Reading Comprehension

9. Kapitel / Chapter 9

Die Anfänge Bertolt Brechts

Getting Ready

1. Anfänge: In 1. Kapitel  you read a text entitled "Aller Anfang ist schwer."

Considering that motto and the title here in 9. Kapitel , what might one assume about Brecht's Anfänge?

2. Bertolt Brecht is perhaps the most renowned German playwright of the 20th century. Which Brecht works can you name?

Getting Set

1. Skim the text and quickly and underline all the dates you find. If the first date represents Brecht's birth date, how old is the writer within the entire framework of the text?

2. Paragraph 1 and Paragraph 2 mention the two most important people in Brecht's earliest years. Who were they?

3. Paragraph 3 lists three early plays and a critic who reviewed them. Find these names!

Read!

1. Read the text more closely and match the dates you underlined in the activity above with the events in Brecht's early years listed in the table below!

	Brecht Beginnings' Episode
	Year Cited in Text

	Brecht is born in Augsburg.
	

	Brecht attends high school.
	

	Brecht's father becomes factory director.
	

	Brecht publishes poetry in school paper.
	

	Brecht survives war experience.
	

	Brecht's mother dies.
	

	Brecht receives award for early plays.
	


2. Take a closer look at Paragraph 3, and answer the following questions.


a.  What are the names of Brecht's earliest renowned plays?


b.  Which play is discussed here in some detail?


c.  What do you learn here about the protagonist of the play?


d. How do the first reactions by audiences and critics to this protagonist differ from the reactions of other characters in the play to the protagonist?


e.  Who and/or what played a critical role in getting Brecht started on his successful career?

Notes and Further Reading

1. Bertolt Brecht (1898-1956), German dramatist and poet known for his sharp wit, outspoken Marxism, and revolutionary experiments in the theater. His early plays, such as Baal (1919) and Drums in the Night (1922), are examples of nihilistic expressionism.

To read more and see images of the young Brecht, go to Deutsches Historisches Museum online biography: http://www.dhm.de/lemo/html/biografien/BrechtBertolt/

2. Baal (1919): Information on film version (2004) of Brecht's play: http://www.3sat.de/3sat.php?http://www.3sat.de/theater/programm/61394/

