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Formation of the cardiac loop
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The embryonic circulation at the end of the 4th week
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What are endocardial cushions?

« Regions of dense connective tissue that form at specific cardiogenic

sites where endocardial cells undergo mesenchymal transformation
and invade cardiac jelly.

Where are they located?

«Form septum intermedium (separates right and left AV canals)

«Participate in atrial septum(separates right and left atria)

«Participate in ventricular septum (membranous portion)

«Participate in aorticopulmonary septum (separates pulmonary and
aortic outflow tracts-seeded by neural crest cells)
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ATRIAL SEPTATION BEGINS IN THE 5TH WEEK

To be continued tomorrow
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