Reading Comprehension

26. Kapitel / Chapter 26

Die Kunst und die Kirche

Getting Ready

1. The test "Die Kunst und die Kirche" talks about Euclidean or "rational" ways of representing the world, especially in art. The art world calls it "perspective." What do you know about perspective in art?

2. The text also talks about a specific set of representational paintings in the Catholic basilica in Assisi, Italy. What are those paintings likely to represent?

3. Take a first look at the text:


a. In paragraph 1, find the name of the first advocate of using perspective in painting.  To what religious order did he belong?


b.  In paragraph 3, find the name of the church and the name of the person whose life if depicted on the walls and ceilings of this church.

Getting Set

A text discussing art logically contains a good number of descriptive adjectives and adverbs. To review adjectives and adverbs go to Chapter 7 & 8 Grammar Charts. Skim the text and find the following descriptive words and indicate in the table whether they are used as adjectives or adverbs. Should you need to, look up the descriptive words and translate it in the last column of the table!

	Descriptive Word in Text
	Adjective
	Adverb
	English Equivalent
	Descriptive Word in Text
	Adjective
	Adverb
	English Equivalent

	frühen
	
	
	
	perspktivische
	
	
	

	physischen
	
	
	
	naturtreue
	
	
	

	flächig
	
	
	
	später
	
	
	

	drei-

dimensionalen
	
	
	
	eigenen
	
	
	

	metaphysische
	
	
	
	neue
	
	
	

	lange
	
	
	
	eindrucksvoll
	
	
	

	größer (2X)
	
	
	
	fundamental
	
	
	

	perspektivistisch-

illusionistischen
	
	
	
	fertiggestellt
	
	
	

	euklidischen
	
	
	
	veränderte
	
	
	

	heiligen (2X)
	
	
	
	meistbesuchten
	
	
	

	ersten (2X)
	
	
	
	metaphysischen
	
	
	

	möglichst
	
	
	
	westlichen
	
	
	


Read!

Read the text more closely and ascertain whether the following statements are "true," "false," or "not mentioned in text" and be prepared to identify specific text to clarify your choice.

   1. Roger Bacon was a Franciscan monk.

   2. Roger Bacon believed that God should be painted larger than angels or mankind.

   3. Roger Bacon took his worldview at least in part from the teachings of Euclid.

   4. Roger Bacon coined the expression "perspective painting."

   5. Perspective fundamentally changed the way Europeans viewed the world.

   6. Europeans became metaphysically more engaged due to the introduction of perspective.

   7. God and mankind have grown closer as a result of perspective.

   8. The completion of the Basilica of Saint Frances of Assisi clearly predates Roger Bacon's teachings regarding perspective.

   9. The basilica in Assisi became a tourist attraction before it was even completed.

  10. The basilica remains an attraction today because of its true-to-life 3-dimensional paintings, which make the viewer feel like s/he has entered the world of the paintings.

Notes and Further Reading

1. Roger Bacon (c. 1214 - 1294?), English Franciscan scholar, philosopher, and scientist. One of the most celebrated teachers at Oxford, B. had an interest far in advance of his times in natural science, in controlled experiments, and in the accurate observation of phenomena. For a short biography in German, go to: http://www.freenet.de/freenet/wissenschaft/archaeologie/raetsel/rogerbacon/06.html
To read more about Roger Bacon and the Franciscan Order: http://www.philolex.de/franzisk.htm 

2. St. Francis of Assisi (1182-1226), founder of the Franciscans, considered one of the greatest Christian saints. Born and died in Assisi; above his tomb is the basilica of St. Francis--two Gothic churches (both consecrated in 1253) decorated with frescoes depicting the life of the saint executed by Florentine painters Cimabue (died c.1302), Giotto (c.1266 - c.1337, and Sienese painter, Martini (c,1283 - 1344).

To read more (Heiliger Franziskus von Assissi): http://www.heiligenlexikon.de/BiographienF/Franziskus_von_Assisi.htm   To read more about "Basilika San Francesco": http://de.wikipedia.org/wiki/Basilika_San_Francesco 

3. To read more in German about the architectural phenomenon of the basilica: http://de.wikipedia.org/wiki/Basilika 

4. Image: Cimabue. "Madonna with Angels and St. Francis." Detail. Fresco. Basilica in San Francesco, Assissi, Italy. http://www.abcgallery.com/C/cimabue/cimabue.html 
