Oral Final – Protocol 

I.  Pre – Meeting with student partners


A.  Students have received the following description of the interview situation:

"As a part of the final exam, you will asked to assume a role in one of the following role-plays.  This partnered activity will take place during your scheduled written final exam and be evaluated by a 1101 instructor other than your own.  The oral final represents 5% of your total grade for the course.  You will be evaluated on content, communication, vocabulary from chapters 1-6, accuracy of forms, and creativity.  You will be asked to play out one of the possible scenarios, and also be able to answer the instructor's questions regarding the content of your role play.  NO NOTES can be used for the role play.  Your best preparation is to work on all four scenarios with your partner--this is a good review of vocabulary from chapters 1-6.


You will be asked to play out one of the following role plays with a partner:



a.  Du sitzt in der Mensa und sprichst mit einem Freund.



b.  Du bist Student/Studentin an der Uni.  



c.  Du und eine Freundin suchen eine Wohnung. 



d.  Du suchst einen Job in den Winterferien .

The instructor will ask you and your partner to re-tell the story you have acted out, in order to ascertain how clearly you understand your partner's role!"


B.  Students should have worked with their partner and will have either learned vocabulary and structures to perform each of the four situations and/or have learned dialogs more or less by heart.  In either case they will be nervous and under test strain, since the oral takes place during the written final.


C.  On the morning/afternoon of the exam, exchange packets of oral-test grading sheets with your testing partner instructor (see attached sheet #1).  Names of students are to have been filled in by their instructor and stapled or clipped together so the testing instructor can identify pairs.  Check the packet through with your partner before proceeding to the testing phase!


D.  Find a quiet place where you can sit and talk with and hear the students performing.

II.  Warming up


A.  Go to the testing room and read the names of both students, and as you move to your testing space, explain to them IN GERMAN where you are heading, and what's ahead:  "Guten Morgen.  Ich bin Yesim / Sofian / Marcus / Sam.  Wir gehen zu meinem Büro und machen ein Interview.  Kommen Sie mit" or some such.  This sets the tone that the proceedings are to take place in German and lets them hear you speak some German.


B.  Begin the encounter with small talk:  So, wie war das Semester?  Haben Sie viel Deutsch gelernt?"


C.  Warm – up 1:  Ask each student his/her name / place of origin / course of study. :  This gives them a chance to answer familiar questions and for you to get your grade sheets organized regarding who is who.  


D. Warm – up 2:  Using the two different places of origin or fields of study, get the two students to tell each other some bit of information about themselves/their home town.  For example:  So, Robert, Sie kommen aus Texas.  Können Sie Maria das Wetter in Texas im Winter beschreiben.  (does he need help? then prompt:  "Wie ist das Wetter im Winter in Texas?")  …  Und Maria, wie ist das Wetter in Maine im Winter?  …  Was denken Sie Robert, möchten Sie im Winter lieber in T oder in Maine wohnen?  Warum?  Und Sie, Maria?

III.  Der Dialog


A.  Warm – up is over, so 


1.  take out the four dialog cards (see attached sheet 2) and 


2.  introduce the next phase of the test:  "So, Sie haben für heute Dialoge / Situationen vorbereitet.  Ich möchte Ihren Dialog hören.  Bitte wählen Sie eine Situation.  (Let them draw one sheet).  


3.  Have student read the English situation:  Bitte, lesen Sie die Situation auf Englisch vor.  …


4.  Ask:  "Verstehen Sie die Situation?"  and clarify it if necessary


5.  Tell them:  So, spielen Sie bitte die Siutation!


B.  Grading the students' intercourse: 

I generally write down what students say as they go along to have a bit of a record after the interview


1.  In evaluating the dialog portion of this test, pay special attention to and make notes (for each student) about whether 



a.  student engages and responds



b.  circumlocutes at an appropriate level and/or by creating with the language



c. accuracy promotes communication (in dialog and in retelling by other students).  


2.  The overall grade should reflect each student's individual ability plus the ability to interact, and your notes + scores on top half of the worksheet should help you tally a final score.

Communication:








   COMMENTS:


Does student engage interviewer

10
9
8
7
6
5









very well/yes/fairly well/hardly/no


Does student respond to interviewer? 
10
9
8
7
6
5









very well/yes/fairly well/hardly/no

Content:

Do the students create with the language?  
10
9
8
7
6
5









very well/yes/fairly well/hardly/no


Can the student retell the situation?  
10
9
8
7
6
5









very well/yes/fairly well/hardly/no

Vocabulary:


Does student use variety of vocab correctly?10
9
8
7
6
5









very well/yes/fairly well/hardly/no


Can the student circumlocute?  

10
9
8
7
6
5









very well/yes/fairly well/hardly/no

Structures:

Does grammar promote communication?  
10
9
8
7
6
5









very well/yes/fairly well/hardly/no


Does student show general command of verbs?10
9
8
7
6
5









very well/yes/fairly well/hardly/no

IV.  Re-telling the situation:  


1.  After students are done dialoging, make some sort of closing remark:  Ach das war interessant!  or "Das ist ein Problem ich möchte nicht gerne haben."  etc.


2.  Get each student to tell what the other did / said; or if this doesn't work, ask specific questions that lead them to talk about the dialog they just did


3.  Ask a couple of questions that lead from the situation—for example:  Haben Sie Angst, wenn Sie eine Prüfung schreiben?  or Wie ist Ihre Wohnung?  depending on the situation they dialoged.


4.  Again—take notes and possibly change your score on the worksheet up or down depending on these new exchanges.

V.  Wrap – up


End with:  "So, das war sehr gut.  Die Prüfung ist zu Ende.  Was machen Sie in den Winterferien?  Und welchen Deutschkurs machen Sie nächstes Semester?"  


Send them back to the testing room; do your scoring; proceed to next testing pair.  Have fun!
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GRADING WORKSHEET
Achtung: In evaluating this test, pay special attention to and make notes below (for each student) about whether student engages and responds; whether student circumlocutes at an appropriate level and/or by creates with the language, and whether accuracy promotes communication (in dialog and in retelling by other students).  The overall grade at the bottom should reflect each student's individual ability and  ability to interact, based on the notes + scores made on top half of the worksheet.

Communication:








   COMMENTS:


Does student engage interviewer

10
9
8
7
6
5









very well/yes/fairly well/hardly/no


Does student respond to interviewer? 
10
9
8
7
6
5









very well/yes/fairly well/hardly/no

Content:

Do the students create with the language?  
10
9
8
7
6
5









very well/yes/fairly well/hardly/no


Can the student retell the situation?  
10
9
8
7
6
5









very well/yes/fairly well/hardly/no

Vocabulary:


Does student use variety of vocab correctly?10
9
8
7
6
5









very well/yes/fairly well/hardly/no


Can the student circumlocute?  

10
9
8
7
6
5









very well/yes/fairly well/hardly/no

Structures:

Does grammar promote communication?  
10
9
8
7
6
5









very well/yes/fairly well/hardly/no


Does student show general command of verbs?10
9
8
7
6
5









very well/yes/fairly well/hardly/no

Grading of the oral final is based on the quantity and quality of each communication and ability to retell and respond to related questions.  After reconsidering the evaluations you made for each category , you should now be prepared to give an 

Overall evaluation


A
A-
B
C
D
F

Communication w/Partner

20
18
16
14
12
10

Content of Dialog


20
18
16
14
12
10

Vocabulary in Dialog


20
18
16
14
12
10

Accuracy of Structures


20
18
16
14
12
10

Creativity



20
18
16
14
12
10








Total
 


