 Reading Comprehension

Kapitel 7 / Chapter 7

Die Romantik (pp. 76-77)

Getting Ready

1.  Which of the following concepts do you associate with "Romanticism"

	rationality
	yes
	no
	irrationality
	yes
	no

	sobriety
	yes
	no
	feelings
	yes
	no

	fantasy
	yes
	no
	structure
	yes
	no

	mystery
	yes
	no
	morals
	yes
	no

	ethics
	yes
	no
	nature
	yes
	no

	home-life
	yes
	no
	culture
	yes
	no

	folktales
	yes
	no
	supernatural
	yes
	no

	nighttime
	yes
	no
	emotions
	yes
	no

	fairy tales
	yes
	no
	theory
	yes
	no

	light
	yes
	no
	health
	yes
	no

	darkness
	yes
	no
	exoticism
	yes
	no

	wealth
	yes
	no
	reality 
	yes
	no

	politics
	yes
	no
	solitude
	yes
	no

	city life
	yes
	no
	dreams
	yes
	no

	daytime
	yes
	no
	spirituality
	yes
	no

	common sense
	yes
	no
	sunshine
	yes
	no

	desire
	yes
	no
	wanderlust
	yes
	no

	work
	yes
	no
	adventure
	yes
	no


2.  Name romantic works and / or artists that come to mind.  Do those works correspond to your "yes" list above?

Getting Set

1.  Take a first look at the text.  What are the dates given to define the romantic period in Germany?

2.  The two words "Romantik" and "Romantiker" recur fairly often in the text.  After locating them, explain just how they seem to differ.  

3.  Look back through the text again and make a list of names given as examples of "Romantiker."

Read!

1. Here are four short titles that might be used as headings for the four paragraphs in the reading text.  As you read, consider which title best summarizes or encompasses the content of each paragraph.  Then note key words that informed your choice of titles.

	"Title"
	Paragraph
	Key Words

	Multifaceted 
	
	

	Soulful
	
	

	Revolutionary
	
	

	Definition
	
	


2.  Here are four more "subtitles."  Look at each paragraph again and select a subtitle that adds still more organizational structure to the reading process.

	"Title"
	"Subtitle"
	Paragraph
	Key Words

	
	Deep Dark Discoveries
	
	

	
	At Home and Abroad
	
	

	
	Wo-Male / Fe-Man
	
	

	
	No Stone Left Unturned
	
	


3.  Using the knowledge you have gained through reading and the key words you noted, summarize the text!

Notes and Further Reading

1. Literary history:  Die Romantik: Die Epoche der Romantik (1798-1835)

To read more: http://www.pohlw.de/literatur/epochen/romantik.htm 
2.  Kinder- und Hausmärchen der Brüder Grimm [Grimm's Fairy Tales] (1812-1815) collected by Jakob Grimm  German philologist, folklorist and a founder of comparative philology (1785-1863) and his brother and fellow folklorist and philologist, Wilhelm Grimm (1786-1859)

To read more: http://gutenberg.spiegel.de/grimm/maerchen/0htmldir.htm
Carl Maria Friedrich Ernst von Weber (1786-1826), German composer and pianist, considered the founder of the German romantic opera. His works combine nationalist emotion with supernatural elements from German folklore.

To read more at Wikipedia: http://de.wikipedia.org/wiki/Carl_Maria_von_Weber
Franz Peter Schubert (1797-1828), Austrian composer.  Schubert's songs, such as Der Erlkönig and Die schöne Müllerin, epitomize romantic lyricism.
To read more about him: http://www.onlinekunst.de/januar/31_01_Literatur_Schubert.htm
Felix Mendelssohn (1809-47), German composer, one of the major figures of 19th-century music.  M's  first mature work, the Overture to A Midsummer Night's Dream was composed at age 17 and celebrates romantic themes on the piano.

To his read his biography, a list of his works, and see a photo album: http://www.karadar.com/Worterbuch/mendelssohn.html 
Bettina von Arnim (1785-1859), born Elizabeth Brentano, A was a German romantic writer, as were her husband, Achim Arnim (1781-1831), and her brother, Clemens Brentano (1778-1842).  Her correspondence with Goethe and Beethoven are historical documents filled with romantic poetry.

To read more about and by her: http://gutenberg.spiegel.de/autoren/arnimb.htm
Caroline Schlegel-Schelling (1763-1809), central figure in the early romantic period.  She was married from 1796-1802 to the German romantic poet, August Wilhelm von Schlegel (1767-1845) and later to the German philosopher, Friedrich W. Schelling (1775-1854).

To read more about and by her: 

http://www.uni-ulm.de/LiLL/3.0/D/frauen/biografien/Jh18/schleg.htm
