Reading Comprehension

21. Kapitel / Chapter 21
Schumann Partitur Wiederaufgefunden (pp. 211-212)
Getting Ready 

1.  Who was Robert Schumann?  What kind of music did he write?

2.  What might it represent to the music world to "rediscover" on of Schumann's original works?

Getting Set

1. According to the first paragraph, music lovers were in for a big surprise

a. at Sotheby's in Munich

b. during World War II

c. in the German Romantic period

2. What was the piece of music that caused the sensation?

3. The author uses at least four other words in place of "Partitur" to talk about Schumann's score. What are they?

4. Making connections / Understanding context::

Looking at the dates you can outline historical episodes mentioned in the text.

	Event
	Year/Date

	In what year was the musical score written?
	

	When did Klara S. present the manuscript to Julius Rietz?
	

	In what season and year did Robert Schumann die?
	

	
	What had the composer written on the manuscript on May 8, 1846?

	When (and where) was the symphony first performed? (Who directed the performance?)
	


5. Now use the answers you found in the preceding activity to help you complete the following matrix of information from the text:

	Was passierte?
	Wer machte das?
	Wann?
	Wo?

	komponierte Sinfonie
	 
	 
	 

	 
	Clara Schumann
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	in der Heilanstalt von Endinich bei Bonn

	 
	 
	im Sommer 1856
	 

	leitete das Orchester
	
	
	



 
 
 

3. Based on the information above, compose three content questions that might be used on a comprehension quiz about this text to find out who did what, when, and where!

a.

b.

c. 

Read!

1. Look again at the passages describing the rediscovered musical score with all its descriptive detail and compare your reading to the statements below. Which are "richtig" and which are "falsch"?  Be prepared to cite statements in the text that support your choice!

· Die Partitur ist 263 Seiten lang.

· Das originale Einband hatte keine Dekorationen.

· Schumanns Name steht auf dem Lederrücken des originalen Einbands.

· Schumann schrieb und korrigierte seine Partitur mit Tinte.

· Das Werk wurde im Spätjahr 1855 vollendet.

2. Where in the language of the text do you find hints of the significance of the discovery described here?

3. Do you find that the author's use of language succeeds in drawing her readers into the report and arousing emotional responses or not? What, in your opinion, leads to this success or lack thereof?  Cite specific text that does (not) arouse interest in you as a reader of the text.

Notes and Further Reading

1. Robert Schumann (1810-1856), German composer and leader of the German Romantic movement.  Married to Klara Wieck Schumann (1819-1896), one of the outstanding pianists of her time, R. S. became editor of Neue Zeitschrift für Musik (1834-1844).  His "Spring Symphony (1841),  "Piano Concerto in A Minor" (1846), and the "Third Symphony" (1850) are among his most renowned works.

To read more: go to the Schumann website: http://www.schumann-portal.de/
and under "Robert Schumann" you will find pertinent dates under "Biographie," photos  in "Bildgalerie", a list of works under "Werkverzeichnis," and "Schumann links."

2. To hear (!) Robert Schumann's Symphony Nr. 2: http://w3.rz-berlin.mpg.de/cmp/schumann_sym2.html  
