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A PROFESSION'S SYSTEM OF ETHICAL
standards is a formalized code which,

nearly half of those surveyed only
EI sometimes do so.:
“REGORY W. BROCK Get client consent to tape session

or bave observer,
cher Rarcly Somc- Often Always
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inform a client's partner under these
circumstances—most would not.

® Inform a client’s partner thatthe
client is HIV (AIDS) positive.:
Never Rarely Some- - Often Always :
times - B
443 142 144 91 179

cesumably, guides the conduct of all
its practitioners. Inany large .

rofession, however, adheren
ethical standards 2
some may depart

Wdequatc ‘
‘nbmuons

therapists adhere to A :
standards. Were there any. _tua;ions v
ethical questions that family therapists

found especially perplexing? Beloware ~ Never Rarely Some-

some results of our study.

Therapist-Client Relationsbip
H'l‘hc role of family thcrapists is far
bed

_ client within one year of

Often Always

Legal Requirements

With surptising frequency, family -~ - ® Hugaclient.. .. ..
Never Rarely Somc- Often Always
€S

therapists admit to disregarding legally
mandated reporting requirements, De- .
spite the Tarasoff decision (see p. 30)
40 percent of our respondents at least
sometimes don’t warn the potential =
victims of their clients’ threats. A third :

of our survcfy
don't report child abuse. In addition,

most therapists seem bound by
confidentiality not to report ¢
clients reveal during therap ‘

Inform intended ‘victim of

did not. The new codes rcqulrc neas:ly

client’s threat to barm. .

Never Rarely Some- Oftcn Always \
times -

95 156 160 103 487
® Break confidéntiality to report

- Accept a gift wonb Iess tban $5

©fromaclient.
Never Rarely Some- Ofteu Always '
times ‘

child abuse.

Never Rarely Some- Often Always ' Conh'ouersies
: In'the abscnce of clcar lcgaland

62 108 168 123 540 ethical guidelines, therapists who treat
AIDS HIV+ patients can face troubling
, mmas, When an HIV+ patient
therapy. ‘ rcfuscs Edisclosc his/bcr condltion to ;

times

® Report client’s crlme disclosed in -

Never Rarely Some: Oftcn Always
eoltimes
46.7 362 130 15 25

Informed Consent :

Despite the clear stipulatlon in the
ethics code to ask clients’ petmission
to tape sessions or permiit observation, -
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: veyed say they would at leaSt
80 timm feel cthically obligated to

Effective January 1, 1989, AAMFT
changed its code prohibiting sexual
involvement between therapist and
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16 percent of us to altef o behavlo

B Become sexually tnvolved witha
formercllentwabln oncyea f

termination. ; s
Never Rarely Some- «Often Always
times .
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® Become saruaay in
- Jormer client within |
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