How Storyboarding promotes interpretive, interactive, and presentational communication

1.  Introductory remarks

2a.  Project:  Fourth Semester college students use German to storyboard, script, shoot, and edit a short video 

In order to create their own short video scenes based on analysis of an authentic feature film, students interpret the content and characters of the film's narrative.  They must learn the importance of sequencing and the various effects of visual language. Storyboarding is an essential tool for planning the video and an effective communicative language tool.

Students work individually and then in small groups to storyboard and then write a section of the script their narrative. The storyboard includes the scene description, dialogue in the foreign language, music, a list of props, locations, and other elements. Teams review the storyboards and scripts created by individuals and make changes so that the segments of the movie work well together. Each student is assigned an onscreen and off-screen role in the moviemaking process. Students use a digital video camera to film the scenes, import the video clips into iMovie, edit the clips, and add credits, music, and other elements. 

Other students are invited to view the movies, and members of the film-making class vote on awards. Additional assessment is based on clearly stated rubrics, feedback from instructor and student self-evaluation.  DVD versions of the finished product are excellent for student portfolios.

2b.  Outcomes 

After completing this project, students will be able to: 

• Analyze a feature film in the target language

• Write a storyboard and script for a short video 

• Collaborate on a video project. 

• Become more aware of their communication skills by hearing and seeing themselves

•  Improve listening comprehension by viewing other videos 

• Use language for a real and interesting purpose 

• Improve technological skills in the FL 

• Add life-skills w/ digital camera and iMovie 

• Use iTunes to add audio elements (optional).

3.  Storyboarding Steps

a.  Fourth-semester college German students view and analyze Tom Twyker's feature film, "Lola rennt".  


1).  Viewing authentic visual text:  Clip "Die Tasche"


2).  Sequencing of events using written version:  Exercise 1


3).  Identifying characters and spoken text; play-acting:  Exercise 2


4).  Discussion of visual effects:  learning visual language of shots and their effects:  Vocabulary list

b. Storyboarding produced by students


1).  Activity with Lola rennt:  Exercise 3


2).  Viewing samples



a).  Lola beginning
Story board from Twyker vs. Film Clip



b).  Three versions of cartoon:  Storyboard version vs. Film Clip


3).  Producing Video from Storyboard
Steps and Purpose; Sample of Penner rennt


4).  Individual efforts become team work
Lim vs. Finished product

4.  Assessment


. Awards


Rubrics


Results

5.  Some tools to accomplish xyz

