Reading Comprehension

24. Kapitel / Chapter 24

"Carl Ossietzky:  Vom Idealismus getragene Leidenschaft"

Getting Reading

1.  What do you know of the political climate in Germany in the last years of the Weimar Republic before Hitler came to power?

2.  In 1936, when the German pacifist, Carl von Ossietzky was awarded the 1935 Nobel Peace Prize, the Nazis ordered him removed to a prison hospital from the concentration camp, where he had been held since 1933.  What do you suppose was the Nazi reaction to Ossietzky's Nobel Prize?

Getting Set

Take a first look at the text and identify the multiple qualifiers used to describe the man, Carl von Ossietzky.  Locate the German originals in the text that are indicated with an English equivalent in the following table!

	German Indicator in Text
	English Equivalent

	
	born in Hamburg in 1889

	
	one of the most pugnacious and bravest publishers of the Weimar Republic

	
	Nobel Peace Prize Laureate

	
	assistant recorder

	
	young defender of human rights

	
	editor of the "Berliner Volkszeitung"

	
	freelance writer

	
	lead-story writer

	
	editor of the "Weltbühne"

	
	a free, non-dogmatic, incorruptible spirit

	
	an independently radical democrat


Read!

1.  Look more closely at the text and assign one of the four following "titles" to each of the paragraphs in the text:  


a. Ossietzky, the Pacifist in Training     


b. Ossietzky,  the Pacifist Newspaperman     


c. Ossietzky, the Anti-Nazi Pacifist Hero     


d. Ossietzky, the Global Pacifist

2.  The article's title, "Vom Idealismus getragene Leidenschaft" suggests that Carl von Ossietzky's passion as well as suffering resulted from a deep-seated idealism.   Which of the following concepts cited in the text tend to demonstrate Ossietzky's passion/suffering, which more so his idealism?  Comment on your interpretation.

	Concept in Text 
	Passion / Suffering
	Idealism
	Comments / Reflections on Text

	eines der streitbarsten und mutigsten Publizisten
	
	
	

	Friedensnobelpreisträger


	
	
	

	an Tuberkulose sterben


	
	
	

	Bestätigung für vertriebene politische Flüchtlinge
	
	
	

	im Geist Kants, der Aufklärung und der 1848er
	
	
	

	Verfechter der Menschenrechte
	
	
	

	der Abbau sozialer Spannungen
	
	
	

	viele Feinde


	
	
	

	die Vitalisierung der Weimarer Republik
	
	
	

	die Stärkung des republikanischen Geistes
	
	
	

	ein Dokument des aufrechten Ganges
	
	
	


Notes and Further Reading

1.  Carl von Ossietzky (1889-1938), German pacifist and a leader of the peace movemeent in Germany after World War I.  His articles in Die Weltbühne, exposing the secret rearmament of Germany landed him in a Nazi concentration camp.  Awarded the Nobel Peace Prize for 1935, O. died of tuberculosis in a Nazi prison.

To read more and see images of Ossietzky: http://www.dhm.de/lemo/html/biografien/OssietzkyCarl/ 

