotos/kostuem/os2.jpg
Considering that this is one of his favorite personae, what do you imagine he liked to write about and what sort of adventures would you expect to read about in his works?
2.  Look at the title of the text and surmise what the current text might be about.

Getting Set

1.  Locate the following dates in the text and match them to the associated actions / events listed in the final row of the table.  (Caution!  Not all the actions / events listed are mentioned in the text!)


	Year
	Action / Event

	1842
	

	1892
	

	1908
	

	1912
	

	Born in Ernstthal / Married / Died in Radebeul / Works translated / Wrote Old Surehand I / Visited Indians in Western USA / Traveled to USA / Became famous



2.  Take a look at the introductory sentence of the four paragraphs and surmise which paragraph takes up the which of the following questions:

a.  What’s the story behind Karl May’s stories?

b. What was Karl May’s major contribution to German culture?

c. Who was the man Karl May?

d. What did Karl May’s characters have to say?

Read!

Look more carefully at the text and as you read determine whether the text indicates that each of the following statements is True / False / Not Mentioned in Text.  Be prepared to qualify your choice with information from the text!

1. The text indicates that Karl May improved his economic standing in his lifetime.

2. Karl May’s great popularity is a relatively new phenomenon.

3. Karl May’s subject matter extended well beyond the boundaries of his homeland.

4. Karl May did a great deal of his own translating.

5. Karl May’s writings played a major role in coining Germany’s image of Cowboys and Indians.

6. Karl May always portrayed Cowboys and Indians as bitter enemies.

7. Old Shatterhand might be called “color blind”.

8. Karl May claimed to have traveled extensively in the U.S.A.

9. Karl May’s earliest visits to the U.S.A. helped him to write “Old Surehand I”.

10. During his 1908 visit to the U.S.A., Karl May did not travel to the “Wild West” he describes in his stories.

Notes and Further Reading

1.  Karl May (1842-1912) is known as one of Germany’s most popular and frequently published authors.  His life and works are celebrated by the Karl-May Stiftung and the Karl-May Verlag. 
To read more about Karl May on the Stiftung Website: http://www.karl-may-stiftung.de/ 
To read more about Karl May on the Verlag Website: http://www.karl-may.de/index1.htm 
Links to Karl May online:  http://karlmay.leo.org/kmg.htm 

2.  Old Surehand I, written by Karl May in 1894.
To read the adventure novel, Old Surehand I online:  http://gutenberg.spiegel.de/may/surehan1/0inhalt.htm 

