Reading Comprehension

Kapitel 3 / Chapter 3

Leben des Galilei:  Ein Theaterstück in fünfzehn Bildern von Bertholt Brecht (pp. 33-34)

Getting Ready

1.  What do you know about Galileo Galilei?

2.  What do you know about the Copernican system?

3.  One of the most famous lines spoken by Brecht's Galileo is: "Es bewegt sich doch!"  What might it be that surprisingly turns out to be a moving object?

Getting Set

1.  What is the word Brecht uses to subdivide the content of his play?  How many titles make up the text?


a.  Take a preliminary look at the titles 1-5.  Who's responsible for the actions in each of the first five scenarios (ie. who is the subject)?


b.  Look at the titles 6-12.  What has become of the subject(s) from the first five scenes?


c.  Finally:  Who and/or what is/are the subject(s) of the titles for final three Scenarios?

2.  Which of the Scenarios are dated?  What is the effect of the dates?

Read!

This summary of the events from the life of Galileo follows the sequence of Brecht's Scenarios.  As you read the text, complete the summary with information you find in the reading.


Galileo is a 


 teacher in the city of 



.  He's studying the 



 system of the universe.  G. makes his discoveries using a 


.  One of his 


 warns him that his discoveries might get him into trouble, but G. has confidence about 


.


Galileo leaves Venice and moves to the royal court in 


.  Even the 



 doesn't distract him in his research.  In 1616 the research institute at the Vatican 



 G's discoveries, however, the 



 bans him from teaching about these discoveries.


Eight years later a new pope, who is himself a 


, gives G. hope that he can renew his 



.  In the next 



, G's teachings gain popularity among the common people.


In the year 

, Galileo recants his teaching about the 

 of the 




.  G. lives out his life in a country house near 


 until his death in 


.  G's book, "


", survived him after being smuggled out of 


   in 1637.

Notes and Further Reading

1. "Das Leben des Galilei:  Ein Theaterstück in fünfzehn Bildern" (1943), written by Bertholt Brecht (1898-1956).  

2.  Galileo Galilei (1564-1642), Italian astronomer, mathematician, and physicist.  G investigated natural laws to create the foundations for modern experimental science.  His construction of astronomical telescopes expanded human understanding of the universe.
To read more (at a site with simplified text  called "Physik für Kinder"): http://www.physikfuerkids.de/historie/galilei/galilei1.html  (and here for grown-ups): http://www.galilei-online.de/ 
3.  Copernican system, first modern European theory of planetary motion that was heliocentric, whereby the planet revolve around the sun.  The Polish astronomer, Copernicus (1473-1543) worked in Poland and then Italy in the early 16th century.  Modern astronomy has built on his system, published just before he died in 1543. 

To read more (at Wikipedia): http://de.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nikolaus_Kopernikus 
Bertholt Brecht (1898-1956), German dramatist and poet.  B's experimental theater, most notably the epic theater plays such as "Mother Courage and her Children" (1941),  and "Galileo" (1943), revolutionized German theater by depicting lifetimes through a series of scenarios intended to open the viewers eyes to injustices in capitalist society.

To read more (biography and bibliography at Suhrkamp's authors' website): http://www.suhrkamp.de/autoren/autor.cfm?id=568 
