Reading Comprehension

Kapitel 6 / Chapter 6

Der 17. Juni 1953 (pp. 68-69)

Getting Ready

1.  How do written forms of calendar dates in English and German differ?  What sort of confusion might result from mixing them up?

2.  When was the last time you read about or knew someone involved in a labor dispute that led to a strike action?  What were the issues?  What issues are likely to be involved in a strike action?  Who are the parties involved in strikes and to what sort of actions do people on strike resort?   

Getting Set

1.  Take a preliminary look at paragraphs 1-3 and identify the following:


a.  Dates


b.  The name of a country


c.  The name of an author

2.  What's the title of the author's book?  What is the subject of the book?  Is it fiction or non-fiction?

3.Take a preliminary look at the rest of the text. What does the punctuation suggest about the text type? 


a.  Note that the word "sagte" recurs frequently in the text.  What other variations occur to indicate more specifically how a speaker expressed himself?


b.  How many people are involved in the conversation in the text?  What are their names?

Read!

1.  As you read the text, work with the notes you made in response to 3a. and 3b above.  Use the table below to connect the speaker to the verb indicating how the speaker expressed himself:

	
	sagte
	warnte
	deklamierte
	dachte
	sagte heiser
	rief
	verstummte

	Kallmann
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Bartel
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Wiesener
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Teterow
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	(all the) others
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


2.  As you read, keep in mind the following paraphrases of the workers' speeches as they debate about conflicting identities, group memberships, and loyalties in the GDR's paradoxical 1953 situation: Workers calling on workers to strike against the "workers' state" made up by the workers themselves! 

As you read the calls for and against what amounts in GDR logic to a strike against themselves, take notes of which of the workers said / warned / declaimed / thought / hoarsely said / or shouted the texts which significance are paraphrased below:

	Who expressed:
	Something very similar to…

	
	"Traditionally the voice of the workers' state was a delegation of workers."

	
	"Down with the work standards, down with them!

	
	"Opposition is not directed at our workers' state, the workers' party, but at the unfair expectations effecting the workers."

	
	"Strikes are used against oppressors, but we—the workers, the workers' party, the workers' state—we have done away with oppression."

	
	"There's always the possibility that one of our colleagues has insider information regarding danger from the state security."

	
	"It'll be my fault if there's a strike; I was the first to mention it, 'cause I wanted to warn them against it, now they've turned against me, against us, against themselves."

	
	"The wheels are standing still, if that's what we will."


3.  Now re-read the text and indicate which side ends up with the upper hand as the discussion proceeds.  

	Colleague
	pro strike
	anti strike
	undecided

	Kallmann
	
	
	

	Bartel
	
	
	

	Wiesener
	
	
	

	Teterow
	
	
	

	(all the) others
	
	
	


Notes and Further Reading

1. The 17. Juni 1953: Forced changes brought about in the East Germany through Stalin's influence, together with food shortages and other economic hardships stirred workers demonstrated first in Berlin and then throughout the GDR on June 17-18, 1953.  The uprising was suppressed by intervention of Soviet tanks.  It proved to be the one and only popular uprising in the GDR previous to November 1989.  A flood of new information and sources became available in the post-GDR years and flourished particularly around the 50th anniversary of the event. 

To read more: 17. Juni 1953 Homepage: http://www.17juni.de/home/index.html 

To see the German television summary ("Wochenschau") of the events go to the webiste of the German Historical Museum: http://www.dhm.de/lemo/html/DasGeteilteDeutschland/JahreDesAufbausInOstUndWest/ZweiStaatenZweiWege/17Juni1953.html 
2.  Biographic information on Stefam Heym (1913-2001: http://www.dhm.de/lemo/html/biografien/HeymStefan/
3. Literary estimation of Heym's novel,  5 Tage im Juni: Roman, (Munich, 1974): http://www.versalia.de/forum/beitrag.php?board=v_forum&thread=2026 
