Reading Comprehension  

28. Kapitel / Chapter 28  

In Gesamt-Westdeutschland sind die Ostdeutschen Einwanderer (pp. 267-268)    

Getting Ready    

1.  What dichotomy is established in the title of this reading?

2. What does the title imply about East Germans in Germany today?  How can it be, that an East German might be classified as an "immigrant" in Germany?   

Getting Set    

1. What are the titles of the two creative works mentioned in the first paragraph of the text?  

2. When were the two works created? 

3.  How much time had passed between the German reunification and the creation of these two works?

4.  What's the name of the main character in the quoted movie?

Read!    

1. Take a close look at the first paragraph and identify SEVEN descriptors used in reference to East Germans. 


a.



e.


b.



f.


c.



g.


d.

Why do you think that some of them occur in quotation marks?

2.  What are chief elements of the "irritations" or "conflicts" that the essayist Staud mentioned in his article?  

3.  How does the film character's statement about being from a different country concur with or differ from Staud's depiction of East Germans in the title of his article?

4.  What is the setting of the scene that Staud quotes from Beckers film?  What tensions become apparent even from his short description of the scene?

5.  Re-read the two paragraphs quoted from Staud's article and ascertain which of the following statements are "true" and which are "false."  Be prepared to correct false statements with evidence from the text.


a.  Alex and his father live in a villa in Wannsee.


b.  Alex and his two siblings watch television.


c.  Then name of the television show is "Good bye, Lenin!"


d.  Alex does not say: "I come from the GDR."


e.  Alex does not say: "I come from 'the Zone'."


f.  Staud created this scene to substantiate his claim that East Germans "come from a completely different country."


g.  Staud thinks unity could have worked better, if people had recognized that East Germans "come from a completely different country."

6. Do you think that these 2003 quotes from Staud end on a positive or negative note?  What words or expressions do you find in the third paragraph that lead you to this conclusion?  

Notes and Further Reading    

1. To read the complete text of Toralf Staud's article "Ossis sind Türken.  13 Jahre Einheit:  In Gesamt-Westdeutschland sind die Ostdeutschen Einwanderer ©DIE ZEIT (#41, October 10, 2003), go to: http://www.zeit.de/2003/41/Einwanderer?page=all 

2. You will find definitive information about Wolgang Becker's 2003 Good bye, Lenin! at the film's official website: http://www.good-bye-lenin.de/index2.php 
