Reading Comprehension

22. Kapitel / Chapter 22

Der Neue Deutsche Film (pp.  220-221)
Getting Ready 

1. Considering the title of the text, "Der neue deutsche Film", do you assume that the text contrasts the cinema in the title with cinema of a previous period or with cinema of a future period?  What word suggests your conclusion?

2. What words / expressions might one expect to find in a comparison of "Der neue deutsche Film" to the cinema of a previous / a future period (depending on your answer to #1)? 

3.  What German filmmakers are you familiar with?  What movies have they produced?

Getting Set

1. Take a first look at dates and information in the first paragraph of the text and make associations as indicated in the following table.

	Concept in Text
	Associated with German Film of the 1950s
	Associated with German Film after 1965

	"Neuer Deutscher Film"
	
	

	"Papas Kino"
	
	

	veraltete Lustspiele
	
	

	Junger Deutscher Film
	
	


 

2. Find the names of German filmmakers in Paragraphs 2 and 3! What are the titles of some of their films?

Read!

1. What does the text say distinguishes the "new" German film from its predecessors?

2.  What sort of funding made the phenomenon of the "New German Film" possible?

3.  Looking closer at the text, which of the following accomplishments are associated with each of the important elements of this movement:

	Accomplishment
	Neuer Deutscher Film
	Alexander Kluge
	Rainer Werner Fassbinder

	Replaced old-timers' cinema
	
	
	

	"Abschied von gestern"
	
	
	

	"Ehe der Maria Braun"
	
	
	

	World-Class Film Prize
	
	
	

	Berlin Film Festival recipient
	
	
	

	Multiple German Film awards 
	
	
	

	Successfully mixed documents and fiction
	
	
	

	"Enfant terrible des Neuen Deutschen Film"
	
	
	

	Re-interested Germans in German film
	
	
	

	Produced @60 Films 1977/78
	
	
	

	40 Films in 13 years
	
	
	


4. Considering the accomplishments noted, why might the "Neuer Deutscher Film" be considered a watershed in German cultural history?

Notes and Further Reading

1. Der Neue Deutscher Film (New German Cinema):  Beginning in the late 1960's / early 1970's, a group of young filmmakers revitalized the German film industry, attaining a world audience for their films.  
To read more: http://www.dhm.de/lemo/html/DasGeteilteDeutschland/KontinuitaetUndWandel/UnruhigeJahre/neuerDeutscherFilm.html
2.  Alexander Kluge (born 1932): To read about Kluge's life and films, go to his homepage: http://www.kluge-alexander.de/
3. The Deutsche Historisches Museum offers a biographical sketch of Rainer Werner Fassbinder (1945-1982): http://www.dhm.de/lemo/html/biografien/FassbinderRainerWerner/.

4. For a racier look into the closet of Fassbinder, the "Enfant terrible" of the "New German Cinema," visit the web-portrait entitled: "Porträt eines Arbeitstiers, für das Sex, Drogen und Film Instrumente der Subversion sind":  http://archives.arte-tv.com/cinema/fassbinder/dtext/portrait.htm 

