Reading Comprehension

25. Kapitel / Chapter 25

"Die Rosinenbomber"

Getting Ready

1.  What do you imagine a text will be about that has the title "Die Rosinenbomber?"

2.  What makes the title seem like a paradox?  What do bombs generally do?  What is the purpose of showering someone with sweets?

Getting Set

1.  Skim the text rapidly and find the following items:


a. What time period is being discussed in the text?


b. Who was being supplied and why?


c. How many airplanes flew this route? How many flights did they make and how many tons of freight did they transport?


d. What was the pet name given to the pilots who dropped goodies for the kids?

2. Take a closer look at the German structures in the text, and identify the following phrases located in extended adjectival constructions:


	German extended Adjective in Text
	English Equivalent

	
	flying over Berlin during WWII

	
	carried out by Soviet troops

	
	known for their humor

	
	hand made from bedclothes

	
	which became increasingly strong throughout West Germany during the 1950's


3. Find the following compound words in the German text and based on the context of the sentences, make a translation:

	German
	English Equivalent

	der Weltkrieg
	

	der Lebensunterhalt
	

	die Luftbrücke
	

	Maschinenteile und Gebrauchsgüter
	

	die Stromversorgung
	

	Großflugzeuge
	

	Rosinenbomber
	


Read!

Indicate whether the following statements are "true," "false," or "in no way indicated" based on your reading of the text.  Please be prepared to indicate text source to support your choice.

1.  Devastating bombing of Berlin by the allies took place during World War II.

2.  In only three years time, Berlin's population was greeting the same planes.

3.  Berlin had a population of 2.5 Million Soviet soldiers at the end of the 1940's.

4.  The airlifted goods excluded any type of heavy production items.

5.  A complete power plant was flown in to help Berlin produce electricity.

6.  When the weather was bad, the airplanes were often unable to land. 

7.  Approximately 500 planes flew in excess of two-hundred thousand soirees during the airlift.

8.  The Berlin population developed their quick wit for the first time during the airlift.

9.  The pilot, Gail Havorsen, originated the idea for the "candy bombs."

10.  The American pilots christened their airships "Rosinenbomber" because they heard the children of Berlin calling them that.

11.  The blockade lasted more than a year.

12.  The airlift was the start of an ongoing cooperative effort by the West to support Berlin and West Germany during the Cold War.

Notes and Further Reading

1. The Berlin Blockade (June 1948 - May 1948; Berlin Airlift (June 1948 - September 1949). 

To read more: http://www.semmer.de/airlift/

2. Colonel Gail S. Halvorsen (retired):  served as a C-47/C-54 transport pilot during World War II in the South Atlantic 1944-46. During volunteer assignment in the Berlin Airlift (Operation Vittles), H. instituted Operation Little Vittles by dropping small parachutes laden with candy to the children of Berlin.  Photos and more about his role in the Berlin Blockade at Wikipedia: http://de.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gail_Halvorsen 
