Reading Comprehension

30. Kapitel / Chapter 30

Der Name Berlin

Getting Ready

1. The text begins with the date 1237: What does this date likely represent in this brief summary of the history of the name of Berlin?

2. The final paragraph refers to the 750th anniversary of the city. Doing some quick math based on question #1, what year did this anniversary take place?

Getting Set

1. The text discusses three basic themes


a. Milestones in the historical dating of the city of Berlin


b. Origins of the city's name


c. Variants of the city's coat of arms

Skim through the text and decide which theme or themes is/are the chief topic/s of the text's seven paragraphs! (The entries already made correspond to information in "Getting Ready" above)

	Paragraph
	Dating Milestone
	Origin of Name
	Coat of Arms

	1
	X
	
	

	2
	
	
	

	3
	
	
	

	4
	
	
	

	5
	
	
	

	6
	
	
	

	7
	X
	
	


2. What is the primary figure that dominates not only the coat of arms, but which is also suggested as a possible origin of the name Berlin?

3. Locate the dates mentioned in the text and then match the changes in the emblematic representation / coat of arms mentioned in the text and briefly outlined in the final row of the following table:

	Date in Text
	Corresponding description

	1237
	

	1338-1448
	

	1460-1700
	

	post 1918
	

	1954
	

	    * Berlin symbol standing wearing golden crown

    * Berlin and Brandenburg symbols together without attachment

    * No coat of arms at this time

    * Brandenburg symbol possibly dominating Berlin symbol

    * Berlin symbol standing wearing red crown


Read!

Read the text again for details and ascertain whether the following statements are "true", "false", or "not discussed" in the reading. Be prepared to defend your decision with concrete information from the text.

1. It is not completely clear what the name Berlin means.

2. There has been debate about the ethnic make-up of the original settlement from which the city of Berlin grew.

3. Berlin's anniversary celebrations reflect documents that date from the year 1237.

4. Bears once inhabited the stony embankments for which Berlin is named.

5. Albrecht of Brandenburg officially proclaimed the bear as Berlin's symbol.

6. The bear is associated with Berlin in much the same way that the eagle is associated with Brandenburg.

7. An earlier coat of arms displaying both bear and eagle indicates that there may have been tension between Berlin and Brandenburg.

8. Brandenburg tried to usurp the emblem of the bear for its coat of arms.

9. Berlin's coat of arms was changed along with political changes during the 20th century.

10. Hans Scholz proved in a newspaper article, that Berlin is related to a family name.

Notes and Further Reading

1. The name "Berlin" http://www.luise-berlin.de/Objekt/Topographie/WoherBerlin.htm 

2. Development of Berlin A-Z from @1250 to today: http://www.luise-berlin.de/index.html and a chronicle of events in the history of Berlin: http://www.chronik-berlin.de/ 

3. Detailed information and pictures of the Berlin Bear on seals and coats of arms throughout Berlin's history: http://de.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wappen_Berlins and together with information on the coat of arms for each Berlin city district: http://www.zok-online.de/homepage/wappen/berlin/stadtwappen.html 
