Reading Comprehension

27. Kapitel / Chapter 27

Das Attentat zu Sarajewo

Getting Ready

1. Read through the following facts and figures about Sarajevo (as of 2004):

	1263
	Founding of Sarajevo

	1429
	Sarajevo besieged by the Turks

	1878
	Congress of Berlin gave Sarajevo and rest of Bosnia and Herzegovina to Austria-Hungary

	Early 1900s
	Sarajevo center of Serbian nationalist movement

	1914: June 28
	Assassination in Sarajevo of Archduke Francis Ferdinand immediate cause of World War I

	1914-1918
	World War I

	1918
	Sarajevo and the rest of Bosnia and Herzegovina incorporated into Yugoslavia

	1939-1945
	Sarajevo scene of important battles in World War II; considerable destruction

	1946
	University of Sarajevo founded

	1984
	Sarajevo hosts Winter Olympics

	1991
	Estimated population 529,000

	1991: October
	Bosnia and Herzegovina declare independence from Yugoslavia

	1992
	Outbreak of war between Serbs and Croats each claiming large segments of territory

	1992-1996
	Sarajevo under siege; massive destruction

	2004
	Capital City of Bosnia and Herzegovina, located on the Bosnia River; Seat of an Orthodox Eastern metropolitan, a Roman Catholic archbishop and the chief ulema of the Bosnian Muslims


Getting Set

1. Take a first look at the text and based solely on the dates and names that you find by skimming the first paragraph; ascertain the text's likely topic.

2. Paragraph 2 introduces a statement from an interview on the 40th anniversary of the event in Paragraph 1. What might the content of this statement be?

Read!

1. Look more closely at the first paragraph and collect the basic information about the this monumental event:

	Date
	Place
	Information regarding victim(s)
	Information regarding perpetrator(s)

	
	
	
	


2. In fact we find a good deal more information about the perpetrator than about the victims. Give specifics in the following table:

	Name
	Age in 1914
	Profession in 1914
	Profession in life
	Crime
	Punishment

	
	
	
	
	
	


3. How does the text explain the fact that the subject of the interview in Paragraph 2 lived to celebrate the 40th anniversary of his crime?

4. What position does the interviewee take with regard to the following?


a. His view of national politics


b. His view of assassination as a political tool

5. Does the text regard this event as absolutely critical to world history?  What hypothetical suppositions are suggested?

Notes and Further Reading

1. Crown-Prince Franz Ferdinand (1863 - 1914) and the First World War (1914-1918): http://www.deutsche-schutzgebiete.de/kuk_franz_ferdinand.htm 

2. Alles über den Ersten Weltkrieg -- Facts, Figures, Maps: http://www.wcurrlin.de/links/basiswissen/basiswissen_erster_weltkrieg.htm 

3. Image: last photo of Crown-Prince Franz Ferdinand, June 28, 1914 in Sarajevo, and arrest of the suspects can be seen at the virtual museum site of Berlin's "Deutsches Historisches Museum": http://www.dhm.de/lemo/html/wk1/kriegsverlauf/sarajewo/index.html 
