Reading Comprehension

29. Kapitel / Chapter 29

Ein Maler, der Spuren malt: Cy-Twombly-Retrospektive in Berlin

Getting ready

1. What do you know about the painter, Cy Twombly?

2. What expectations does a viewer have attending a "retrospective" of an artist's works?

Getting Set

1. What does the title of this text call Cy Twombly?

2. Note all the names and words you recognize when you skim the text and place them in the following chart:

	Names of Artists
	Museums/Galleries
	Art Concepts

	
	
	


3. The title of the text, the list of words outlined above, as well as the composition of the text (three paragraphs) suggests three related topics: a painter with a specific style of work, a retrospective show of that work, and a city/museum where the work is shown. 

Look at the text again and decide which paragraph concentrates on which one of these three related topics.

	Paragraph
	Topic

	
	a painter with a specific style of work

	
	a retrospective show of that work

	
	a city/museum where the work is shown


Read!

1. Locate the following relative pronouns in the text and identify the antecedent to which each refers:

	Relative Pronoun
	(location)
	Antecedent

	… , die
	(sentence 1, paragraph 1)
	

	… , die
	(sentence 1, paragraph 2)
	

	…, in die
	(sentence 1, paragraph 2)
	

	… , der
	(sentence 2, paragraph 2)
	

	… , das
	(sentence 2, paragraph 3)
	

	… , in denen
	(sentence 3, paragraph 3)
	

	… , die
	(sentence 4, paragraph 3)
	


2. Look at the text again and use your answers from the previous exercise to help find the correct answers to the following multiple-choice activity.

a. Das MOMA ist das Museum,

    * das die Retrospektive geplant und eingerichtet hat.

    * in dem die letzte Station der Retrospektive stattfindet.

    * das Mies van der Rohe entworfen hat.

b. Berlin ist die einzige europäische Stadt,

    * die ein Museum hat.

    * in der Cy Twombly gelebt und gearbeitet hat.

    * in der die Retrospektive zu sehen war.

c. Cy Twombly ist ein Maler,

    * der Grafitti nicht malt.

    * der Spuren malt.

    * der kleine Bildformate malt.

d. Rotella ist ein italienischer Künstler,

    * der die Nationalgalerie entworfen hat.

    * der im Umkreis der Noveau Réalisme aktiv war.

    * der 50 bis 60 Jahre alt ist.

e. In Twomblys Werken ist Grafitti ein Effekt,

    * der an die Kunst der 50er und 60er erinnert.

    * der Mies von der Rohe in Berlin eingeführt hat.

    * der an das Mittelmeer gebunden ist.

3. Review the following sentences taken from the text and indicate which paraphrase most closely equates to its meaning in the indicated context:

a. "Einige wenige Bilder konnten nicht die Reise nach Berlin antreten, dafür kamen andere hinzu." (Paragraph 1)

    * The exhibit in New York was much larger than the exhibit in Berlin.

    * Few of the pictures from New York travelled with the exhibit to Berlin.

    * A few of the New York pictures were replaced by others in Berlin.

b. "Die Berliner Nationalgalerie (. . .) besitzt gegenüber dem New Yorker Museum ein Plus: austarierte, helle Räume, in die das Tageslicht immer wieder einbricht, so dass Twomblys Faszination mit Weiß noch stärker auffällt." (Paragraph 2)

    * The lighting of the rooms in Berlin proved problematic because of the artist's frequent use of white paint.

    * The lighting of the rooms in Berlin helped to show off the artist's work.

    * The rooms and the lighting in Berlin fascinated the painter, (because of his interest in sunny Italy).

c. "Dieser Phase gehen Arbeiten voran, in denen sich ein autistischer Mitteilungsdrang ausdrückt." (Paragraph 3)

    * Earlier works expressed a pressing need to get a message across.

    * The need to express a message was just a passing phase.

    * Other works would come later, in which there was a pressing need to express a message.

4. To what extent does this short text accomplish the title's promise of topics to be addressed? How does the text describe "die Spuren, die der Maler malt"?

Notes and Further Reading

1. Cy Twombly (born 1928), American painter. To view paintings by Twombly in museums and galleries around the world, go to: http://www.artcyclopedia.com/artists/twombly_cy.html 

2. Image: Untitled, Rome, June 1960. Oil, pencil, and oil stick on canvas, 37 1/2 x 40 1/16 inches. Solomon R. Guggenheim Museum: http://www.guggenheimcollection.org/site/artist_work_md_156_1.html 

