How do we know if students are learning: Why assess 7/24/2012
learning?

Activity: Pre-Assessment Probe

¢ Classroom Assessment Technique (CAT) Domain:
Assessing Prior Knowledge, Recall, and
Understanding:

* CAT Activity: Background Knowledge Probe

* Question: Introduce yourself and answer: What
do you think of when you think about
ASSESSMENT? What is its purpose?

Classroom Assessment Techniques: A Handbook for College
Teachers (2" Ed; 1993)- Thomas Angelo and K. Patricia Cross.

Educational Assessment

¢ Educational Assessment is a formal attempt to
determine students’ status with respect to
educational variables of interest
— Formal attempt to get a fix on students’ knowledge,
skills, attitudes

— More broad definition than “testing”- includes more
kinds of measurement procedures

Popham, W.J. (2008). Classroom assessment, 5t ed: What teachers need to
know. Allyn and Bacon.

Traditional Reasons for Assessment

¢ To diagnose students’ strengths and weaknesses
ahead of time (via pre-assessment)

* To monitor students’ progress/ learning
* To evaluate/ assign grades to students
* To determine instructor’s effectiveness

Popham, 2008

Further Reasons for Assessment

* Test results determine administration’s perceptions
of educational effectiveness

* Students’ performance used to evaluate instructor
effectiveness, curriculum effectiveness

e As clarifiers of instructional intentions, assessment
devices can improve instructional quality

* Giving students evidence to self-monitor and self-
direct their learning

Popham, 2008
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