Reading Comprehension  

8. Kapitel  / Chapter 8  

Dioramenmaler:  Der nicht so gut bekannte Schinkel (pp.86-87)    

Getting Ready    

1.  What is a diorama?    According to the 10th edition of Merriam-Webster's Collegiate Dictionary, a diorama is  "a scenic representation in which a partly translucent painting is seen from a distance through an opening."  This type of painting became popular above all in France and England around the same time that Schinkel was painting dioramas in Berlin.  Merriam-Webster says further, that a diorama can also be "a scenic representation in which sculptured  figures and lifelike details are displayed usually in miniature so as to blend  indistinguishably with a realistic painted background."  (Merriam-Webster, 2001, p. 326).    

2.  What do you know about Karl Friedrich Schinkel?    

Getting Set    

1.  Skim the text and decide which of the following headings corresponds to the four  paragraphs in the text:    

	Heading
	Paragraph #

	Schinkel's less well-known works
	

	Schinkel's great architectural works
	

	Descriptions of Schinkel's Dioramas
	

	Definition of a Diorama
	


2.  What words in each paragraph lead you to your choice?    

Read!    

Based on a closer look at the text, ascertain whether each of the following statements is  "true" or "false" or whether "no mention" is made of the topic.  Be prepared to explain  your decision by citing specific lines in the text. 

1.  Schinkel is best known as a Berlin architect.  

2.  His earliest architectural masterpieces date from 1806-1808.  

3.  Schinkel's works can still be seen today.  

4.  The French occupied Berlin throughout Schinkel's years of production.  

5.  Schinkel worked closely with the French occupational government.  

6.  The art of the diorama is based upon illusion.  

7.  Schinkel's dioramas are among those whose effect was increased via music.  

8.  Schinkel's occupation with dioramas continued until he was in his early 30's.  

9.  Schinkel's "Panorama von Palermo" was well received by Friedrich Wilhelm III.

Notes and Further Reading    

1.  Karl Friedrich Schinkel (1781-1841), German architect and painter.  S. was a member  of the Berlin Academy and after 1820 professor.  He worked in lithography, etching and illustration, but is best known as the official state architect of Prussia.  His most famous buildings in Berlin include the Royal Guard House (1816-1818), Royal Theater (1818-1821), and Altes Museum (1822-1830).  

To read more and see images of Schinkel's works:  http://www.onlinekunst.de/maerz/13_03_Schinkel_Karl_F.htm   

Short biography: http://www.dhg-westmark.de/schinkel.html 

German Wikipedia information on the life and works of Schinkel:

http://de.wikipedia.org/wiki/Karl_Friedrich_Schinkel 
2.  Diorama:  Development and use of the diorama according to Wikipedia: http://de.wikipedia.org/wiki/Diorama 
3.  Example of Karl Friedrich Schinkel's dioramas: http://www.zlb.de/projekte/advent/ausstellung.htm 

