Reading Comprehension

Kapitel 2 / Chapter 2

Johann Sebastian Bach:  Seine Musik und seine Familie (pp. 22-23)

Getting Ready

1.  What associations does the name Johann Sebastian Bach bring to mind?

2.  Based on the second part of the title, what do you expect to read about Bach in this text?

Getting Set

1.  Quickly skim the text for personal names in the text and enter them into the table below!

2.  Skim the text again for dates and enter them into the table!

3.  Skim the text once more for names of places and enter them into the table!
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	Places
	Verbs 

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


Read

1.  As you read the text, use the table above to help organize the information in the text.  Connect the names with the dates and places.  


a.  Where and when was Johann Sebastian Bach born?  


b.  What did Bach do in 1700 and 1702 in Lüneburg?


c.  What die Maria Barbara (Bach) do in 1707 and 1720?


d.  Where and when did Bach die?

2.  Complete the table by filling in the verb corresponding to each of the names.  

3.  Looking at the completed table, summarize the content of the text.

Notes and Further Reading

1.  Sachsen-Weimar:  former duchy in Thuringia in central Germany; 1707-1707 residence of J. S. Bach; cultural center of German classicism and home to J.W. v. Goethe and F. von Schiller late 18th to early 19th century.

Read more:  

Grand Duchy Sachsen-Weimar: 

http://www.deutsche-schutzgebiete.de/grossherzogtum_sachsen-weimar.htm
2.  Brandenburger Konzerte (completed 1721) by J. S. Bach, recognized as the best concerti grossi of all time.

Read (hear!) more: http://www.preussen-chronik.de/episoden/002480.jsp
3.  Orgelbüchlein (1723) collection of 45 chorale preludes by J. S. Bach ("the little organ book")

Read more in Wikipedia: 

http://de.wikipedia.org/wiki/Orgelb%C3%BCchlein
4.  Johann Sebastian Bach (1685-1750), German composer and organist, one of the most influential composers of western music, creating polyphonic baroque music and creating masterpieces in almost every known musical form of his period.

Read more:

Bachhaus Eisenach (Bach's birthplace): http://www.bachhaus.de/home.htm
