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	Storyboarding in FL Classroom

Student-produced video using "storyboarding" is storytelling that provides language learners opportunities to practice all three modes of communication.  Intermediate German students, for example, interpret narratives and visuals from "Lola rennt". Teams interact using storyboards to compose, shoot, and edit their versions. Presentation takes place at a departmental screening.

At Northwestern's Language Symposium 2006, I focus on storyboarding as key to student communication powers.  

· Storyboarding trains language learners to break down ideas into small segments and to negotiate in teams the final sequence that works best to tell their story.

· Each segment contains 1) some type of visual representation of what's to be seen, 2) proposed written script, and 3) instructions regarding camera angle, music, props, etc. Simplified focusing reinforces clear communication at various proficiency levels.

· Storyboards enable students to see the entire presentation from start to finish, segment by segment, and to identify problems along the way before production begins.

· From brainstorming to researching and writing script, storyboarding activities reinforce factual, auditory, visual and reproduction components goals.

My presentation introduces and demonstrates storyboarding as a language-learning tool:

· Sampling of pertinent research on video in language instruction

· Tips for organizing student video production at various language levels

· Storyboard basics and worksheets

· "Lola rennt"-inspired storyboard samples and video products

· Bibliography and access to my website w/ video vocabulary and production resources in Chinese, English, Finnish, French, German, Hindi, Italian, and Spanish

Presentation needs:  Internet connection; laptop-projector with MacIntosh connectors 
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