Reading Comprehension

23. Kapitel / Chapter 23

Am Anfang war der Draisine

Getting Ready

1. Make a sketch of a bicycle!

2. How many wheels does it have?  What do you use to steer it?  Where does one sit when riding a bicycle?  How is it propelled?  How do you stop a bike? 

Getting Set

1. Take a first look at the text.  What words are used in the text to describe a "Draisine"?

2. What words are used in the German text for contemporary bicycles?

3. What is the significance of the following dates mentioned in the text:

	Date
	Event associated with Date

	1817
	

	about forty years later
	

	1885
	


Read!

1. Word families are related words built on or resulting from a similar stem. The most obvious one in this text is the word "Draisine" derived from the name of the inventor von Drais. The text also contains a number of related words that share the base "Rad". Find the related words in the text that correspond to the English equivalents given below:

	German in Text
	English Equivalent

	das Rad
	wheel

	
	wheels (2x)

	
	bicycle (4x)

	
	front wheel

	
	back wheel

	
	racing bike


2. As the author builds on the history from the original "Draisine" to contemporary bicycles, he also builds continuously new descriptors of the vehicle in question. For example, in order to move from "our bicycle" to "a foot propelled vehicle made of wood," the German utilizes extended adjectival structures based on participles. Find the German expressions in the text that correspond to the English equivalents given below:

	German extended Adjective in Text
	English Equivalent

	
	the first vehicle that preceded our modern bicycles

	
	a foot propelled vehicle made of wood

	
	the person sitting in the saddle

	
	the vehicle, which was not yet equipped with brakes

	
	a street paved with cobble stones

	
	the bicycle equipped with pedal on the front wheel

	
	the bicycle driven by means of a chain on the back wheel

	
	its currently preferred design

	
	the mountain bike which is very popular with young people today


3. Indicate the letter of the phrase in the right-hand column that correctly completes the sentence begun in the left-hand column.

	The sentence begins…
	… and logically concludes with:

	1. Das heutige Fahrrad…
	a. … erfand 1817 die Draisine.

	2. Karl von Drais…
	b. … war eine Kombination vom Fahren und Laufen.

	3. Die erste Draisine…
	c. … kam 1885 in England vor.

	4. Fortbewegung mit der Draisine…
	d. … entwickelte sich von der Draisine.

	5. Herr Fischer aus Schweinfurt… 
	e. … hat sogar Federung.

	6. Ein Fahrrad mit einer Kette… 
	f. … war aus Holz und hatte keine Bremsen.

	7. Viele heutige Fahrräder…
	g. … versah um 1860 sein Rad mit einer Tretkurbel.

	8. Das beliebte Mountainbike…
	h. … haben Handbremsen und Gänge.


4.  Answer the following questions based on a closer reading of the text:


a. Why did people laugh at people using the Draisine?


b. How has today's bicycle remained the same as the original and how has it changed?

Notes and Further Reading

1. "Karlsruhe stellte die Welt auf Räder" is the introduction to the web site dedicated to Karl Wilhelm Friedrich Ludwig Freiherr Drais von Sauerbronn (1785-1851). Read more at: http://de.wikipedia.org/wiki/Draisine_%28Laufmaschine%29 
2. Image:  "Die im Jahre 1817 von Karl von Drais erfundene 'Draisine'" at http://de.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bild:Draisine.jpg 

